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Overview 
 
 

The New 2013 Line of MICHELIN Truck Tires 
Inspired from the real world…  

…and demonstrating in real life! 
 
 
In the heart of its Ladoux Technology Center, Michelin is proud to present the new line of MICHELIN 
X® LINE ENERGY™ tires, whose superior fuel efficiency and other features meet the needs of long-
haul trucking companies.  
 
The launch of the new range of MICHELIN Truck tires comes at a special time as it coincides with the 
introduction next November 1 of the new European tire labeling program. A similar sticker system is 
being introduced for car tires, so that consumers are also informed. 
 
The label displays performance ratings in three areas: energy efficiency, wet grip and outside rolling 
noise. In this way, the new regulation will help to raise the expectations of both business and 
consumer tire users and drive an improvement in the performance of commercial tires. Michelin goes 
far beyond regulatory compliance, however, in that it is committed to ensuring that every one of its 
tires delivers much more performance than in just the three areas displayed on the sticker. 
 
Michelin’s strategy is to develop tires that simultaneously deliver greater performance in more areas, 
providing benefits both to users and to fleet owners or managers. Among these areas, there is 
obviously longer total mileage, one of the basic features of every MICHELIN tire. There is also the 
ability to maintain performance levels over time, to offer users the safest possible ride and the most 
cost-effective tires across their entire life cycle. 
 
In engineering its tire lines, Michelin capitalizes on the vast hands-on experience acquired in the field. 
In 2011, Group experts carried out 320,000 visits to transport companies in more than 20 European 
countries, helping them to manage their tires.  In addition to providing this service, the experts also 
report customer feedback, thereby deepening Michelin’s understanding of customer operating 
practices and needs. These customers are active across the transport industry, in both the goods 
segment (waste collection, automobiles, hazardous substances, cross-border haulage, vehicle rentals, 
etc.) and the passenger segment (city, intercity and tour buses). Together, these fleets represent 
some 300,000 trucks and buses. 
 
Inspired by real-world usage, the new lines of MICHELIN Truck tires deliver real, measurable 
performance that the Group plans to demonstrate in almost real-world conditions. 
 
For the first time, Michelin is using its Technolog y Center tracks to test tires that are two-thirds 
worn, with just 6mm of tread left. This corresponds  to use over several tens of thousands of 
kilometers (or even more than 100,000 kilometers in  optimal conditions). These tests offer 
compelling proof that MICHELIN tires continue to de liver superior performance, particularly in 
grip, as the kilometers roll by.   
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The Michelin Technology Center by the numbers 
 
 

The heart of Michelin’s powerful  
research and development capabilities  

 
 

1 
There is only one Michelin Technology Center , which is global in scope with three facilities 
on three continents: North America, Asia and Europe. 
 

1 
The equivalent of 1 full lap of the Earth is covered approximately ev ery 12 minutes  in 
endurance and longevity tests across all categories of Michelin tires, whether for cars, trucks, 
earthmovers or two-wheel vehicles. This amounts to 1.8 billion kilometers  a year. 
 

4 
Michelin conducts four types of tire performance tests : 

• Laboratory tests, for materials and semi-finished products. 
• Tests on machines. 
• Objective and subjective road and track tests. 
• Customer use testing. 

 
 

80 
The temperature range  in degrees Celsius for tests conducted on Michelin machines, which 
can perform analyses at ambient temperatures from -30°C to +50°C and at speeds of up to 
450 km/h. 
 

350 
The number of different professions  involved in the R&D process. These include 
researchers, engineers, developers, tribologists (who study the mechanisms of friction, 
lubrication, and wear of interacting surfaces that are in relative motion), fluid mechanics 
experts, acousticians, biologists, agronomists, metallurgists, testers and technicians. 
 

400 
The number of simulation tools  operated by Michelin. 
 

592 
The amount, in millions of euros , allocated by Michelin every year to its Research and 
Development budget. 
 

700 
The number of certified measurement and testing met hods  used by Michelin, which is 
fully equipped across the testing spectrum, from nanometric analyses to tests on giant tires 
more than four meters high and weighing over five tonnes. 
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6,000 
The number of people  who work in the Michelin R&D process. 
 

