
AZ enters licensing agreement with CMS for Plendil
 

ASTRAZENECA ENTERS LICENSING AGREEMENT WITH CHINA MEDICAL SYSTEM HOLDINGS FOR HYPERTENSION
MEDICINE

Agreement for Plendil in China reinforces AstraZeneca's focus on innovative medicines

AstraZeneca today announced it has entered into a licensing agreement with China Medical System Holdings Ltd (CMS) for the
commercialisation rights in China to its calcium channel blocker, Plendil (felodipine). Plendil was first approved in China in 1995 for the
treatment of hypertension or high blood pressure and in 2015 achieved Product Sales of $189 million.

Under the terms of the agreement, CMS will pay AstraZeneca $310 million for the license to sell Plendil in China. AstraZeneca will maintain a
significant, long term interest in the future value derived from Plendil sales in China and will manufacture and supply the medicine to CMS.
AstraZeneca will retain the global rights to Plendil outside China. The transaction does not include the transfer of any AstraZeneca employees
or facilities.

Mark Mallon, Executive Vice President, International at AstraZeneca, said: "This commercial collaboration supports our strategy of working with
a local partner to maximise the value from our medicines in China, our second largest market globally. The agreement ensures widespread
patient access to an established medicine and continued long-term revenues, while focusing our resources on commercialising innovative new
medicines from our pipeline across our main therapy areas."

Mr. Lam Kong, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer at China Medical System Holdings Ltd said: "We are pleased to be entering into this
agreement with AstraZeneca. Plendil, while a mature brand in AstraZeneca's portfolio, represents a significant commercial opportunity in
China, supported by our long track record in the market, our nationwide coverage and expertise."

The licensing agreement for Plendil will close at signing and revenue from the agreement will be reported as Externalisation Revenue in
AstraZeneca's financial statements. The agreement does not impact AstraZeneca's financial guidance for 2016.

AstraZeneca has also entered into an agreement with CMS and its associated company, Tibet Rhodiola Pharmaceutical Holding Co., for the
divestment of the global rights to Imdur outside the US. Imdur is a mature medicine for the prevention of angina in patients with heart disease;
its global sales outside the US were $57 million in 2015. Under the terms of this agreement, AstraZeneca will receive $190 million for the rights
to Imdur in all markets outside the US. The divestment is expected to close in the second quarter of 2016 and income from the agreement will
be reported as Core Other Operating Income. The agreement does not impact AstraZeneca's financial guidance for 2016.

About Plendil
Plendil (felodipine) is a calcium antagonist used for the treatment of hypertension and the prophylaxis of chronic stable angina pectoris. Plendil
works by blocking the action of calcium on blood vessels and the heart, allowing the blood vessels to relax and the heart to beat more slowly
and with less force. The sustained release formulation of Plendil is administered once daily and can control blood pressure throughout the day
with proven efficacy and a low side effect rate. Plendil was first approved by the FDA in 1991 and later in Europe, China and other markets.

 

About Imdur
Imdur is an oral extended-release formulation of isosorbide mononitrate (ISMN), indicated for the prevention of angina pectoris due to
coronary artery disease. ISMN is an organic nitrate and the major biologically active metabolite of isosorbide dinitrate (ISDN). It is a vasodilator
with effects on both arteries and veins. Imdur was developed by AstraZeneca and first launched in Europe in 1985. Since its first launch, it has
been marketed in over 40 countries.

About China Medical System Holdings Ltd
China Medical System Holdings Ltd is a pharmaceutical products service provider based in China, focusing on marketing, promotion and sales
of prescription drugs to all therapeutic departments in hospitals. The Group was established in 1995, and was listed on Alternative Investment
Market in London (ticker: CMSH) in June 2007, the Group was listed on the Main Board of the Stock Exchange on 28 September 2010 and it
was delisted from Alternative Investment Market on the same day. The Group has two business models commonly employed by the
pharmaceutical industry in China: Direct Academic Orientated Promotion Model and Agency Promotion Model, and with two corresponding and
distinct third-party promotion networks: the Direct Network and the Agency Promotion Network, both of which hold leading positions in the
Chinese market. As of 30 June 2015, the Group's Direct Network had covered more than 18,000 hospitals in China, while the Group's Agency
Network had covered around 6,000 hospitals across the country.

About Tibet Rhodiola Pharmaceutical Holding Co
Tibet Rhodiola Pharmaceutical is a joint stock company established in the PRC with limited liability. It was established in 1999 and its shares
are listed on the Shanghai Stock Exchange (Stock Name: Tibet Pharmaceutical (西藏藥業), Stock Code: 600211). It is the first high-tech
pharmaceutical company in Tibet and also a modern company which combines the research and development, production and sales of
Tibetan medicine, herbal, chemical as well as biological products. Its product portfolio covers biologicals, Tibetan medicines, Traditional
Chinese Medicines and chemical drugs, mainly including XinHuoSu, Nuodikang, Shiwei Dida capsule, etc. CMS is the largest shareholder of
Tibet Pharmaceutical. 

 

About AstraZeneca

AstraZeneca is a global, innovation-driven biopharmaceutical business that focuses on the discovery, development and commercialisation of
prescription medicines, primarily for the treatment of diseases in three main therapy areas - respiratory, inflammation, autoimmune disease



prescription medicines, primarily for the treatment of diseases in three main therapy areas - respiratory, inflammation, autoimmune disease
(RIA), cardiovascular and metabolic disease (CVMD) and oncology - as well as in infection and neuroscience. AstraZeneca operates in over
100 countries and its innovative medicines are used by millions of patients worldwide. For more information please visit: www.astrazeneca.com
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