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Visionary World

This is the first book to systematically reveal and ex-
amine the extraordinary Sak Yant (‘yantra tattoos’) of 
Thailand. It is a brilliant visual and textual exploration 
of a unique phenomenon.

• Rooted in ancient animist practices and beliefs, 
these tattoos are ritualistically applied by specialist 
Buddhist monks at very few temple locations.

• During application, the monks chant empowerment 
mantras over their work: what emerges is more than 
simply a tattoo, it is a living amulet for the wearer.

• Different tattoos offer different kinds of protection: 
one of the god Ganesh would act to remove obstacles 
from the wearer’s life, whereas a Tiger tattoo would 
act to embolden and strengthen, and protect from 
physical harm. They are often accompanied by their 
associated prayers, mantras and bījas.

• HUNDREDS of colour photos systematically in-
troduce the different categories of tattoo, including 
antropomorphic, deities, animals & geometric. All are 
contrast-adjusted to enhance clarity.

• The accompanying text is utterly absorbing, offering 
a detailed analysis and description of these amazingly

profound 
Sak Yant and 
their myster-
ies.

“The man is running towards me, his face bright red, 
distorted into a thousand pains. He screams at the 
sky, he vomits anger, but he’s walking straight ahead. 
He salutes unknown devils. His voice a hystercial 
siren, he turns on the spot and does wild body contor-
tions, which render his face the colour of blood. He 
rolls in a puddle. He’s bleeding from his left ear. His 
eyes are bloodshot, his tongue flops from his mouth. 
Suddenly he rises from the ground and pushes his 
chest out. The most prominent tattoo on his glistening 
torso, a tiger, appears to try to divorce itself from its 
owner and jump into the crowd to try to devour the 
gathered disciples..”

- From the description of  the ceremony in honour of 
the temple’s tattoo masters at Wat Bang Phra.
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TOM VATER spends most of his 
time in Thailand and Cambodia 

and is an established Travel and 
Screenplay writer. He is author 
of Beyond the Pancake Trench: 
Road Tales from the Wild East 

(Orchid Press; £15.99)

AROON THAEWCHATURAT is the 
best-known Thai photo-journalist 
and travel photographer, and has 
been widely published outside of 

the country, from Moon Hand-
books to CBS News.


