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ENRICO DAVID
Major installation at the Walker Art Gallery
The Arts Council Collection presents Enrico David’s Madreperlage (2003), and more recent works on paper, at the Walker Art Gallery as part of the 2012 Liverpool Biennial (15 September – 9 December 2012).
Born in Ancona, Italy in 1966, Enrico is now based in Berlin.  He was nominated for the Turner Prize in 2009, but this will be the first solo presentation of his work in England outside London. 
Madreperlage (2003) is an important piece which draws on many aspects of Enrico’s work. In it an over-sized, embroidered rag doll leans against a sideboard with a fixed grin, his hands resting in his lap. Around him is an Art Deco style painted glass panel and lamp, which illuminates the scene.

The overall effect creates an impression of a hotel room, which is intentionally unsettling and mysterious. Enrico says of the doll that it is “[the] part of [him] that could take a compliment.”

The Walker Art Gallery’s presentation of Madreperlage (2003) also includes five new drawings and the piece Untitled: puppets we are the mods (2002).  
An element of theatricality is a constant feature within Enrico’s work. Sometimes his figures are anguished or menacing, sometimes kinky or homoerotic but they do appear to take on a ‘role’ and their surroundings suggest the set and props of a drama.  

Described as a ‘contemporary surrealist’, there is a deadpan humour to much of Enrico’s work which begins as drawings. Sometimes the drawing is the final outcome, sometimes they develop into paintings, works on paper or large-scale installations referencing art history, fashion, design and craft techniques.

The exhibition is part of The Arts Council Collection Partnerships supported by Christie’s, a new collaboration between the Arts Council Collection and four regional museums to develop a dynamic programme of displays and exhibitions based on loans from the Collection. 

www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk.
Notes to editors
Artist biography:

Enrico David was born in Ancona, Italy in 1966.  He currently lives and works in Berlin.  He graduated with a BA in Fine Art from Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design, London in 1994. Enrico David's work has included large-scale, theatrical installations and sculptures as well as paintings and works on paper that comprise a personal lexicon of forms drawn from a rich variety of sources, including fashion, art history and design.  His contribution to the contemporary art world was recognised in 2009 when he was nominated for the prestigious Turner Prize.

Significant solo shows include Ultra Paste at the Institute of Contemporary Art, London in 2007, How Do You Love Dzzzzt by Mammy? at the Museum Für Gegenwartskunst, Basel in 2009, Repertorio Ornamentale at the Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice in 2011 and Head Gas at the New Museum, New York in 2012. The artist is currently preparing for solo exhibitions at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, and Musée de la Monnaie, Paris, in 2013.
Other Liverpool Biennial exhibitions at National Museums Liverpool:

Also at the Walker Art Gallery, the best and most exciting developments in painting are explored in the John Moores Painting Prize (15 September- 6 January 2013), the UK's biggest painting competition. Belonging, a new installation by South Yorkshire-based artist Patrick Murphy, made especially for the gallery, will transform its exterior. An intervention relating to the 2 Up, 2 Down Homebaked project by Jeanne van Heeswijk takes place at the Museum of Liverpool, amongst the museum's displays on labour history. And at World Museum Liverpool Everton Park, a Park for the People shows the vision behind plans to reclaim this historic area of Liverpool.
The 7th Liverpool Biennial International Festival of Contemporary Art, takes place from 15 September – 25 November 2012. 

www.biennial.com
About National Museums Liverpool


National Museums Liverpool comprises eight venues. Our collections are among the most important and varied in Europe and contain everything from Impressionist paintings and rare beetles to a lifejacket from the Titanic.                                                          
We attract more than three million visitors every year. Our venues are the International Slavery Museum, Lady Lever Art Gallery, Merseyside Maritime Museum, Museum of Liverpool, Sudley House, UK Border Agency National Museum, Walker Art Gallery and World Museum.                     
One of the finest art galleries in Europe, the Walker Art Gallery is home to renaissance masterpieces, Tudor portraits and one of the best collections of Victorian and Pre-Raphaelite art in the country. An outstanding collection of contemporary art includes work by David Hockney, Lucian Freud and Banksy.
Walker Art Gallery William Brown Street, Liverpool
            Admission FREE
Open 10am-5pm every day                                          
Information 0151 478 4199
Website liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker

Twitter www.twitter.com/walkergallery
Facebook www.facebook.com/walkerartgallery 
About the Arts Council Collection Partnerships supported by Christie’s

The Arts Council Partnerships supported by Christie’s is a new partnership with four regional museums. During the four year scheme, the partner museums – Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery, Leeds Museums and Galleries, Manchester Art Gallery and the Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool – will create a dynamic programme of displays and exhibitions based on loans from the Arts Council Collection combined with their own collections. 

Over the course of the scheme, the Arts Council Collection will also provide sustained curatorial and technical support in developing displays and exhibitions of works from the Collection, as well as offering a place on the Acquisitions Committee each year for one curator from a regional museum partner. The support from Christie’s for an initial period of two years will go directly to the museums towards curatorial research, transport, display and education. 

The Arts Council Collection 

The Arts Council Collection, which is run by Southbank Centre on behalf of Arts Council England, is one of Britain’s foremost national collections of post-war British Art. As a collection 'without walls', it has no permanent gallery; it can be seen on long term loan to museums, galleries, schools, hospitals, colleges and charitable associations and in touring exhibitions and displays at home and abroad. It is also, importantly, the most widely circulated and easily accessible collection of its kind, with nearly 8000 works available for loan. Established in 1946 to promote and enrich knowledge of contemporary art, the Collection continues to acquire works by artists, many at an early stage of their career, living and working in Britain and to foster the widest possible access to modern and contemporary across the UK. For further information please visit www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk. 
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	Contact Laura Johnson - Media Officer 

e laura.johnson@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
  t 0151 478 4752  f 0151 478 4777

National Museums Liverpool,127 Dale Street, Liverpool L2 2JH

w liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
Follow us: Twitter: : www.twitter.com/nml_press 
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