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ADEPT	  welcomes	  call	  for	  better	  partnerships 

Members	  of	  ADEPT	  –	  the	  Association	  of	  Directors	  of	  Environment	  Economy,	  Planning	  
and	  Transport	  heard	  from	  Baroness	  Susan	  Kramer	  about	  the	  importance	  of	  better	  
partnerships	  for	  economic	  growth. 

Speaking	  at	  the	  ADEPT	  AGM	  held	  today	  at	  the	  Institution	  of	  Civil	  Engineers	  in	  London,	  
Baroness	  Kramer,	  the	  Minister	  of	  State	  for	  Transport	  said: 

“We	  want	  to	  rebalance	  economies	  and	  transformational	  investment	  into	  
infrastructure	  is	  one	  way	  to	  achieve	  this.	  But	  as	  importantly	  we	  want	  to	  work	  in	  
partnership	  and	  improve	  those	  relationships. 

“There	  are	  three	  key	  areas	  for	  this.	  We	  want	  to	  see	  better	  partnerships	  between	  
local	  councils.	  Norfolk	  authorities	  are	  a	  great	  example,	  working	  together	  to	  bring	  
better	  integrated	  bus	  services	  across	  multiple	  regions	  with	  a	  smart	  card	  system	  that	  
means	  people	  can	  hop	  across	  different	  bus	  operators	  on	  a	  single	  ticket. 

“Secondly,	  we	  need	  to	  see	  better	  partnerships	  with	  business	  and	  using	  LEPs	  to	  bring	  
business	  and	  other	  stakeholders	  to	  the	  table.	  The	  voice	  of	  business	  and	  the	  creative	  
approach	  brings	  credibility	  to	  calls	  for	  investment	  –	  it	  shows	  there	  is	  real	  support. 

“Our	  final	  priority	  needs	  to	  be	  about	  better	  relationships	  with	  central	  Government	  –	  
talking	  to	  us	  about	  how	  we	  work	  and	  what	  we	  can	  do	  to	  make	  things	  more	  efficient	  
and	  more	  effective.	  Ensuring	  that	  we	  get	  the	  best	  value	  for	  money,	  that	  funding	  goes	  
further	  to	  community	  priorities	  is	  our	  aim. 

“We	  want	  to	  improve	  and	  achieve	  greater	  devolution	  of	  decision-‐making	  and	  these	  
three	  strands	  are	  vital	  to	  our	  ambition.	  ADEPT	  members	  have	  a	  key	  role	  to	  play.” 

New	  President	  David	  Bishop	  said:	  “	  Baroness	  Kramer’s	  comments	  were	  indeed	  
welcome	  and	  provided	  important	  reassurance	  that	  ADEPT	  members	  are	  pivotal	  to	  
fostering	  economic	  growth.	  We	  have	  long	  recognised	  that	  engaging	  with	  our	  
communities,	  building	  links	  to	  stakeholders	  and	  business	  is	  a	  crucial	  part	  of	  our	  role. 

	   



“We	  are	  ready	  and	  prepared	  to	  work	  with	  Government	  ever	  more	  closely	  to	  identify	  
creative	  and	  innovative	  solutions	  to	  our	  common	  issues.	  Our	  expertise	  within	  local	  
authorities	  and	  knowledge	  can	  help	  overcome	  these	  constraints	  to	  our	  economies	  
and	  help	  our	  communities	  thrive. 

“We	  were	  pleased	  to	  hear	  that	  the	  issue	  of	  balancing	  investment	  into	  new	  
infrastructure	  whilst	  also	  recognising	  the	  challenge	  of	  maintaining	  existing	  assets,	  
particularly	  in	  light	  of	  some	  extreme	  weather	  incidents	  has	  also	  been	  recognised.	  	   

“We	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  how	  Government	  will	  respond	  through	  the	  Growth	  Deals	  
to	  address	  these	  challenges.	  Our	  remit	  will	  be	  to	  build	  upon	  the	  Deals	  in	  partnership	  
as	  part	  of	  a	  longer	  term	  strategy.” 

ENDS 

	  
Notes	  to	  Editors:	  
	  
For	  more	  information	  and	  further	  case	  studies,	  please	  contact	  Julie	  Everett	  at	  Coast	  Communications	  
on	  01752	  847135	  or	  07866002635	  or	  email	  Julie@coastmarcoms.co.uk	  
	  
The	  ADEPT	  Prospectus	  for	  Growth	  can	  be	  downloaded	  here:	  www.adeptnet.org.uk/prospectus.php	  
	  
About	  ADEPT	  
The	  Association	  of	  Directors	  of	  Environment,	  Economy,	  Planning	  &	  Transport	  (ADEPT)	  represents	  local	  
authority	  county,	  unitary	  and	  metropolitan	  Directors.	  Operating	  at	  the	  strategic	  tier	  of	  local	  
government,	  membersare	  responsible	  for	  delivering	  public	  services	  that	  primarily	  relate	  to	  the	  
physical	  environment	  and	  the	  economy,	  but	  which	  have	  a	  significant	  impact	  on	  all	  aspects	  of	  the	  
nation’s	  well-‐being.	  ADEPT	  represents	  members'	  interests	  by	  proactively	  engaging	  central	  
Government	  on	  emerging	  policy	  &	  issues,	  promoting	  initiatives	  aimed	  at	  influencing	  Government	  
policy	  and	  through	  the	  development	  of	  best	  practices	  and	  responding	  to	  European	  and	  UK	  
Government	  initiatives	  and	  consultations.	  
	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  ADEPT	  please	  visit	  the	  website:	  www.adeptnet.org.uk	  
	  
	  