1.5 million 
The number of measurements  performed each year in Michelin laboratories for materials 
and semi-finished products (rubber compounds and metal/textile fabrics). 
 
 
 
 

� Research and innovation, Michelin’s DNA  
 
Research and development are Michelin’s twin engines of growth. Innovation is the 
imperative that guides all of Michelin's 6,000 researchers, engineers and chemists around 
the world, who are focused on the materials, design, development and commercial 
production of the tires of the future. From the beginning, Michelin’s strategic vision has been 
committed to developing new technologies that benefit customers. 
 
These research activities cover a very broad spectrum, ranging from understanding 
fundamental chemical and physical phenomena to creating and testing prototypes and 
ensuring the feasibility of series production. Moreover, with R&D facilities on three 
continents, teams can develop their knowledge of local usage. This system also promotes 
technical partnerships and cooperative ventures with leading research laboratories, thereby 
providing access to related skills and capabilities. 
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A closer look at the European transport market  
 
 

News and Analyses 
 
 

In the fall of 2012, Michelin is presenting its new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ range of Truck tires, 
which, like every MICHELIN tire line, offers a compelling solution for transport companies faced with 
an uncertain economic environment. 
 
 

� The European transport industry 
 

The transport sector is a key industry in Europe, as seen in the figures from European Union 
documents published in 2012: 

 
- In 2010, goods transport in the 27 EU member states amounted to 3,831 billion tonne-

kilometers, of which more than 45% was carried overland1 by the 34,092,500 trucks registered 
in the region. 
 

- Transport companies in Europe are faced with a decline in business, as well as a slight shift in 
demand toward Eastern European countries, where tonnage carried increased to 105,306,000 
tonnes in 2011 from 93,751,000 tonnes in 2008. During the same period, tonnage carried in 
Western Europe declined to 211,539,000 tonnes from 261,787,000 tonnes. 
 

- In Italy, truck sales were down 37% in first-half 2012. Southern Europe, which has been hard 
hit by the recession, has seen severe declines in truck sales, which fell by 25.5% in Spain, 
49.4% in Greece and 54.2% in Portugal during the period. Even Germany has been impacted, 
albeit to a lesser extent, with a 1.9% decline in truck sales for the first half. 
 

- Since the collapse caused by the 2008-2009 recession, transport demand in France has 
dropped to a lower level than in 2003.2 Elsewhere in Europe, 2008 saw the closing of 6,000 
transport companies in Italy, 20,000 in Spain and 5,000 in Germany.3 
 

- To keep their businesses going, all transporters, without exception, must deal with the same 
issues and particularly rising energy costs. Brent crude, for example, rose from $30.77 a 
barrel in December 2008 to $112.67 in August 2012. Goods transport costs are also 
continuing to increase, rising by a further 3.2% in 2011.4 
 

- While carrier expenses vary from one country to another, certain items account for a large 
portion of their P&L. In Portugal, for example, fuel represents an average 37.1% of a transport 
company’s operating costs, compared with 28.4% in France and 40% in Poland.5 Tire budgets 
vary somewhat less, ranging from 2.15% in France, to 2.81% in Portugal and 3.03% in 
Poland.   

                                                           
1 Source: EU Transport in figures, European Commission, 2012. 
2 Source: Les Transports Routiers de Marchandises sous pavillon français en 2011, Chiffres et statistiques, no. 
325, French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy, 2012.  
3 L’Officiel des Transporteurs, no. 2505, May 29, 2009. 
4 Source: Repères. Chiffres clés du transport, Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development, Transport and 
Housing, 2012. 
5 Michelin in-house data. 
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Based on these factors, the consequences are clear. By choosing the right tires, transporters can 
substantially reduce their fuel budget, which in many European countries is their biggest single 
expense. 
 
 

� The New 2013 Line of MICHELIN Truck Tires:  
meeting the challenges that face the transport indu stry 

 
This is the environment in which the MICHELIN Truck tire range offers a solid, practical solution for 
substantially reducing total cost of ownership, thanks to its excellent energy efficiency ratings under 
the European tire labeling program. This is because MICHELIN tires not only save fuel, they also offer 
longer years of service, since their “multi-life” design means that they can be retreaded and regrooved 
several times. 
 
