
 

 

 

EQT to acquire leading open source software provider SUSE 

 

• EQT VIII to acquire SUSE, a leading global provider of open source infrastructure software for 

enterprises 

 

• EQT VIII is partnering with CEO Nils Brauckmann and his team to support SUSE’s next period of 

growth and innovation, and to strengthen its position as leading open source player both 

organically and through add-on acquisitions 

 
• SUSE to further build its brand and unique corporate culture as a stand-alone business 

 

The EQT VIII fund (“EQT” or “EQT VIII”) has agreed to acquire SUSE, a leading global provider of 

open source infrastructure software for large enterprises, from the global infrastructure software 

business Micro Focus International plc (“Micro Focus”) for an enterprise value of USD 2.535 billion. 

The transaction is subject to Micro Focus shareholder and customary regulatory approvals. 

 

Founded in 1992, SUSE is the world’s first provider of an enterprise-grade open source Linux 

operating system. With sales of USD 320 million in the 12 months ended October 31, 2017 and 

approximately 1,400 employees worldwide, SUSE is today a market leader in enterprise-grade, open 

source software-defined infrastructure and application delivery solutions for on premise and cloud-

based workloads. During the ownership of Micro Focus, SUSE has operated as a semi-independent 

business under the leadership of Nils Brauckmann, executing on a clearly defined growth charter. 

SUSE has also successfully expanded its product portfolio, including solutions for cloud and storage 

as well as container and application delivery technology.  

 

EQT VIII will support SUSE’s next period of growth and innovation as an independent company. The 

strategy includes strengthening its position as a leading open source player, both organically and 

through add-on acquisitions, leveraging EQT’s long-term experience in the software space. Priorities 

will be to further build SUSE’s public cloud business and to expand its next-generation product 

offerings in order to strengthen SUSE as a leading provider commercializing open source for 

enterprise customers. 

 

“Today is an exciting day in SUSE’s history. By partnering with EQT, we will become a fully 

independent business,” said Nils Brauckmann, CEO of SUSE. “The next chapter in SUSE’s 

development will continue, and even accelerate, the momentum generated over the last years. 

Together with EQT, we will benefit both from further investment opportunities and having the continuity 

of a leadership team focused on securing long-term profitable growth combined with a sharp focus on 

customer and partner success. The current leadership team has managed SUSE through a period of 

significant growth and now, with continued investment in technology innovation and go to market 

capability, will further develop SUSE’s momentum going forward.” 
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Johannes Reichel, Partner at EQT Partners and Investment Advisor to EQT VIII, adds: “We are 

excited to partner with SUSE’s management in this attractive growth investment opportunity. We were 

impressed by the business’ strong performance over the last years as well as by its strong culture and 

heritage as a pioneer in the open source space. These characteristics correspond well to EQT’s DNA 

of supporting and building strong and resilient companies, and driving growth. We look forward to 

entering the next period of growth and innovation together with SUSE.” 

 

The transaction is subject to approval from Micro Focus shareholders and other relevant authorities. 

 

Jefferies acted as lead financial advisor and Arma Partners acted as financial advisor to EQT VIII. 

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP and Latham & Watkins LLP acted as legal advisors to EQT 

VIII.  

 

Contacts 

Johannes Reichel, Partner at EQT Partners, Investment Advisor to EQT VIII, +49 89 255 49 904 

EQT Press office, +46 8 506 55 334 

 

About SUSE 

SUSE, a pioneer in open source software, provides reliable, software-defined infrastructure and 

application delivery solutions that give enterprises greater control and flexibility. More than 25 years of 

engineering excellence, exceptional service and an unrivaled partner ecosystem power the products 

and support that help our customers manage complexity, reduce cost, and confidently deliver mission-

critical services. The lasting relationships we build allow us to adapt and deliver the smarter innovation 

they need to succeed – today and tomorrow.  

 

More info: www.suse.com  

 

About EQT 

EQT is a leading investment firm with approximately EUR 50 billion in raised capital across 27 funds. 

EQT funds have portfolio companies in Europe, Asia and the US with total sales of more than EUR 19 

billion and approximately 110,000 employees. EQT works with portfolio companies to achieve 

sustainable growth, operational excellence and market leadership. 

 

More info: www.eqtpartners.com   
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