
You’re hired: Margaret Mountford joins office* show Keynote line-up

Lawyer and businesswoman Margaret Mountford, one of Lord Sugar's original advisors in BBC1's hit show The Apprentice, has
been confirmed for a headline Keynote session at this year’s office* show on 8 October 2014 at London’s Olympia.    

As the UK’s leading annual two-day business event for executive support professionals, office*’s free Keynote programme is
renowned for attracting a host of ‘inspirational’ big names from the world of business.  Former headline Keynote speakers
include Karren Brady, Deborah Meaden, Michelle Mone and Jacqueline Gold, and now it’s Ms Mountford’s turn to draw in the
crowds for 2014.

Margaret’s session at office* (a live Q&A hosted by Executive Secretary Magazine’s editor Lucy Brazier), will include insights
and anecdotes garnered from a hugely successful – and extensive – career.  Best known for her five series stint on The
Apprentice, her eclectic resume includes 16 years as a lawyer with Herbert Smith, non-executive director at Amstrad, a PhD in
Papyrology, (host of) a one-off BBC documentary on Pompeii: The Mystery of the People Frozen in Time, and chair of the
Bright Ideas Trust, a charity set up to help young people starting up their own businesses.  No stranger to discussing the ‘big’
issues of the day, she returned to our TV screens this week (on 15-16 July) to co-present the BBC’s Nick and Margaret – Too
Many Immigrants?.

Other show announcements today include a newly-confirmed session with Paralympic athlete Martine Wright (11.30am, 8
October).  Sharing its title with the oft-quoted call to action – ‘If not you then who, if not now then when?’ – Martine’s talk
promises to be the most thought provoking speech of the event.

From 7/7 London bombing victim to competing in the British sitting volleyball team at the London 2012 Paralympic Games,
Martine’s is an inspirational story of triumph over adversity.  Since losing both legs in the 2005 terrorist attack, she has
courageously rebuilt her life and now embraces new opportunities at every turn.  From skydiving to gaining a pilot's licence to
representing her country at the highest level.

Her positive and determined attitude to every challenge has seen her awarded the prestigious ‘2012 BBC Sports Personality of
the Year Helen Rollason Award for outstanding achievement in the face of adversity’, and named ‘Inspirational Woman of the
Year 2012’ by Zest Magazine.

“Martine Wright is an inspiration to all those lucky enough to hear her story, and we are delighted to welcome her
to office* 2014,” says David Maguire, event manager of office*.

From one inspirational woman to another.  Heather Melville, Director of Strategic Partnerships at RBS, will also be making
her office* show debut on 8 October (2.15pm).

In her aptly named session ‘Doing it my way’, she’ll share insights and highlights from her 36-year career in finance.  As the
founder and global chair of the RBS Focused Women’s Network, which has around 12,000 members in 33 countries, Heather
has done much to promote and support the talents of her colleagues in the financial sector.  In 2010, she won the prestigious
Women in Banking & Finance (WIBF) Champion for Women Award, and in 2012 she was named a recipient of The
International Alliance for Women (TIAW) World of Difference 100 Award for her work in advancing the economic
empowerment of women.

Whilst the full Keynote line-up is still to be unveiled (more announcements are expected from event organiser Diversified
Communications UK within days), the initial programme is now available to view on the show’s website
at www.officeshow.co.uk/education/keynote-theatre.

Notable Keynote highlights include sessions featuring Liz Doogan-Hobbs MBE, undefeated world champion water-skier and
founder of Liz Hobbs Group (the UK’s largest supplier of music in sport), and Vicky Silverthorn, former PA to Lily Allen and
founder of You Need A Vicky.  Whilst Thomas Trautmann, former executive assistant to Gianni Versace, and Deborah Shaw,
former personal assistant to Charlton Heston, the current and past presidents of the Association of Celebrity Assistants in the
UK, will be lifting the lid on the secret and often glamorous world of the celebrity PA in an exclusive interview hosted by Colette
Doyle, Editor of PA Life Magazine.



Doyle, Editor of PA Life Magazine.

“When I first started out as a PA, with so much to learn, I would never have dreamt that I would have a career interesting and
exciting enough that I would be invited to speak at office*,” says Vicky Silverthorn, about her forthcoming appearance in the
show’s Keynote Theatre.  “It just goes to show that you can take yourself anywhere you want in life.”

With over 4,000 attendees, including PAs, EAs, Vas, from organisations across the UK, set to attend this year’s office* show,
Silverthorn’s motivational message is going to exactly the right audience.

office* 2014 returns to Olympia, London, on 7-8 October.  To register for a free entry ticket (including admission to the
Keynote Theatre), please visit www.officeshow.co.uk and use priority code OFF402 (direct
link: http://www.eventdata.co.uk/Visitor/Office14.aspx?TrackingCode=OFF402).
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Media enquiries & press pass requests:
Emma-Louise Jones, PR Manager 
t: 44 (0)1273 645134  e: ejones@divcom.co.uk  
Website: www.divcom.co.uk  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/DiversifiedUK  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/DiversifiedUK  
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=5009585

office* exhibitor enquiries: 
David Maguire, office* Event Manager 
t: 44 (0)1273 645127  e: dmaguire@divcom.co.uk 
Website: www.officeshow.co.uk 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/officeshow 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/office/116716991701373 
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Notes:

office* was shortlisted for ‘Best UK Trade Show Exhibition (under 2,000m2)’ at the Association of Event Organisers (AEO)
Excellence Awards in both 2013 and 2014.
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Diversified Communications UK (Diversified UK) is a fast growing trade event organiser and publisher based in Brighton,
Peterborough, Leamington Spa, and Nailsworth, Glos.  In addition to office*, Diversified UK’s portfolio includes SITS – The
Service Desk & IT Support Show; ServiceDesk360; Casual Dining; Natural & Organic Products Europe; Natural and
Organic Awards; Nordic Organic Food Fair & Natural Products Scandinavia in Malmö, Sweden; camexpo; Natural
Products magazine; Natural Beauty Yearbook; Ocean Business (including Offshore Survey Conference & Ocean Careers);
OceanBuzz; MARELEC Marine Electromagnetics conference (in Philadelphia, USA); Euro Bus Expo; Coach and Bus Live;
Best of Britain & Ireland; The Route One Operator Excellence Awards; The National Coach Tourism Awards; Route One
magazine; and Coach Monthly.  For more information, visit: www.divcom.co.uk.

Diversified UK is part of Diversified Communications, a leading international media company providing market access,
education and information through global, national and regional face-to-face events, eMedia, publications and television
stations.  Diversified serves a number of industries including: seafood, food service, natural and organic, healthcare,
commercial marine, and business management.  Based in Portland, Maine, USA, Diversified employs over 800 staff, with
divisions in the Eastern United States, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, India, Thailand and the United Kingdom.  For more
information, visit: www.divcom.com

Separations charge: Please email all offers to the show’s marketing manager at rwebb@divcom.co.uk.  Please do not phone.