In addition to fuel savings, the overall improvement in tire performance, including safety and longevity, 
provides additional benefits for the transport industry.  
 
Michelin is attentive to transporters and their needs. The introduction of the MICHELIN X LINE 
ENERGY™ range for smaller trucks will help to optimize loads while delivering low rolling resistance 
and outstanding treadlife.  
 
Leveraging Michelin’s experience and its highly skilled research teams and attentive advisors who 
work hand-in-hand with transport companies, the MICHELIN Truck tire range, with its new names and 
segments that align the offer closely with customer needs, is truly the trucking industry’s best friend.  
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The new tire for long-haul trucks 

 
MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™  

The new tire range that really does reduce fuel con sumption in long-haul use 
 
 
Until 2012, the MICHELIN X® ENERGY™ SaverGreen tire ranked among the market’s most fuel-
efficient tires. With the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire for trucks driven long distances on 
motorways and other major roads, this performance has now been taken to an entirely new level, as 
seen in just three figures: 
 

Up to 515 liters of fuel saved over 130,000 km mean s6: 
A fuel bill reduced by €644 

1,371 kg of CO 2 unreleased into the atmosphere 
 
This represents the outperformance of a MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire compared to a 
MICHELIN X® ENERGY™ SaverGreen tire, based on three tests on a five-axle tractor-trailer rig 
weighing a total of 40 tonnes on a hilly motorway. The new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire will 
replace the current MICHELIN X® ENERGY™ SaverGreen model. This integrated offering will enable 
trucking companies to equip their tractor-trailers with an aligned tire combination for long-haul use. 
 

                                                           
6 Average annual mileage for long-haul trucks 

Performance:  
 

• More energy efficient to 
save diesel fuel. 

• Up to 20% longer 
treadlife, depending on 
use.  

• More multi-purpose 
flexibility. 

• Better wet grip.* 
 
*Compared with the previous 
generation tire. 
 

MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ Z 

Performance: 
 

• More energy efficient 
to save diesel fuel. 

• Marked M+S (Mud & 
Snow) and 3pMSF (3 
Peaks Mountain 
Snow Flake), 
demonstrating its 
ability to retain grip 
on slippery 
pavements. 
 
*Compared with the 
previous generation tire. 

MICHELIN X® LINE 
ENERGY™ D 

Performance:   

• Upgraded from B to 
A in energy 
efficiency for lower 
fuel consumption. 

• Up to 12% longer 
tread life. 
 

• 10%* improvement 
in a worn tire’s 
transversal grip. 
  
*Compared with the 
previous generation 
tire. 

 

MICHELIN X® LINE 
ENERGY™ T 
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The new tire for long-haul trucks 
 
 

MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ Size Chart  

 

 
 
Leveraging Michelin’s unrivaled experience in saving fuel, the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ is 
the fifth-generation of fuel-efficient Truck tires. 
 
 
The tires in the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ range have been graded as follows under the 
new European tire labeling system coming into effect on November 1: 
 
 

 MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™  

Area of Performance 315/70 R 22.5 Z 315/70 R 22.5 D 385/55 R 22.5 T 

Rolling resistance B B A 

Wet grip B C B 

Noise )   (69 dB) )   (71 dB) )   (70 dB) 

 
 
 
  

MICHELIN X
®
 LINE 

ENERGY™ Z 

315/70 R 22.5 

MICHELIN X
®
 LINE 

ENERGY™ D 

315/70 R 22.5 

MICHELIN X
® 

LINE 
ENERGY™ T  

385/55 R 22.5 

245/70 R 17.5 
215/75 R 17.5 
235/75 R 17.5 
265/70 R 19.5 
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The new tire for long-haul trucks 
 
 
The qualities of the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire respond fully to the expectations of long-
haul transport companies, offering such benefits as:  
 

• Recognized reliability thanks to its long-lasting casing. It also offers resistance to 
shifting on trailer wheel rims, effective wet braking and a comfortable ride and 
precision steering for drivers.  

