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BIGGEST WINTER EVER FOR COLD WEATHER TYRES, SAYS 

ATS EUROMASTER 

 

ATS Euromaster says fleet customers have already placed 80 per cent more 

forward orders for cold weather tyres for winter 2012/13 compared to last year, 

with the switch to winter rubber beginning in earnest from today, 1 October 2012. 

 

The nationwide tyre specialist expects its total cold weather tyre sales this year to 

increase by sixty per cent over 2011 volumes.  Last year already saw the 

company’s winter tyre sales jump by nearly 200 per cent compared with 2010, 

when ATS Euromaster launched its winter tyre offer for car and van fleets. 

 

Peter Fairlie, Group Sales Director at ATS Euromaster, says: “Demand is strongest 

from the fleet sector, where businesses and public sector organisations have 

experienced the benefits of cold weather tyres for two winters running.  

 

“Every major fleet customer which asked us to fit cold weather tyres last year is 

maintaining that commitment this winter – some are even rolling the policy out to 

additional assets.  This growth demonstrates that once managers and drivers have 

experienced the benefits of winter tyres, they don’t want to be without them,” he 

adds. 

 

Fairlie says that fitting cold weather tyres during winter months gives car and van 

operators the best of both worlds, and needn’t cost the earth.  “You’re only causing 

wear to one set of tyres at a time,” he explains.  “Total tyre wear doesn’t increase; 

and if there’s a slight additional cost to the purchase of tyres, fitting, and out-of-

season storage in a tyre hotel, businesses can measure that against downtime 

following an accident and improved tyre wear during the colder months.” 
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“The fact that cold weather tyres stop vehicles more effectively in cold weather is a 

measure of performance and should make company drivers less vulnerable to bad 

weather.  They help to keeps fleets mobile and reduce the number of days when 

snow and ice keeps company drivers off the road,” he adds. 

 

Cold weather tyres don’t just grip better than regular summer tyres when the 

temperature drops below 7 degrees Celsius, they last longer too.  During winter 

months, the wear on normal tyres increases, reducing overall tyre longevity by up 

to 20 per cent. 

 

Last winter the Met Office recorded 147 separate days between 1 October 2011 

and 31 March 2012 when temperatures dropped below 7 degrees Celsius during 

prime commuting hours in 10 major UK cities (measured from 7am till 9am and 

4pm till 6pm). 
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About ATS Euromaster 
Birmingham-based ATS Euromaster Ltd is part of the Euromaster Group, which operates 
in 16 European countries with 10,800 employees in more than 2,000 service centres.  
Established in Great Britain since 1961, ATS Euromaster has more than 350 centres (a 
mixture of retail, comprehensive and truck locations), nearly 1,000 mobile service vans 
and employs in excess of 2,600 people, providing coverage nationwide.  It is the largest 
comprehensive tyre distributor supplying tyres for everything from cars and vans to trucks, 
coaches, forklifts, farm machinery and construction plant.  ATS Euromaster was the first 
national tyre expert to be accredited by both SAFEContractor and the Contractors Health 
and Safety Scheme (CHAS), and also holds the Silver Award for Occupational Health & 
Safety from the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. The company’s technicians 
are amongst the most highly trained in the fast-fit industry, offering a comprehensive range 
of products and services including tyres, wheels, fleet inspections, nitrogen inflation, 
brakes, batteries, shock absorbers, oil, exhausts, fault diagnostics, air-conditioning 
servicing, scheduled maintenance servicing and MOT testing.  Further information is 
available from www.atseuromaster.co.uk  
 
Note to editor: For press information please contact Matt Davis or James Keeler on 020 
8647 4467. 
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