
Godiva Awakes first Gold Patron leads way in a mission for
regeneration of local business community
Leading Coventry business recovery specialist, Cranfield, is inspiring other local companies to come together to support the regions
involvement in the London 2012 Olympic Games. As the first Gold Patron of Godiva Awakes, which represents the regions involvement in the
Games, Cranfield is sending the message that the event represents much more for the future of business within the Midlands than just being a
creative Olympic project.          

Godiva Awakes sees a mechanically engineered six-metre animated Lady Godiva puppet, powered by 100 cyclists on a Cyclopaedia designed
and manufactured by local businesses, on her seven-day journey from Coventry to London, accompanied by a carnival of over 220 dancers
and performers.                                                                                           

Cranfield’s managing director, Tony Mitchell, who takes a proactive role in the local business community, was recently invited to the maiden
unveiling of Godiva’s luxurious coat, which will cover the puppet. Within the lining of the coat each of the ten patrons will have their own
embroidered panel. After Godiva’s procession to London, the coat will be on display in Coventry Cathedral following the Olympics.

Cranfield initially became a patron of the project in November 2011 after directors Tony Mitchell and Patrick Murtagh attended a mystery tour
event when the project was announced, and Gold Patrons were invited to support it. The event involved travelling in a vintage bus from the
Coventry Transport Museum to a secret location in Coventry to see Godiva take her first steps in public. This sparked a keen interest from
Tony and Patrick, who could see the potential for this ambitious project to symbolise regeneration of the various industries throughout the
region.

Tony Mitchell, managing director of Cranfield Business Recovery said: “We are keen supporters of this project as we have witnessed
the passionate drive of the team behind it. It is an amazing opportunity to bring the Coventry business community together and will definitely
help to put pride back into our city.”

Godiva Awakes is the brainchild of Imagineer Productions, and although it is Olympiad-themed, it represents much more for the Midlands by
symbolising a new spirit for regeneration, especially in the manufacturing sector. Godiva’s extravagant coat depicts a diverse range of sectors
that have long been represented throughout the region in manufacturing, engineering, transport, watchmaking, glass-making, chain-making
and video and digital games.

Jane Hytch said: “We were extremely happy that Cranfield were the first to become patrons of the Godiva Awakes project. Having such a well-
regarded Coventry business take the first step I’m sure inspired other businesses to follow suit. It was always our intention for this to be more
than just a creative project and from the outset we wanted Godiva to by a symbolic representation of all that is great in the Midlands, and our
proud industrial heritage.”

Cranfield, which is regularly at the heart of the some of the regions most successful business events, recently hosted an ‘Olympic breakfast’
where they invited guest speakers Eddie the Eagle Edwards, David Moorcroft, and Katrina Wootton, to talk alongside Jane Hytch in presenting
the Godiva Awakes project to many of their contacts and associates. This aided in boosting the profile of the project within the business
community and gave Jane Hytch the opportunity to invite the last two Gold Patrons on board.

The Cranfield team have also been invited by the project to join the carnival procession as Godiva is awakened in her opening ceremony on
28th July in Coventry, for which thousands of tickets sold out within the first hour.

Tony Mitchell, Cranfield Business Recovery on tel: 024 7655 3700, email: tony.mitchell@cranfieldbusinessrecovery.co.uk or

Denise Taylor, Bridge PR & Media Services on tel: 024 76 520025, email: denise@bridgepr.co.uk

Cranfield Business Recovery is a firm of insolvency practitioners which employs 16 staff in its Coventry office.  At present they are the number
one insolvency practice in Coventry. It was set up in November 2001 to offer a professional service to people with corporate, business or
personal financial problems and to work closely with professional advisers to assist their clients. The firm is led by licensed insolvency
practitioner, Tony Mitchell. It aims to offer a bespoke service in a friendly environment in circumstances that are often difficult and stressful.


