
 

 

 

 
 
Ms Lenita Toivakka 
Minister for European Affairs and Foreign Trade  
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
P. O. Box 176 
00023 Government 
00161 Helsinki 
Finland 
By e-mail: ekmi@formin.fi 
29 July 2014 

Re: WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement 
 
Dear Minister, 

 
We are writing on behalf of the International Chamber of Commerce (“ICC”), the largest, 

most representative business organization in the world. Its global network comprises approximately 
6.5 million companies, chambers of commerce and business associations in more than 130 
countries, with interests spanning every sector of private enterprise. 

 
We understand from recent reports that a small number of countries, including India, have 

recently proposed postponing implementation of the WTO's Trade Facilitation Agreement (“TFA”) 
until negotiations on other aspects of the Bali package are complete. It is our concern that such a 
course of action would not only deal a significant blow to the global economy, but would also side-
track the progress that you made in Bali and undermine prospects for securing future pro-
development agreements under the auspices of the WTO. 

 
We are seeking your support in building a consensus in favour of implementing the TFA's 

legal text by the July 31 deadline agreed just seven months ago. The TFA will lead to significant 
increases in growth worldwide and it is in our shared interest to operationalize it in a timely and 
efficient way. If fully implemented by all WTO members, the TFA and associated reforms could 
deliver over time an additional $1 trillion to the world economy—in the process generating as many 
as 21 million jobs, with 18 million created in developing countries. We trust you agree that this is not 
a stimulus we can afford to delay or defer, particularly in the current economic climate—but also if 
we are to maintain the hard-earned momentum in trade liberalisation achieved in these last 
months. 

 
We call upon you and all WTO trade ministers to consider what the TFA would mean for 

businesses in your economy. Trade facilitation reforms will enable many companies to trade 
internationally for the first time, particularly as the Internet opens up new market opportunities for 
small and medium-sized enterprises to connect with customers across borders. Indeed, research 
suggests that improved border and customs measures could trigger a 60 to 80 per cent increase in 
cross-border SME sales in some economies. 
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We acknowledge that implementation of the TFA will require coordination, communication 

and assistance from donor countries, international financial institutions and multilateral institutions. 
To this end, multilateral organizations such as the World Bank—as well as national governments and 
non-governmental organizations—have already committed to mobilizing the capacity-building 
resources needed to implement the agreement fully. We recognise that the private-sector has a key 
role to play too: ICC, for its part, stands ready to deploy its technical expertise and experience in this 
area wherever that would be helpful. 

 
Finally, we would like to emphasize that international business pledges its full support for 

legal adoption of the TFA and for moving forward to complete the Doha Development Agenda. This 
should be seen as a multi-step process. It is our view that agreeing the TFA's legal protocol this 
month would provide a conductive environment within the WTO to work towards future multilateral 
agreements—including on the critically important food security aspects of the Bali package. Progress 
now should not be held hostage to further delays that would jeopardize the wider economic 
benefits for us all—businesses, governments and consumers.   

 
We urge you to keep pressing to find a workable solution to the current impasse until the 

very last moment, and trust that you will support adoption of the TFA text in the coming days. We 
would be pleased to discuss these issues with you in greater detail if that would be helpful and we 
stand ready to offer any public support that would be useful in this regard. 

 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 

Harold McGraw III 
ICC Chairman 
Chairman, McGraw Hill Companies 

John Danilovich 
Secretary General 
International Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
Cc  Prime Minister Alexander Stubb, Government of Finland 
 Chairman Anne Brunila, ICC Finland; Executive Director Timo Vuori, ICC Finland  
 
 
About The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
 
The ICC is the largest, most representative business organization in the world. Its global network 
comprises over 6 million companies, chambers of commerce and business associations in more than 
130 countries, with interests spanning every sector of private enterprise. 
 
A world network of over 90 national committees including ICC Finland keeps the ICC International 
Secretariat in Paris informed about national and regional business priorities. More than 2,000 
experts drawn from ICC’s member companies feed their knowledge and experience into crafting the 
ICC stance on specific business issues. 
 
The United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the G20 and many other intergovernmental 
bodies, both international and regional, are kept in touch with the views of international business 
through ICC. For more information please visit: www.iccwbo.org 
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