[image: ]			Media release






November 28th, 2019 

STENA ESTRID DEPARTS CHINA FOR IRISH SEA  
Stena Line’s newest ferry sets out on journey from China shipyard to Holyhead

STENA Line’s newest ferry Stena Estrid has departed the AVIC Weihai Shipyard in north-western China, bound for its new home on the Irish Sea between Britain and Ireland. 
Stena Estrid is the first of five next generation Stena Line RoPax vessels to be completed at the shipyard and is now en route to Wales from where it will start service in January on the Holyhead to Dublin route.
Manned by a much-reduced crew of 27, with no passengers on board, the ship will travel on a journey of well over 10,000 miles, taking just over one month and making a number of stops on the way.
The first stage of the voyage is a week-long  2,657 nautical miles trip across the South China and then East China Sea to Singapore, travelling at an economical speed of 17 knots which, uniquely to Estrid and her sister ships, can be achieved by running just one of its 12600kW main engines, thus minimising fuel consumption.
Having refuelled and stocked up on fresh provisions, Estrid will then proceed at a speed of 15 knots through the Malacca Straits to Galle in Sri Lanka, before crossing the Indian Ocean and making its way to the Suez Canal.
Once through the Suez Canal, the ship will head west across the Mediterranean Sea, continuing at 15 knots until it reaches Gibraltar where it will stop for more fuel and provisions, and most importantly to welcome onboard more crew members who will undertake familiarisation and training during the final leg of Stena Estrid’s journey, up through the Atlantic Ocean, across the Bay of Biscay and finally to the Welsh port of Holyhead, where, all being well, it is expected to arrive just before or after Christmas. 
Once in Holyhead, final preparations will begin to get Estrid ready to start service on the route in mid-January.
Speaking from the ship’s bridge, shortly after departure, Senior Master Matthew Lynch said: “After six years of planning and construction, we are so excited to be finally on board Stena Estrid and departing China on our way home to Britain.
“At this precise moment, we’ve only travelled approximately 70 miles but it was an interesting start to our journey as we passed a fleet of over 100 Chinese fishing vessels!  We obviously have a very long way to go but we’re really looking forward to it and to meeting with our colleagues in Gibraltar, before embarking the final leg of our journey to Holyhead,” he added. 
At 215 metres in length, Stena Estrid will provide freight capacity of 3,100 lane meters, meaning a 50 per cent increase in freight tonnage, and the space to carry 120 cars and 1,000 passengers and crew. 

[more…]
A further two of the new ferries are also destined for the Irish Sea with Stena Edda expected to commence operations from Liverpool to Belfast next spring, and a third vessel Stena Embla to be introduced on the same route in early 2021.  
The introduction of these two ships will increase freight capacity on the Liverpool to Belfast route by 20 per cent.
STENA ESTRID FAST-FACTS
The name Estrid is connected to Stena Line’s Scandinavian heritage. It is an Old Norse eastern-Nordic version of the name Astrid.  Estrid is commonly found on old runestones and means ‘divinely beautiful’.
	Builder
	AVIC Weihai Shipyard Co (Weihai, China)

	Type
	Ro-Pax ship

	Ferry route / homeports
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Holyhead-Dublin

	Operator
	STENA LINE

	Speed
	22 kn / 41 kph / 25 mph

	Length (LOA)
	215 m / 705 ft

	Beam (width)
	28 m / 92 ft

	Gross Tonnage
	42,400 gt

	Lane Metres
	3,100

	Passengers
	1,000

	Cars
	120

	Freight vehicles
	210

	Cabins
	175


Stena Line is the largest ferry operator on the Irish Sea, offering the biggest fleet and the widest choice of routes between Britain and Ireland including Holyhead to Dublin, Fishguard to Rosslare, Cairnryan to Belfast, Liverpool to Belfast, and Heysham to Belfast routes, a total of 232 weekly sailing options.  Stena Line also offers a direct service between Rosslare to Cherbourg with three return crossings a week.
[ends]
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:  For further information, please contact Lawrence Duffy or Michael Rafferty of Duffy Rafferty Communications om +44 (0) 28 9073 0880 or info@duffyrafferty.com OR Simon Palmer at Stena Line on +353 868858789 or simon.palmer@stenaline.com.

About Stena Line: 
Stena Line is one of Europe's leading ferry companies with 37 vessels and 20 routes in Northern Europe. Stena Line is an important part of the European logistics network and develops new intermodal freight solutions by combining transport by rail, road and sea. Stena Line also plays an important role for tourism in Europe with its extensive passenger operations. The company is family-owned, was founded in 1962 and is headquartered in Gothenburg. Stena Line is part of the Stena AB Group, which has about 16 000 employees and an annual turnover of around 36,5 billion SEK. For more information please visit www.stenaline.com.
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