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Vattenfall is a Swedish, state owned, energy company with more than 20,000 employees with operations in Sweden, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, UK and Finland. Vattenfall supports the transition to a renewable energy system and has the 
objective to become leading in sustainable energy production and thereby secure a reliable and cost effective energy supply. 
 

 

   

 

Vattenfall on the ruling of the German 
Federal Constitutional Court 

Vattenfall welcomes today’s ruling of the German Constitutional Court. It 
confirms that the immediate shutdown without compensation of the 
nuclear power plants operated by Vattenfall was not in compliance with the 
German law.  
The ruling demonstrates that the Thirteenth Law Amending the Atomic Energy Act would have had to 
include a compensation. 
 
The Federal Constitutional Court has limited itself  to stating the unconstitutional nature of the 
accelerated shutdown. There has been no decision on amount, type and time of compensation for 
Vattenfall. 
 
"Vattenfall welcomes the court decision as it clarifies the legal situation in Germany. The court 
acknowledges the right for Vattenfall as a foreign and state-owned company to bring the claim before 
the court as well as a right to compensation by the German government. The closure of nuclear power 
as such has not been considered contrary to German law. We are pursuing the process in 
Washington where Vattenfall’s right to compensation will be established, a decision is expected by the 
summer”, says Anne Gynnerstedt, Vattenfall’s General Counsel. 
 
Background:  
In 2012, Vattenfall lodged a constitutional complaint against the Thirteenth Law Amending the Atomic 
Energy Act of 31 July 2011. The complaint did not argue against the German Energiewende, but 
argued against the decision to decommission, without compensation, the nuclear power plants 
operated by Vattenfall as a result of the  Thirteenth Law Amending the Atomic Energy Act. 
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