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21.03.2012  Press Information 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHAMPION RECEIVES CBE
East End philanthropist Jack Petchey received his CBE at a special ceremony at the Great Hall, Kensington on Friday 16th March.  Rather than the traditional presentation at Buckingham Palace, where he received his OBE in 2004, Jack chose to share this prestigious occasion with 150 young people also receiving awards for their achievements at one of the annual Jack Petchey Foundation Achievement Award celebrations. 

Jack, aged 86, received his award from Sir David Brewer, Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London, in a rather unique investiture. Sir David Brewer said this is only the second CBE honour he has been asked to present on behalf of HM Queen Elizabeth.  

Jack, who received his award for charitable services, wanted to accept the honour on behalf of the many youth and youth leaders who work tirelessly to set an example to others.  He also wanted to recognise the role that Scouting played in his own development and the influence on his life and the lives of thousands of others.  Jack wanted the young people to be able to share in a part of British culture that many are unlikely to see and also to know that Achievement is a lifelong process!

Richard Walker-Amot, Deputy Lieutenant for Kensington & Chelsea, read a citation in recognition of the impact the Foundation has had on young people throughout London and Essex since it was founded by Jack Petchey in 1999.  
These included Jack’s OBE in 2004; over 2,000 youth organisations share in the Achievement Awards scheme; 65,000 young people have received awards; the Petchey Academy, which opened in 2007; the Speak Out Challenge and Step Into Dance programmes; the annual Panathalon competition; Learn to Earn and Out of School Hours Learning initiatives; the TS Jack Petchey training ship for the Marine Society and Sea Cadets and £6 million funding support for uniformed organisations.  These were described as outstanding contributions by Jack Petchey in seeking to make a difference.
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After being made a Commander of the British Empire Jack Petchey said “Thank you to everyone who has helped me on my way, particularly to the Scouts who 80 years ago taught me to do a good deed every day.  It’s a marvellous organisation and I couldn’t have had a better training for life, but they are very short of adult volunteers.   I believe we all need support.  I think the Jack Petchey Foundation gives much more than money, it gives support, encouragement and inspiration to our youth.  It’s nice to receive an honour and the acknowledgement that goes with it – I feel very proud indeed” 

Jack is clear that “it is not about the money, more importantly it is about inspiring young people, help them believe in themselves and know that if they think they can – they can!”

Over the years Jack has become known by young people as their “champion” since he founded his Foundation to recognise the positive contributions young people make to society and to support them in achieving their potential.  The Foundation has invested well over  £70 million in a wide range of youth initiatives including grass roots youth clubs, youth organisations, secondary schools and uniformed organisations throughout London and Essex.  For more information please visit www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk
Jack is pictured with young people from the Petchey Academy, Scouts and the Achiever’s Network.
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Notes for editors:  The Achievement Award scheme has £3 million to invest in youth organisations in 2012.  A peer recognition scheme, nominations are made by young people as well as teachers, parents, and supporting adults.  The young award winners choose how best to spend their award money to the benefit of their club or school.   Applications from organisations working with 11-25 year olds in London and Essex are welcomed.  Youth clubs are particularly encouraged to apply. 

The Jack Petchey Foundation also funds other programmes that celebrate positive contributions of young people in society.  “Speak Out” is the world’s largest public speaking competition for young people and “Step into Dance” provides opportunities for dance in over 150 schools.  The Individual grants for Volunteers fund supports young people who are giving up their time for the benefit of another community. Our ‘Listen Up’ campaigns represent the views of over 5,000 young people on education, employment and ambition, and are available to read on our website.  For further details visit www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk
