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Telia and Kelluu lift 5G coverage to new heights with airships 
 
Telia and Finland’s Kelluu, the operator of the world’s largest airship fleet, have demonstrated how 
5G connectivity for mission-critical applications can be rapidly deployed from above in locations 
without mobile network coverage. 

At a recent defense technology event in Lapland, the partners attached a Nokia Kolibri small-cell base station 
to one of Kelluu’s autonomous, hydrogen-powered airships. An airborne link to Telia’s core network was then 
established via satellite, supporting secure 5G connections for users on the ground by means of the 3.5 GHz 
frequency.  

Janne Hietala, Kelluu CEO: “The base station rises into the air, covers an area and remains in place without 
the requirement for fixed infrastructure, even in Arctic conditions. Mountains and forests are no longer 
obstacles to coverage. And when the need for 5G shifts, the base station moves too.” 

As a further benefit, connectivity can be accessed using conventional handsets, rather than being limited to 
satellite-compatible devices. It can also support drones, autonomous vehicles and sensors. 

During 2025, Telia partnered with Nokia and the Finnish Defense Forces to conduct the world’s first 
standalone 5G slice handover between multiple countries in a live network, and trialed 5G remote operation 
of armored vehicles as part of Finland’s eALLIANCE program. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
For more information, contact Telia Company’s press office on +46 (0)771 77 58 30, visit our newsroom 
and follow us on LinkedIn. To download our logo, high-resolution images of Telia leaders, offices and 
solutions, or B-roll footage for editorial use, visit our media bank. 
 
ABOUT TELIA 
 
Telia Company (STO: TELIA) is a leading telecommunications operator in the Nordic and Baltic regions. 
Every day, we deliver world-class connectivity and communications services to millions of customers 
through our sustainable and secure networks – enabling people, businesses and societies to thrive and 
grow. Our unique position at the center of digitalization shapes our ambition to be a trusted and progressive 
partner and gives us our purpose: to reinvent better connected living. Find out more 
at www.teliacompany.com/en. 
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