• High total mileage. The new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire provides transporters 
with a key benefit thanks to its high total mileage (before regrooving and retreading) 
and even wear patterns. Compared with the previous generation MICHELIN X® 
ENERGY SaverGreen tires,7 the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire lasts 
significantly longer, by up to 20% for the front tires and up to 12% on the trailer. 

• Consistent performance over time. Even when more than 60% worn, the new 
MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire delivers the same performance, for continued 
safe driving and fuel savings for operators and fleet managers.  

 
To demonstrate the MICHELIN X ® LINE ENERGY™ T tire’s wet grip performance even wh en it is 
two-thirds worn, Michelin is conducting indisputabl e comparative tests using 385/55 R 22.5 
size tires:  
 

- On a 110-meter circular track, corresponding to a large motorway on-ramp. 
- With asphalt covered in 2 mm of water, corresponding to heavy rain. 
- With a low 0.3 grip coefficient. 
- With the mass of 21 tonnes distributed on the 3 rear axles. 

 
Result: the trailer equipped with MICHELIN X ® LINE ENERGY™ T tires starts to slide at 6 km/h 
faster than a similar trailer shoed with competing tires. 
 
 
In line with Michelin’s strategy of offering a superior balance of performance, this increase in mileage 
has in no way diminished the tire’s other performance factors, such as wet braking and low rolling 
resistance.  
 
The new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ tire is manufactured in Michelin plants in Europe, which 
have all been certified ISO 14001, and in full compliance with the strictest environmental standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
7 In-house Michelin tests.  
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The new tire for long-haul trucks 
 
 
The MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T for high-capacity trailers 
Safe, durable and fuel efficient  
 
Michelin is presenting its MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T range of tires for high-capacity trailers. 
Dedicated to national and international haulage, the new lineup is designed to meet the needs of 
transporters, who are constantly looking improve the safety of their tractor-trailer operations, increase 
their load capacities and, obviously, lower their operating costs. 
 
The new tires reduce operating costs thanks to their enhanced energy efficiency, which can deliver 
savings of up to 0.4 liter per 100 km per axle. 8 
 
The MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T uses new rubber compounds that give it very low rolling 
resistance, while its design was purposely engineered to reduce distortions (improving robustness and 
reliability) and consequently heat build-up in the rubber. 
 
Moreover, with a contact patch that is 7% bigger,9 the new MICHELIN X® Line Energy™ T guarantees 
even greater safety. That’s because the larger contact patch:  

• Increases trailer stability. 
• Improves wet grip. 

 
The tread on the MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T features three grooves that improve water 
dispersal, while its large shoulders provide good resistance to shifting. What’s more, the new tire 
significantly improves productivity, since it can last up to 14% longer than the MICHELIN XTA 2+ 
Energy.10  
 
In addition, the MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T range is versatile. It is intended for transporters 
using two or three-axle semi-trailers as well as for heavy-load truckers using vehicles equipped with 
more than one conventional or floating axles. It is suitable for all types of transport, including the most 
demanding, such as carrying very large volumes, motor vehicles or livestock.  
 
Thanks to the research and development efforts of Michelin teams, the new MICHELIN X® LINE 
ENERGY™ T delivers improved performance across the board, without requiring any compromise in 
the key features of MICHELIN tires, including safe, energy-efficient operation and the lowest total cost 
of ownership. 
 
Today, the MICHELIN tire lineup covers the widest range of truck user needs, regardless of their 
usage requirements or the roads they travel. To address these needs, Michelin has deployed its 
extensive skills and expertise to reduce the impact that temperature, weather conditions, loads, engine 
power and other external factors may have on the performance of its tires. 
 
 
 

                                                           
8 Michelin in-house simulation based on a 265/70 R 19.5-size tire on a vehicle loaded for a long-haul journey, 
compared with a MICHELIN XTA 2 Energy tire. 
9 Compared with same-size MICHELIN XTA 2 Energy and XTA 2+ Energy tires. 
10 Michelin in-house test with a 265/70 R 19.5-size tire on a vehicle loaded for a long-haul journey, compared with 
a MICHELIN XTA 2 Energy tire. 
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In line with its strategy of providing tires with “multiple lives,” Michelin has designed the MICHELIN X® 
LINE ENERGY™ T so that it can be regrooved and retreaded, and therefore last as long as possible. 
Once retreaded using MICHELIN Remix technology, the MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ T will deliver 
the same performance as a new tire, while saving 21 to 29 kg of raw materials.11 In the same way, 
when regrooved, the tire has an extended life span during the period when it consumes the smallest 
amount of fuel.  
 
