
 
 

ZURICH,  SWITZERLAND, JUNE 25, 2018 

ABB to power new Virgin Voyages 
cruise ship fleet with highest energy 
efficiency 
ABB to supply the complete electric power and propulsion package for the 
Virgin Voyages’ new fleet.  

The initial Virgin Voyages vessel, due for delivery in 2020, will be the first of a fleet of three innovative 
ships designed and built with environmental responsibility in mind. 

Each of the 110,000 gross ton vessels will feature ABB’s Azipod® propulsion, a gearless steerable 
propulsion system where the electric drive motor is in a submerged pod outside the ship hull. Azipod® 
propulsion has become an industry standard in the cruise segment, with the proven ability to cut fuel 
consumption by up to 15 percent compared to traditional shaftline propulsion systems.  

Each vessel will also feature ABB’s complete electric power plant concept – a solution encompassing 
electricity generators, main switchboards, distribution transformers and a remote control system for 
maneuvering the Azipod® units from the bridge. The combination of Azipod® propulsion and ABB’s 
electric power plant concept makes it possible to configure all of the equipment for optimized 
performance, resulting in increased efficiency and lower emissions. 

 

 ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in electrification products, robotics and mo-
tion, industrial automation and power grids, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & in-
frastructure globally. Continuing a history of innovation spanning more than 130 years, ABB today is 
writing the future of industrial digitalization with two clear value propositions: bringing electricity from 
any power plant to any plug and automating industries from natural resources to finished products. As 
title partner of Formula E, the fully electric international FIA motorsport class, ABB is pushing the bound-
aries of e-mobility to contribute to a sustainable future. ABB operates in more than 100 countries with 
about 135,000 employees. www.abb.com 
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