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Cantargia announce positive preclinical data on CAN04 in bladder
cancer
Cantargia AB today announce new positive preclinical data which defines a novel additional development
opportunity for Cantargias antibody CAN04. The molecular target for CAN04, IL1RAP, has been detected
on the cancer cells in approximately 80 % of patients with bladder cancer. Furthermore, a pronounced and
statistically significant single agent activity was documented in an in vivo model of the disease. Given
current treatment strategies of bladder cancer, there are several future opportunities for CAN04 in this
disease.
Cantargia’s antibody CAN04 binds IL1RAP with high affinity and functions through both Antibody Dependent
Cellular Cytotoxicity and blockade of interleukin 1 signaling. CAN04 is investigated in phase IIa clinical development
for non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) and pancreatic cancer (PDAC).
The new data was generated using immunohistochemistry in tumor samples from 15 patients. IL1RAP was found
in the tumor microenvironment in all samples and approximately 80 % of the patients contained IL1RAP positive
cancer cells. Single agent in vivo antitumor activity has previously been documented with CAN04 in e.g. NSCLC
models performed in mice lacking a functional immune system. The new in vivo data in bladder cancer was obtained
in a mouse model with a functional immune system, which is important to understand the full effects of immune
modifying therapies such as CAN04. The cancer cells in this model overexpress IL1RAP and the antitumor activity
observed was more pronounced than observed in previous models.
In the US alone, bladder cancer affects more than 80,000 persons every year and causes almost 20,000 deaths
annually. The disease is treated with a combination of various strategies including surgery, chemotherapy or
immune therapy. At an early stage, the disease can be treated locally. Notably, patients with high IL1RAP levels
have a worse prognosis, which implies that IL1RAP has a role in the disease progression.
Local treatment of bladder cancer using immune therapy is one opportunity for CAN04 and a second is based on
the combination of cisplatin and gemcitabine often used as chemotherapy to treat the disease. Cantargia has
recently presented preclinical data showing a synergy between CAN04 and this treatment regime. The synergy is
manifested both as increased antitumor efficacy as well as less side effects from the chemotherapy. The ongoing
CANFOUR clinical trial investigates CAN04 with this combination. Once safety data has been established, the
combination may be investigated in other cancer forms.
“Cantargia’s current focus for CAN04 is NSCLC and PDAC. Once the program advances, there are opportunities
to expand development in several other forms of cancer. Bladder cancer has become an obvious disease to
investigate in the future”, Göran Forsberg, Cantargia’s CEO says.
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About Cantargia
Cantargia AB (publ), reg. no. 556791-6019, is a biotechnology company that develops antibody-based treatments for lifethreatening diseases. The basis for this is the protein IL1RAP that is involved in a number of diseases and where Cantargia has
established a platform. The main project, the antibody CAN04 (nidanilimab) is being studied in the clinical phase I/IIa CANFOUR
with a primary focus on non-small cell lung cancer and pancreatic cancer. The study is conducting both monotherapy and
combination therapy. Cantargia's other project, CANxx, is in the research phase and is aiming to develop a IL1RAP binding
antibody optimised for the treatment of autoimmune and inflammatory diseases.
Cantargia is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm (ticker: CANTA). More information about Cantargia is available at
http://www.cantargia.com.

