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Storm welcomes EQT into ownership group 

Melbourne Storm is pleased to welcome leading global investment organisation EQT, through 
the Mid-Market Opportunities strategy, as a majority shareholder in the Club.

The new ownership structure follows a thorough global process to identify the right strategic partner to 
invest in the Storm with a shared vision for the future. 

Supported by an established team in Australia, EQT has been clear in its aim to build on the strong 
foundations that have made Storm one of the most successful and respected sporting clubs in 
Australia. 

Founded in Sweden, EQT is a leading investment firm in Australia and in global markets with a proven 
track record in sport through its ownership of IMG Academy, providing experience in athlete 
performance, sports science, strength and conditioning, nutrition, mental performance and youth 
development, while also bringing world class digital and data expertise and a wider network across 
sport, media and technology. 

EQT is committed to investing in the Club’s key strategic priorities with a focus on strengthening the 
football program and player pathways, enhancing the matchday and fan experience for members and 
supporters, attracting new commercial sponsorships and global partnerships, and continuing the 
Storm’s important role in the community and growing the game of rugby league across Victoria. 

Subject to Australian Rugby League Commission approval, EQT will join members of Storm’s 
ownership group on the Board of Directors. Matt Tripp will remain Chairman of the Club, providing 
continuity at Board level while consistency will also remain throughout Melbourne Storm’s 
management team. CEO Justin Rodski, Head Coach Craig Bellamy and Director of Football Frank 
Ponissi, will all continue to lead the Club’s on and off field operations. 

Storm Chairman Matt Tripp said the Club had entered the process with a clear view of what it was 
looking for in a new shareholder. 

“We conducted a thorough process to find the right partner to help us to continue driving the Club 
forward and are pleased to be able to do so with EQT joining our ownership group,” Tripp said.   

“EQT brings with it some incredible credentials and the partnership will only be of benefit to our Club – 
we are proudly ambitious and have hopes for continued growth to keep Melbourne Storm at the top of 
Australian sport long into the future. 

“The game of rugby league is as healthy as it has ever been and we want our Club to go from strength 
to strength alongside the code in the years to come. A partner like EQT well and truly puts us in the 
best position to do that.” 

Alexander Hansen, Managing Director and Sports and Education Investment Lead at EQT in Asia 
Pacific, said, “Melbourne Storm is an exceptional Club, with a proud football culture, strong leadership 
and a deep connection with its supporters and the community in Victoria. We look forward to working 
with Matt, the Board and the Club’s leadership to build on those strengths, bringing additional 
resources and experience to support the people and systems that have made Storm successful.”



Until completion, Melbourne Storm remains under its existing ownership and leadership and will 
continue to operate as usual. Members and supporters will receive further updates directly from the 
Club as the approval process progresses. 

Contact: 

EQT Press Office, press@eqtpartners.com 

About EQT 

EQT is a purpose-driven global investment organization with EUR 269 billion in total assets under 

management (EUR 142 billion in fee-generating assets under management) as of 31 March 2026, 

within two business segments – Private Capital and Real Assets. EQT owns portfolio companies and 

assets in Europe, Asia Pacific and the Americas and supports them in achieving sustainable growth, 

operational excellence and market leadership.  

More info: www.eqtgroup.com 

Follow EQT on LinkedIn, X, YouTube and Instagram 

About Melbourne Storm 

Melbourne Storm was founded in 1998 as part of the National Rugby League (NRL) competition.
The first professional Victorian rugby league club, Storm quickly made its mark, winning its first NRL 
Premiership in just its second year.
Melbourne Storm has played in 12 NRL Grand Finals across its 28-year history, missing the finals 
on just three occasions.
The Club is built on the values of family, accountability, hard work, respect and passion. These 
values continue to drive Melbourne Storm’s pursuit of success both on and off the field. 
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