Thanks to its proven, widely recognized longevity as well as its low total cost of ownership, the range 
of MICHELIN tires provides a reliable, high quality response to the demands of truck fleet operators.  

  

                                                           
11 June 2012 Michelin in-house study, depending on the size and weight of the casing.  
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The right tire for regional use 

 
 

MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D 
The guarantee of a good trip on every road 

 
Trucking companies – especially regional transporters – are faced with significant challenges as 
customers expect them to carry heavier loads faster and cheaper despite ever-increasing operating 
costs. These challenges are even more critical given that regional transport accounts for 62%12 of total 
truck traffic in Western Europe. What’s more, they are often contradictory, making it difficult to 
generate savings in an industry with sharply rising costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than anything else, the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D is a truly multi-purpose tire that can be 
driven on any type of road and in any weather, delivering time savings and fuel economy as well as 
reliability and safety. It offers trucking companies the guarantee of a good trip on every road. 
 
This is why the savings generated by the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D tire should be seen holistically, 
since its fuel efficiency and longevity (plus its regroovability and retreadability) also help to reduce its 
environmental footprint.  
 
In addition, lower fuel bills and longer total mileage also improve trucking company productivity. But 
that’s not all. The tire’s superior traction in all driving conditions helps truckers get the job done 
efficiently and safely. Thanks to its outstanding grip, the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D tire limits the 
risk of incidents that can slow deliveries, thereby further increasing productivity. 
  

                                                           
12 Source: Transport Intelligence, October 2010. Document: European Road Freight 2010. 
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The right tire for regional use 
 
 

���� MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D 
Optimal grip in all conditions  

 
In the regional transport sector, which accounts for 62%13 of all truck traffic in Western Europe, 
Michelin has strengthened its leadership with the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™, a tire specially designed 
for multi-purpose use. In an industry that needs to optimize vehicle use, multi-purpose solutions are 
essential to improving productivity. 
 
What makes the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D tire truly multi-purpose is its package of innovative 
technical solutions known as MICHELIN Durable Technologies. On the drive tires, for example, new 
TowerPump sipes have now been added to the self-regenerating and Double Wave sipes, while the 
steer tires feature new Delta sipes that provide grip in all driving conditions. 
 
 Regional transporters cover between 80 and 500 km per trip and frequently accelerate and brake. 
That’s why the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D features deep-cut, directional sipes that improve braking 
and transversal grip on low-grip roads. On this type of pavement, for example, emergency braking 
distance with two-thirds worn tires has been reduced by eight meters, or 25%.14 

 
 

���� MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D  
Delivering safety, longevity and cost-savings throu gh technology 

 
The square, massive profile of the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D front tire makes it highly robust, while 
its wide shoulders make it highly scrape-resistant and enable it to maintain optimal braking power 
while eliminating steering wheel vibrations, even when half worn. 
 
The technical features of MICHELIN Durable Technologies have been optimized to deliver enhanced 
grip in all situations as well as greater longevity. These include three-dimensional, self-blocking 
Double Wave sipes, self-regenerating Raindrop sipes and the new TowerPump sipes. 
 
The 3D Double Wave sipes  are a patented Michelin innovation. Because they are three-dimensional, 
the sipes ensure tread block rigidity and thereby reduce wear. By working both horizontally and 
vertically, double-wave sipes offer longer treadlife than traditional patterns.  
 
