
 

 

Aesculap Implant Systems Launches PL-AGE® Anterior Cervical Fusion System 
 

PL-AGE is a one-piece titanium implant that offers a translational design and textured surface for 
surgical flexibility and efficiency as well as an environment that promotes fusion. 

 
Center Valley, PA (May 8, 2013) – Aesculap Implant Systems announced today the availability of the 
new PL-AGE System, a stand-alone device intended for use in anterior cervical spinal fusion 
procedures at one level from C3-C7. The PL-AGE offers an integrated plate-cage design featuring a 
one-piece titanium housing for strength, slotted screw holes for translational functionality and a textured 
surface that promotes fusion. The PL-AGE is available in a comprehensive size range with a wide 
selection of instrumentation for intra-operative flexibility. 
 
Designed for Surgical Efficiency 
The PL-AGE implant has an all-in-one implant design that combines low-profile tabs with a titanium 
cage for ease in insertion and multiple insertion options to accommodate intra-operative flexibility and 
surgeon preference. The slotted screw hole design of the PL-AGE implant allows for various screw 
placement positions for both semi-constrained and translational functionality and cranial/caudal and 
medial/lateral screw angulations. The design allows for quick placement and locking of the bone screw 
with a visual and tactile locking verification. 
 
Osteogenic Environment 
The PL-AGE implant has a textured surface that provides immediate mechanical fixation and reduces 
the opportunity for implant migration. The PL-AGE implant promotes natural BMP release induced via 
direct bone contact with the roughened titanium surface.1 The PL-AGE features a large graft window for 
packing autogenous bone and the dynamic construct capabilities provides a means for continuous graft 
loading as well as up to 3 mm of settling via the slotted screw holes. 
 
Comprehensive Size Range 
The PL-AGE Anterior Cervical Fusion System is available in a comprehensive size range with multiple 
implant footprints to accommodate varying patient anatomy. Self-drilling/self-tapping and self-tapping 
screws are available in two sizes and four lengths. 
 
The PL-AGE implant was designed by Fred H. Geisler M.D., Ph.D. of the Chicago Back Institute at 
Swedish Covenant Hospital, a recognized international expert in spinal care and one of the nation's 
leading authorities on spinal cord injuries and degenerative diseases of the spine. He has adopted 
many fusion technologies at their onset and was the first physician in the U.S. to adopt anterior cervical 
plating. He said, “The PL-AGE implant is the only truly dynamic translational stand alone cervical 
stabilization device that incorporates the superior mechanical benefits of dynamic stabilization, learned 
from clinical experience with dynamic cervical plates. Contact between the rough textured titanium 
surface of the PL-AGE implant cage and the endplates, along with the generous bone graft window, 
provides an optimal osteogenic environment.  This rough textured surface also provides immediate 
mechanical stability, making screw insertion safe, fast and accurate.  Furthermore, the PL-AGE screw 
insertion does not damage the vertebral endplates with screw holes, as occurs with other stand alone  
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devices, since the PL-AGE screws are inserted in standard ACDF plate trajectories through dynamic 
slots in two small tabs lying on the anterior vertebral body cortex.  These two small tabs also effectively 
block the PL-AGE from rotation and angled subluxation during the normal healing of the arthrodesis 
into a mature cervical fusion.  Thus, the PL-AGE incorporates the best mechanical and osteogenic 
features learned over the last 25 years for efficacy, speed and safety - all combined in one implant.”   
 
 1 Olivares-Navarrete, R., Gittens, R., Schneider, J., Hyzy, S., Haithcock, B.S., Ullrich, P., Schwartz, Z., Boyan, B. Osteoblasts exhibit a more 
differentiated phenotype and increased bone morphogenetic protein production on titanium alloy substrates than on poly-ether-ether-ketone. 
The Spine Journal. 2012 March; 12(3):265-272 

 
About Aesculap Implant Systems, LLC 
Aesculap Inc., a B. Braun company, founded in 1867 in Tuttlingen, Germany, is the world’s largest and 
one of the most respected manufacturers of surgical instruments and sterilization containers. Aesculap 
is a leading, privately-owned manufacturing company, passionately committed to providing high-quality, 
innovative products and services to all surgical disciplines, with particular focus in the fields of General, 
Neuro, Spine and Orthopaedics. 
 
Aesculap Implant Systems, LLC, established by Aesculap, Inc. in 2005, focuses on delivering 
innovative solutions to the spine and orthopaedic markets. Aesculap Implant Systems maintains a 
surgeon/patient focus with the goal of improved operative procedures and patient outcomes leading to 
an improved quality of life. For more information about Aesculap Implant Systems or its medical 
products, call 800-234-9179, email us at info@aesculap.com or visit 
www.AesculapImplantSystems.com. 
 
About B. Braun  

B. Braun Medical Inc. (B.Braun), a leader in infusion therapy and pain management, develops,  
manufactures, and markets innovative medical products and services to the healthcare industry. The 
Company is committed to eliminating preventable treatment errors and enhancing patient, clinician and 
environmental safety. Guided by its “Sharing Expertise®” philosophy, B.Braun continuously exchanges 
knowledge with customers, partners and clinicians to address the critical issues of improving care and 
lowering costs. 
 
The B.Braun group of companies includes B.Braun, Aesculap® and CAPS®. B.Braun’s U.S. 
headquarters is located in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, with its global headquarters based in Melsungen, 
Germany. It employs more than 44,000 employees in more than 50 countries throughout the world. To 
learn more about B.Braun visit www.bbraunusa.com.  
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