
  

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

Scania  
Corporate Relations 
SE-151 87 Södertälje 
Sweden 

Phone +46 8 553 810 00 
www.scania.com 

PRESS INFO 
 

Facebook.com/ScaniaGroup 
Instagram.com/ScaniaGroup 
Youtube.com/ScaniaGroup 
Twitter.com/ScaniaGroup 

19 December 2018 
 

Scania and Rio Tinto trialling autonomous truck in Western 
Australian mine 
 

 
Scania is testing a new generation autonomous transport system at Rio Tinto’s Dampier 
Salt operations in Western Australia.  
 
The first phase of the trial started in August 2018 and involves a Scania XT 8x4 autonomous 
tipper truck working separately from Dampier’s active operations.  
 
During this initial stage, a safety driver rides in the vehicle to observe the truck’s 
performance and, if necessary, intervenes. In subsequent phases, additional autonomous 
Scania trucks will be added to develop vehicle-vehicle awareness and intelligent fleet 
supervisory controls. 
 
Rio Tinto head of Productivity & Technical Support, Rob Atkinson said, “We’re pleased to be 
trialling this technology in trucks that are smaller than our traditional haul trucks.  This has 
the potential to give us more flexibility in the way we operate in a number of areas across 
Rio Tinto.  We have seen automation create safer and more efficient operations in our 
business and this is a next step in evaluating options for delivering further improvements 
through the use of technology.” 
 
Björn Winblad, Head of Scania Mining said, “Mining sites given their high vehicle utilisation 
rates are ideal for testing new autonomous technology. The industry can reap the safety 
and productivity benefits of automation, and the experience gained here will be 
instrumental in developing fully autonomous solutions for other transport applications. It is 
very encouraging to note that the truck has been performing in a safe manner and in 
accordance with expectations with regards to the operations.”   
 
Rio Tinto has pioneered the use of automation in the mining industry, with the largest fleet 
of driverless trucks, the world's first fully-autonomous heavy haul, long distance rail 
network, and fully autonomous production drills. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Björn Winblad, Head of Scania Mining, Phone: +46 8 553 810 46,  
E-mail: bjorn.winblad@scania.com 
 
Hans-Åke Danielsson, Senior Advisor Communications, Phone: +46 8 553 856 62,  
E-mail: hans-ake.danielsson@scania.com  
 
Click here to download video footage.  
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Scania is a world-leading provider of transport solutions. Together with our partners and customers we 
are driving the shift towards a sustainable transport system. In 2017, we delivered 82,500 trucks, 
8,300 buses as well as 8,500 industrial and marine engines to our customers. Net sales totalled 
nearly SEK 120 billion, of which about 20 percent were services-related. Founded in 1891, Scania 
now operates in more than 100 countries and employs some 49,300 people. Research and 
development are concentrated in Sweden, with branches in Brazil and India. Production takes place in 
Europe, Latin America and Asia, with regional production centres in Africa, Asia and Eurasia. Scania is part of 
TRATON AG. For more information visit: www.scania.com. 
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