 
  

                                                           
13 Source: Transport Intelligence, October 2010. Document: European Road Freight 2010. 
14 In-house Michelin test on a vehicle fitted entirely with 315/80 R 22.5 MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D XZE/XDE 
versus the same size XZE2+/XDE2+ tires. All tires were two-thirds worn and tested in the same emergency 
braking conditions, decelerating from 40 to 0 km/h on a polished concrete surface. 
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The right tire for regional use 
 
 
The 3D self-regenerating Raindrop sipes  maintain grip in spite – and in a way because – of wear. 
This patented technology consists of drilling raindrop-shaped cylindrical channels through the center of 
each tread block. When the tread is two-thirds worn, the channels gradually open to create new sipes 
in the middle of the block.  
 
In this way the tread is entirely self-regenerating. Consequently, the Michelin X® MultiWay™ 3D 
maintains its grip, thereby enhancing the vehicle’s safety performance. 
 
 
The 3D TowerPump sipes  guarantee superior grip on slippery surfaces while eliminating the risk of 
tearing. Combined with Double Wave and Raindrop sipes on the same tread block, they deliver 
improved traction on slippery surfaces. These sipes, which should not be confused with regrooving 
wells, also offer better resistance to cuts and scrapes than traditional sipes in extreme conditions of 
use. 
 
Thanks to the combination of these three-dimensional sipes, grip is maintained in all conditions 
throughout the tire’s life. An in-house test showed that the MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D delivered 
19% additional traction on low-grip pavement with tires that were two-thirds worn.15 
 

                                                           
15 In-house Michelin test on a vehicle fitted entirely with 315/80 R 22.5 MICHELIN X® MultiWay™ 3D XZE/XDE 
versus the same size XZE2+/XDE2+ tires. All tires were two-thirds worn. 
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A closer look at tire regulations 

 
 

Michelin and the European tire labeling program 
 
European regulation EC/1222/2009 requires tire manufacturers, as of November 1, 2012, to provide 
information about their tires’ performance in three areas. The regulation is designed to meet three 
objectives: 

• Improve road transport safety. 
• Improve the cost-effectiveness of road transport. 
• Reduce the environmental impact of road transport. 

 
In addition to the sticker ratings, Michelin reaffirms its commitment to providing the best combination of 
performance for each of its tire ranges.  
 
For heavy commercial vehicle tires (Category C3), the grading criteria are as follows: 

• Energy efficiency, as measured through rolling resistance, which has an impact on 
fuel consumption. The tires are graded from A (lowest rolling resistance) to F (the 
highest). 

• Wet grip, graded from A (strongest) to F (weakest). 
• Outside rolling noise, measured in decibels and symbolized by one to three waves to 

express the difference compared with a reference value.  
 
The labeling system does not cover retreaded or studded tires.16  
 
The ratings will provide customers and users with tangible data about their tires’ performance.  
 
 

� Michelin’s commitment extends beyond labeling 
 
The label’s regulated information provides data about the performance of new tires in three areas. 
Michelin is committed not only to enabling its tires to deliver superior performance regardless of how 
they are intended to be used but also to ensuring that these performance levels will be maintained 
even after the tires have been driven tens of thousands of kilometers.  
 
In addition to the labeling criteria, a tire’s performance is measured by wide variety of other factors 
such as different aspects of grip (on straights and in curves and on different types of pavement) as 
well as by longevity, resistance to impact and cuts and scrapes, comfortable ride, steering precision, 
weight, traction and load capacity. Throughout, the goal is to respond effectively to the needs of users 
and the demands of their business. Most importantly, tires are expected to deliver long-term viability 
and peace of mind for users and fleet managers. 
The key benefit of MICHELIN tires is to offer the lowest possible total cost of ownership thanks to their 
fuel efficiency and their “multi-life” capability of being retreaded and regrooved.  
 
 
  

                                                           
16

 It also does not apply to off-road tires, tires approved only for racing, temporary-use spare tires, tires with a 

speed rating of less than 80 km per hour or tires with a rim diameter of less than 10 inches or greater than 25 

inches. 
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The MICHELIN Truck tire line-up at a glance 

 
The new MICHELIN Truck tire lineup 

 
To streamline its lineup and make it easier to understand, Michelin has revised the segments 
and names of its Truck tire ranges, based on each tire’s actual working environment. This 
“right tire for the job” approach enables transport companies to get the most out of their tires, 
thereby ensuring gains in safety, treadlife and fuel efficiency. 
 
