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WINTER ROAD ACCIDENTS PROVE IMPORTANCE OF COLD 

WEATHER TYRES 

 

Snow and ice were the cause of more than 6,000 road accidents in Great Britain 

last year, according to statistics* issued by the Department for Transport (DfT) this 

week.  

 

They show it was motorists who felt the brunt of the treacherous conditions, with 

5,070 car accidents being attributed to snow and ice-covered roads.  A further 324 

light goods vehicles were also involved in accidents due to wintery conditions, 

causing chaos for businesses trying to make deliveries and staff struggling to get 

to work.  

 

With temperatures around the UK already beginning to drop, ATS Euromaster is 

reminding vehicle and fleet owners that now is the time to prepare their vehicles for 

the winter months ahead. 

 

Peter Fairlie, ATS Euromaster’s Group Sales Director, says: “Don’t wait until your 

light commercial vehicles become stranded and can’t make deliveries, or one of 

your company cars slides out of control and causes an accident. 

 

“Fitting cold weather tyres is a straightforward and cost-effective way to help your 

fleet not only stay safer when the temperatures plummet, but mobile too. 

 

“The DfT statistics prove how dangerous UK roads can be during winter. It’s little 

wonder we’ve continued to see an uptake in Fleet Managers equipping cars and 

vans with cold weather tyres.” 
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Issued as part of the DfT’s Road Accidents and Safety Annual Report 2012, the 

statistics also revealed skidding to be the most common form of accident for car 

and van drivers on ice and snow covered roads, with 2,198 combined cases last 

year alone. 

 

Cold weather tyres offer greatly improved grip, handling, cornering and reduced 

braking distances when temperatures drop below seven degrees Celsius – at 

which point the performance of ‘summer’ tyres deteriorates as the rubber becomes 

harder and less ‘elastic’. As a result, summer tyres suffer from reduced grip and 

braking ability, and deliver a less comfortable ride. 

 

ATS Euromaster expects its sales of budget, mid-range and premium cold weather 

tyres to exceed £10million in 2013, as the popularity of seasonal fitments continues 

to grow. The company has already stockpiled tens of thousands of the specialist 

tyres in centres nationwide to meet demand. 

 

Of the 6,217 reported accidents in Great Britain last year which were attributed to 

snow and ice, 186 involved pedal bikes, 336 motorcycles, 5,070 cars, 324 light 

goods vehicles, 149 HGVs, 75 buses and coaches and 77 other vehicles. 

 

ends 

* www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/ras20-drivers-riders-and-vehicles-in-reported-road-
accidents 
 
About ATS Euromaster 
Birmingham-based ATS Euromaster Ltd is part of the Euromaster Group, which operates in 17 European 
countries with 11,271 employees in more than 2,000 service centres.  Established in Great Britain since 
1965, ATS Euromaster has approximately 350 centres (a mixture of retail, comprehensive and truck 
locations), approximately 900 mobile service vans and employs in excess of 2,600 people, providing 
coverage nationwide.  It is the largest comprehensive tyre distributor supplying tyres for everything from 
cars and vans to trucks, coaches, forklifts, farm machinery and construction plant.  ATS Euromaster was 
the first national tyre expert to be accredited by both SAFEContractor and the Contractors Health and 
Safety Scheme (CHAS), and also holds the Silver Award for Occupational Health & Safety from the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. The company’s technicians are amongst the most highly 
trained in the fast-fit industry, offering a comprehensive range of products and services including tyres, 
wheels, fleet inspections, nitrogen inflation, brakes, batteries, shock absorbers, oil, exhausts, fault 
diagnostics, air-conditioning servicing, scheduled maintenance servicing and MOT testing.  Further 
information is available from www.atseuromaster.co.uk 
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