W o L VvV O

Press Release

Oct 01,2020 | ID: 271811

Volvo Cars starts production of fully electric XC40
Recharge P8

The XC40 Recharge Pure Electric P8 is the first of several fully electric Volvos to come, and
today’s production start represents a significant step towards Volvo Cars’ ambition to reduce its
CO,, footprint per car by 40 per cent by 2025. That same year, it expects 50 per cent of its global

sales to consist of fully electric cars, with the rest hybrids.

Customer demand for the XC40 Recharge P8 has been strong and, while order books remain
open, every car scheduled to be built this calendar year has already been sold. The first cars are
scheduled to be delivered to customers in Europe later this month.

The start of customer car production follows a period of preparation in which the Ghent plant has
built a limited number of pre-production cars. This process, standard procedure for every new
model, aims to optimise the production flow and ensure top-notch quality of every car built. All
relevant production staff have also received extensive training on safely building electric cars.

“Today is a momentous occasion for Volvo Cars and for all employees here in Ghent,” said Javier
Varela, Head of Global Industrial Operations and Quality. “As we continue to electrify our line-up,
the Ghent plant is a real trailblazer for our global manufacturing network.”

As a fully electric version of the best-selling XC40 SUV, the first Volvo to win the prestigious
European Car of the Year award, the XC40 Recharge P8 is based on the Compact Modular
Architecture (CMA), an advanced vehicle platform co-developed within the Geely Group.

The all-wheel-drive XC40 Recharge P8 offers a projected range of more than 249 miles (400km)
(WLTP, Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicles Test Procedure) on a single charge and output of
408hp. The battery can charge to 80 per cent of its capacity in approximately 40 minutes on a fast-
charger system.

The new, Android-powered infotainment system offers customers unprecedented personalisation,
improved levels of intuitiveness and embedded Google technology and services, such as the
Google Assistant, Google Maps and the Google Play Store. The XC40 Recharge P8 also receives
larger software and operating system updates over the air.

While building on the excellent safety standards of the original XC40, Volvo Cars’ safety engineers
have completely redesigned and reinforced the frontal structure to address the absence of an
engine, meet Volvo's high safety requirements and help keep people as safe as in any other Volvo.

The battery pack is protected by a safety cage embedded in the middle of the car’s body
structure. Its placement in the floor of the car also lowers the car’s centre of gravity, for better
protection against roll-overs.

Inside, an innovative approach to all-round functionality gives drivers plenty of storage space, for
example in the doors, under the seats and in the luggage compartment. Because it has no internal
combustion engine, the car gives drivers even more storage space via a so-called ‘frunk’ under
the bonnet.
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Volvo Car Group in 2019

For the 2019 financial year, Volvo Car Group recorded an operating profit of 14.3 BSEK (14.2
BSEK in 2018). Revenue over the period amounted to 274.1 BSEK (252.7 BSEK). For the full
year 2019, global sales reached a record 705,452 (642,253) cars, an increase of 9.8 per cent
versus 2018. The results underline the comprehensive transformation of Volvo Cars’ finances and
operations in recent years, positioning the company for its next growth phase.

About Volvo Car Group

Volvo Cars was founded in 1927. Today, it is one of the most well-known and respected premium
car brands in the world, with sales of 705,452 cars in 2019 in about 100 countries. Volvo Cars has
been under the ownership of the Zhejiang Geely Holding since 2010.

In 2019, Volvo Cars employed on average approximately 41,500 (41,500) full-time employees.
Volvo Cars’ head office, product development, marketing and administration functions are mainly
located in Gothenburg, Sweden. Volvo Cars’ head office for APAC is located in Shanghai. The
company’s main car production plants are located in Gothenburg (Sweden), Ghent (Belgium),
South Carolina (US), Chengdu and Daqing (China), while engines are manufactured in Skévde
(Sweden) and Zhangjiakou (China), and body components in Olofstrém (Sweden).

Under its new company purpose, Volvo Cars aims to provide customers with the Freedom to
Move in a personal, sustainable and safe way. This purpose is reflected in a number of business
ambitions: for example, by the middle of this decade it aims for half of its global sales to be fully
electric cars and to establish five million direct consumer relationships. Volvo Cars is also
committed to an ongoing reduction of its carbon footprint, with the ambition to be a climate-neutral
company by 2040.

Keywords:

Manufacturing, Sustainability, Press Releases, Electrification

Media Contacts

Barnaby Jones
Product Communications Manager (UK)
Volvo Cars
Mobile: +44 (0) 7802 840351
barnaby.jones@volvocars.com

Related Images



More Images >

Related Videos

More Videos >

media.volvocars.com > volvocars.com >

Copyright © 2025 Volvo Car Corporation (or its affiliates or licensors).


https://www.media.volvocars.com/uk/en-gb/media/photos/271934/volvo-xc40-recharge-production-in-ghent-belgium?preview=true&t=8256787a-7283-425b-91ac-be0c1257b650
https://www.media.volvocars.com/uk/en-gb/media/photos/271933/volvo-xc40-recharge-p8-production-in-ghent-belgium-1?preview=true&t=2339846f-e444-4fd7-90f4-a762f5cd892c
https://www.media.volvocars.com/uk/en-gb/media/pressreleases/271811/photos?preview=true&t=5c5ca77d-6e17-4d73-bc55-c17e621f2f43
https://www.media.volvocars.com/uk/en-gb/media/videos/271944/b-roll-of-volvo-xc40-recharge-p8-production-in-ghent?preview=true&t=d25abb8f-84ce-4cba-bc91-30f858ecf72c
https://www.media.volvocars.com/uk/en-gb/media/pressreleases/271811/videos?preview=true&t=a6e42399-d11b-4e57-a4c3-f6dbb29c1f25
https://media.volvocars.com
https://www.volvocars.com