The MICHELIN Truck tire lineup is now segmented into six families as follows:  
 

• MICHELIN X® Line , specially designed for long-haul use on motorways and 
other major roads. 

• MICHELIN X® Multi , specially designed for both short and long-haul use on all 
types of roads. 

• MICHELIN X® Coach , specially designed for buses, on both short and long 
routes on all types of roads. 

• MICHELIN X® Works , specially designed for use in a variety of situations, on 
roads, in and around worksites, and in quarries.  

• MICHELIN X® InCity , specially designed for use on city and suburban streets. 
• MICHELIN X® Force , specially designed for civilian and military vehicles 

driven mainly on rough or unpaved surfaces.  
 

 
 
With this new segmentation, Michelin has enabled transporters to choose just the right tire 
for their business and operations.   
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Appendices 

Michelin Group Milestones 

For more than a century, MICHELIN has dedicated all its expertise and innovation to 
enhancing mobility for motorists around the world. 

1889: Creation of Michelin et Cie . 
1891: Michelin files its first patents for removable and repairable tires. 
1895: Michelin introduces Éclair, the first car fitted with pneumatic tires. 
1898: Birth of Bibendum , the Michelin Man. 
1900: First Michelin Guide published. 
1905: Introduction of a new Michelin  tread  with hobnails to improve tire grip and durability. 
1910: First 1/200,000-scale Michelin road  map  published. 
1913: Michelin invents the removable steel wheel . 
1923: First low-pressure car tire  (2.5 bar). 
1926: Michelin creates its first Green Guide for tourists . 
1930: Michelin files a patent for the integrated  tube  tire . 
1938: Michelin introduces Metalic, the first truck tire with a steel casing . 
1946: Michelin invents the radial  tire . 
1952: Michelin invents the radial Truck tire. 
1959: Michelin introduces the first radial tire for earthmovers. 
1979: The Michelin radial tire wins the Formula 1 championship. 
1981: The MICHELIN Air X is the first radial aircraft tire. 
1989: Michelin launches the first online travel itinerary service, on France’s Minitel teletext 

network. 
1992: Launch of the fuel-efficient MICHELIN ENERGY™ tire.  
1993: Michelin invents the new C3M tire manufacturing process. 
1995: The US space shuttle lands on Michelin tires. 
1996: Michelin invents the vertically anchored PAX System tire. 
1998: The first Michelin Challenge Bibendum, the leading international clean vehicle event. 
1998: The Michelin Man’s 100th birthday. 
2000: The Michelin Man elected best logo of all time by an international jury. 
2001: Michelin brings to market the world’s largest earthmover tire. 
2003: Launch of a range of MICHELIN brand automotive accessories. 
2004: New corporate signature introduced: “Michelin, a better way forward ”. 
2004: Launch of the MICHELIN XeoBib, the first agricultural tire that operates at a constant 

low pressure. 
2005: Michelin provides tires for the new Airbus A-380 aircraft – Launch of the MICHELIN 

Power Race, the first dual-compound racing tire approved for road use. 
2006: Michelin revolutionizes truck tires with MICHELIN Durable Technologies. 
2007: Launch of the new MICHELIN ENERGY™ Saver tire, which reduces fuel 

consumption by nearly 0.2 liters per 100 kilometers, thereby lowering CO2 emissions 
by 4 grams per kilometer. 

2009: 100th edition of the MICHELIN guide France. 
2010: Market launch of the MICHELIN Pilot Sport 3 and MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport tires. 
2012: Launch of the MICHELIN Primacy 3 tire in Europe.  
2012: Market launch of the new MICHELIN X® LINE ENERGY™ long-haul truck tire. 
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Michelin Group Key Figures  

 

Founded:   1889 
Production base:  69 manufacturing sites in 18 countries 
Number of employees:   115,000 worldwide 
Technology Center:  More than 6,000 researchers on three continents:  

North America, Europe and Asia 
Annual R&D budget:   €592 million  
 
Yearly output:  176 million tires produced, over 10 million maps and 

guides sold in more than 170 countries, and 875 million 
itineraries calculated by ViaMichelin 

2011 net sales:  €20.7 billion 
 
 
 

 


