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TRANSAID TO LAUNCH DRIVER TRAINING INITIATIVE IN UGANDA 

 
International development charity Transaid is expanding its successful Professional Driver 

Training Project (PDTP) into its third country, after the programme successfully increased 

standards of commercial driver training methods in Zambia and Tanzania. 

 

The initial 12 month programme will be rolled out in Uganda – a  country which has one of 

the highest road traffic fatality rates – with an estimated 28.9 road traffic deaths  per 100,000 

population, compared to 3.7 in the UK*.  

 

Transaid will be working with the ‘Safe Way, Right Way’ Partnership and Central Corridor 

Transit Transport Facilitation Agency to implement the scheme during the rest of 2014, and 

will begin by conducting PCV (Passenger Carrying Vehicle) training of driver trainers in 

Kampala, followed by HGV training. 

 

Transaid is ideally placed to conduct this type of training having supported the development 

of the professional driver training at the Industrial Training Centre in Zambia since 2008 and 

the National Institute of Transport in Tanzania since 2010. Traditionally driver training in 

Africa has been mainly theory based, but through the PDTP Transaid has increased the ratio 

of hands-on practical training, essential for developing safer drivers. The PDTP is supported 

by a management board consisting of representatives from the UK transport companies who 

contribute through secondment of volunteers, donation of training vehicles and providing 

strategic advice.   

 

Gary Forster, Transaid’s Chief Executive, says: “The PDTP has been a hugely effective 

project in Zambia and Tanzania and Transaid has been at the forefront of changing the 

driving habits of literally thousands of commercial vehicle drivers. We hope to mirror the 

achievements of the project from those countries in Uganda. 

 

Release date:  30 June 2014 



“Key to the successful implementation of our projects is our fantastic team of professional 

volunteers and corporate partners who have been supporting the Professional Driver 

Training Project for the last six years.  We gladly welcome any businesses in the transport 

industry here in the UK who are interested in getting involved.” 

 

Transaid’s Project Manager for Road Safety Neil Rettie, adds: “Launching the scheme in 

Uganda is a major undertaking, but is a key step to creating safer roads in the country. 

Uganda has one of the highest road crash death rates in Africa, so projects like the PDTP 

are vital to increase education and awareness surrounding road safety  which ultimately 

saves lives.” 

 

For further information about Transaid or to find out how to get involved with the charity visit 

www.transaid.org.  

 

*Figures courtesy of the WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety 2013. 
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Note to Editor:  

Transaid (www.transaid.org) is an international development agency that aims to improve people’s 
quality of life in the developing world by making transport more available and affordable. It was 
founded by Save the Children and the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (UK) and works 
by sharing skills and knowledge with local people to enable them to put in place and manage efficient 
transport systems. 
 
Transaid’s core work includes creating transport management systems for the public sector and 
assisting with the provision of professional driving qualification development and the training of driver 
trainers.  It also assists with teaching preventive vehicle maintenance management and introducing 
local, low cost transport solutions including its innovative bicycle ambulance. Transaid also helps 
promote HIV, AIDS and road safety awareness and shares its specialist knowledge with the 
humanitarian aid sector. 
 
Transaid enjoys strong backing from the transport and logistics industry and the active involvement of 
its patron, HRH The Princess Royal. 
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