


A shared language is necessary 
when communication is no longer 
tied to geography.



EF EPI

The EF English Proficiency Index is the 

most comprehensive ranking of 

countries by English skills.



70
countriescountriescountriescountries

910K
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Women outpace men in English proficiency
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Regional Spotlights
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EUROPE



European Rankings



European Trends (from last year)



ASIA
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Asian Rankings



Asian Trends (from last year)



LATIN AMERICA
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Latin American Rankings



Latin American Trends (from last year)



MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
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MENA Rankings



MENA Trends (from last year)



The EF EPI research shows a clear 
link between English proficiency and 
economic competitiveness.



Better English ↔ Stronger Economy 

Gross National Income per Capita

Total Share of Youth in Education, 

Employment, or Training

Human Development Index

Ease of Doing Business



Better English ↔ More Innovation

High-Technology Exports

Researchers in R&D

Technicians in R&D

R&D Expenditure
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• Focus on practical communication skills 

• Invest in teacher training

• Develop effective English assessment tools

• Support workplace training 

• Leverage technology for adaptive learning

Conclusions



How to participate 

in the EF EPI



Take the EFSET 

at efset.org

Used by students, schools,

companies, and governments



EFSET Innovations

$0
The world’s first 

free standardized 

English test

Available on 

www.efset.org 

at all times 

A1
|

C2

One adaptive test 

that measures 

all levels 



EFSET correlates with TOEFL and IELTS

CEFR

A1

A2

B1

B2

C1

C2

EF Score

1-30

31-40

41-50

51-60

61-70

71-100

TOEFL

N/A

N/A

42-71

72-94

95-120

N/A

IELTS

N/A

N/A

4.0-5.0

5.5-6.5

7.0-8.0

8.5-9.0



Dr. Lyle Bachman
“Father of Language Assessment”

Dr. Richard Luecht
Psychometrics Expert

Dr. Mari Pearlman
Former Senior Vice President at ETS

The World’s Top Assessment Experts



EF EPI Reports

(Adults)

EF EPI EF EPI EF EPI EF EPI 

(Companies)

EF EPIEF EPIEF EPIEF EPI----c c c c 

(Schools)

EF EPIEF EPIEF EPIEF EPI----s s s s 



The EF EPI-s is a study of the 

acquisition of English skills by high 

school and university students. 



16
countriescountriescountriescountries

130K
students



Students’ English skills 

do not progress steadily 

through their schooling.

EF EPI-s Findings

i
Rate of improvement in English



Listening skills develop 

more quickly than reading 

skills for all ages.

EF EPI-s Findings

Average EF score at age 15



To implement standardized testing 

for free at your school, visit 

www.efset.org/schools 



The EF EPI-c sets national and 

international benchmarks for 

workforce English.



100K
professionalsprofessionalsprofessionalsprofessionals

22
industries



English Proficiency Ranking by Industry



English Proficiency Ranking by Industry





Questions?

Questions?



efset.org

Thank You!



Better English means a higher income.



Better English correlates with

the ease of doing business.



Better English means a higher quality of life.



Better English means a more advanced technology.



Better English means a more advanced technology.



Better English means a more advanced technology.


