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When a group of 49 Cathay Pacific pilots were fired in 2001, one of the 
most ground-breaking legal cases in aviation history followed as The 
49ers faced a david and Goliath struggle against their ex-employer. 

In his first book, The 49ers – The True Story, Captain John Warham 
describes how the pilots fought to be exonerated and the story ends 
in november 2009 when the High Court in Hong Kong ruled in the 
pilots’ favour. Set in July 2010, after Cathay dispute the judgment, The 
49ers II – The Rest of the Story finds John and his ‘Band of Brothers’ 
facing an appeal court hearing, continuing the fight for justice that 
had overshadowed their lives for almost 10 years. With a costly legal 
roller coaster in motion and a question mark over his financial future, 
life for John becomes very different from that of a senior captain with a 
prestigious airline. 

But this is not the only battle that the author has to fight. As well as 
providing an eye-opening insider’s view of the aviation industry, The 
49ers II describes the immense personal cost to those involved. It is a 
story of resilience and determination, told with candour and wit.

John Warham graduated from The College of Air Training, Hamble 
in 1975 and began working in the same year as a commercial pilot 
for Casair Aviation Services in Teesside. He flew for British Air Ferries 
(Southend), Air Transcontinental (Windsor) and Monarch Airlines (Luton) 
before realising his boyhood dream as a Boeing 747 captain with 
Cathay Pacific, based in Hong Kong. He currently lives in Hong Kong. 
He is an honorary member of the Royal Air Force Association. 


