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 ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, NOVEMBER 5, 2018 

ABB wins $40 million order for 
eco-efficient substation in Germany 
Electrical substation upgrade with innovative gas-insulated switchgear 
helps TransnetBW to reduce environmental impact 

ABB has won an order of around $40 million from German transmission grid operator TransnetBW to up-
grade a high-voltage substation in Obermooweiler, in the German state of Baden-Wuerttemberg. As an 
integral part of the upgrade, ABB will install the world’s first 380-kilovolt (kV) gas-insulated switchgear 
(GIS) which uses an environmentally friendly alternative gas mixture to the industry standard SF6.  

Substations enable the efficient and reliable transmission and distribution of electricity. Within the sub-
station, switchgear controls and protects the network from power outages and facilitates reliable elec-
tricity supply.  

Due to its unique physical properties, SF₆ gas has been used extensively in the electrical industry for dec-
ades.  It is however, a greenhouse gas and ABB has been working on alternative solutions. In 2015, ABB 
successfully commissioned a substation using the AirPlus™ switchgear technology for a 170-kV GIS sub-
station in Zurich, based on the alternative gas mixture.  

The new 380-kV Obermooweiler GIS substation, is a further milestone, positioning ABB at the forefront 
of eco-efficient innovations. It supports Germany’s targeted reduction of 40 percent in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2020 and up to 95 percent by 2050.  

“With more than 30 years of technology partnership between ABB and TransnetBW, we are embarking on 
yet another innovation milestone” said Claudio Facchin, President of ABB’s Power Grids division. “ABB’s 
eco-efficient GIS solution will lower environmental impact while strengthening the transmission grid”.  

“With this project, we are pleased to pave the way for a technical innovation that can make an important 
contribution to climate protection”, said Dr. Werner Götz, Managing Director of TransnetBW.  

In 2018, ABB is celebrating the 50th anniversary of GIS, a technology it pioneered. The compact design of 
a GIS allows a space saving of up to 70 percent compared to an air-insulated switchgear (AIS) substa-
tion. As a market and technology leader in high-voltage GIS technology, ABB offers ratings and applica-
tions from 72.5 kV to 1200 kV and has a global installed base of more than 30,000 bays. ABB’s latest of-
fering includes eco-efficient and digital capabilities.  

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in power grids, electrification products, in-
dustrial automation and robotics and motion, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & 
infrastructure globally. Continuing a history of innovation spanning more than 130 years, ABB today is 
writing the future of industrial digitalization with two clear value propositions: bringing electricity from 
any power plant to any plug and automating industries from natural resources to finished products. As 
title partner in ABB Formula E, the fully electric international FIA motorsport class, ABB is pushing the 
boundaries of e-mobility to contribute to a sustainable future. ABB operates in more than 100 countries 
with about 147,000 employees. www.abb.com 

http://www.abb.com/
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For more information please contact: 

Media Relations 
Phone: +41 43 317 71 11 
Email: media.relations@ch.abb.com 
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