
 

1/1 

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 2,  2017 

ABB wins $30 million order to 
strengthen power infrastructure in Iraq 
Substation to connect new power plant near Basra to national grid 

ABB has won an order to supply and install a substation at the 3,000 megawatt (MW) Rumaila power 
plant, located in the Basra region of southern Iraq. The completed power plant will be operated by 
Shamara Holding Group (SHG), one of Iraq’s largest private industrial conglomerates and an independent 
power producer. The Rumaila power plant is expected to increase power generation capacity by about 
20 percent and address acute shortages of electricity, hampering economic growth in the country. The 
order was booked in the second quarter of 2017. 

The 3,000 MW from the Rumaila power plant will add to Iraq’s current generation of 13,000 MW, which is 
short of the country’s peak load demand of about 23,000 MW. Iraq balances its high power demand and 
low supply capacity through load shedding, which means power is only available to its 34 million citizens 
for about 15 hours each day. The addition of new generating plants will increase electricity supply, and 
support economic growth. 

ABB will design, engineer, supply and install the 400 kilovolt (kV) air insulated switchgear (AIS) substation, 
which will be equipped with technology and instrument transformers from ABB. The substation will also 
be equipped with advanced digital control, protection and telecommunication systems. 

“Our advanced substation solution will help bring much needed electricity to the region by expanding 
capacity and strengthening Iraq’s power infrastructure, bringing much needed power to consumers”, said 
Claudio Facchin, president of ABB’s Power Grids division. “This project adds to our extensive installed 
base in the region and supports our Next Level strategic thrust on growing markets.” 

ABB is the world’s leading supplier of substations with voltage levels up to 1,100 kV. These substations 
enable the efficient and reliable transmission and distribution of electricity with minimum environmental 
impact, serving utility, industry and commercial customers as well as sectors like railways, urban 
transportation and renewables. 

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in electrification products, robotics and 
motion, industrial automation and power grids, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & 
infrastructure globally. Continuing a more than 125-year history of innovation, ABB today is writing the 
future of industrial digitalization and driving the Energy and Fourth Industrial Revolutions. ABB operates 
in more than 100 countries with about 132,000 employees. www.abb.com 
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