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Turkish Airlines announces a commitment to order 20 + 20 

787-9 Dreamliners, talks with Boeing started 
 

During Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit to New York to join the United Nations 

General Assembly, Boeing and Turkish Airlines announced a commitment to order 40 787-9 

Dreamliners. 

 

"Our agreement to purchase 787 Dreamliners is a significant step forward in enhancing our 

passengers’ flight experience as these aircraft are the latest and one of the most advanced in the 

world," said M. İlker Aycı, Chairman of the Board and the Executive Committee, Turkish 

Airlines. "This order is set to play a key role in our growing business in the years to come, and 

we look forward to further continue our relationship with Boeing. During the talks to finalize the 

order, we are strictly evaluating the $1 billion worth business volume for the local Turkish 

supplier industry"  

 

In addition to this order commitment, Boeing and the Turkish government also announced the 

Boeing Turkey National Aerospace Initiative, which is designed to support the growth of the 

Turkish aerospace industry, in conjunction with the targets set by Turkey’s Vision 2023, and 

strengthen Boeing’s presence in the market.   

“Boeing’s relationship with Turkey spans more than 70 years and we have outstanding long-term 

partnerships,” said Ray Conner, Boeing vice chairman. “Working together with Turkey, we are 

now taking our collaboration to the next level, which will accelerate the growth of the Turkish 

aerospace industry while achieving Boeing’s long-term objective to expand its presence in the 

marketplace. Apart from this, we greatly value the new order commitment that we announce 

together with Turkish Airlines, the national flag carrier of Turkey, and aim to move this successful 

cooperation much more forward in the forthcoming periods.”  

 

The initiative outlines a strategic framework that aligns Boeing investment and programs with 

Turkish Aviation Industry’ key figures/ stakeholders, in the areas of research, engineering and 

skills development. It also reflects Boeing’s confidence in the outlook for Turkey as a significant 

market and a leading global industry participant. 
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About Turkish Airlines: 

Established in 1933 with a fleet of five aircraft, Star Alliance member Turkish Airlines is a 4-star airline today with a 
fleet of 328 (passenger and cargo) aircraft flying to 300 destinations worldwide with 251 international and 49 
domestic. According to the 2017 Skytrax survey, Turkish Airlines, already having a six consecutive years of “Best 

Airline in Europe” award between 2011-2016, now chosen as the "Best Airline in Southern Europe" for the ninth 
consecutive times. Having won the "Best Economy Class Onboard Catering" award in 2010, Turkish Airlines also 
awarded as the World’s "Best Business Class Onboard Catering” in 2013, 2014 and 2016, and 2017. Winning the 
“World’s Best Business Class Lounge” award in 2015 and 2017, the global carrier also picked up the World’s “Best 

Business Class Lounge Dining” award for the third consecutive years according to this year’s survey results. More 
information about Turkish Airlines can be found on its official website www.turkishairlines.com or its social media 
accounts on Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, Linkedin, and Instagram 

 
About Star Alliance: 
 
The Star Alliance network was established in 1997 as the first truly global airline alliance to offer worldwide reach, 
recognition and seamless service to the international traveller. Its acceptance by the market has been recognized by 
numerous awards, including the Air Transport World Market Leadership Award and Best Airline Alliance by both 
Business Traveller Magazine and Skytrax. The member airlines are: Adria Airways, Aegean Airlines, Air Canada, Air 
China, Air India, Air New Zealand, ANA, Asiana Airlines, Austrian, Avianca, Avianca Brasil, Brussels Airlines, Copa 
Airlines, Croatia Airlines, EGYPTAIR, Ethiopian Airlines, EVA Air, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, Scandinavian 
Airlines, Shenzhen Airlines, Singapore Airlines, South African Airways, SWISS, TAP Portugal, Turkish Airlines, 
THAI and United. Overall, the Star Alliance network currently offers more than 18,450 daily flights to 1,300 airports 
in 190 countries. Further connecting flights are offered by Star Alliance Connecting Partner, Juneyao Airlines. 
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