Holmen launches a whiter book paper

for a brighter future

Holmen is introducing Holmen BOOK Bright, a new, whiter wood-containing
book paper that reproduces colours with clarity and intensity. The paper offers
a high level of opacity and can help reduce environmental impact across the

book market.

Holmen has been a market-leading supplier of book
paper since the early 2000s, delivering a wide-
ranging portfolio to make reading as easy and
pleasurable as possible. With Holmen BOOK Bright,
the company is taking another major step forward
in developing sustainable, high-performance
materials for modern book production.

This paper combines a high level of whiteness with
superior opacity, ensuring excellent readability
and image reproduction with excellent print quality
even at lower grammages. In doing so, it is helping
to drive the market transition towards lower carbon
emissions in the production of richly illustrated
educational material and in general publishing.

Increasing the availability of printed books
With its advantageous qualities the new paper
grade enhances the reading experience, which
is now more crucial than ever in our increasingly
digital everyday life. The highly bright and even
surface makes it possible to produce more
colourful, vibrant and engaging books.

The paper is made from fresh fibres,

a by-product from sawmills and sustainable
forestry, and is produced in a resource-efficient
way at Holmen’s paper mills, whose carbon
footprint is one of the lowest in the world per
tonne of paper®.



Holmen’s production process preserves the
properties of the fresh fibres, resulting in a higher
level of page thickness and opacity. That means
that less content shows through to the other side
of the page when a low gsm weight is used. This
enables publishers to use fewer tonnes of paper
for the same number of books — or print more
books with the same amount of material. The result
is lower emissions, a lower distribution weight
and lower overall production costs. Altogether,
this helps increase the availability of affordable
printed books with a low environmental impact.

Supporting reading and learning

All of these qualities make the paper particularly
well-suited to educational publishing, where
printed material continues to play a crucial role
in reading comprehension. Research, starting
with the many studies summarised in the
Stavanger Declaration in 2019, has increasingly
been showing how printed material supports a
deeper focus and understanding compared with
digital devices.

“The educational market has been leaning
heavily towards digital, but rising digital costs and
concerns about screen-based reading are shifting
the conversation,” says Christophe Irion, Segment
Manager for educational books at Holmen Board
and Paper. “Holmen BOOK Bright gives publishers
a way to print more books with less environmental
impact — supporting learning where print matters
the most.”

Lighter books, better usability
Switching from wood-free paper to Holmen
BOOK Bright results in brighter, lighter and more
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convenient books to read and carry around —
important benefits for students and readers of
all ages.

“Holmen has been a supplier on the book

market for more than two decades. I'm proud to
say that Holmen BOOK Bright is a sustainable,
high-performance alternative for progressive book
production,” says Anders Gyllenhammar, Sales
Director for the Book segment at Holmen Board
and Paper. “Publishers are looking ahead, and so
are we,” he explains. “For a world that depends on
knowledge, we are doing what we can to make the
future brighter, starting with production and the
materials we choose.”

Holmen BOOK Bright samples show excellent
image reproduction in 60 and 70 gsm.
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About Holmen Board and Paper

Holmen specialises in paperboard and paper
products made using fresh fibre from sustainably
managed forests. This creates products with
superior strength, flexibility and visual qualities —
for everything from books, magazines and
advertising to packaging for cosmetics, electronics,
food and transport. Our market-leading solutions
are perfect for conscious brands that value premium
quality and close partnerships. Production and
processing are based in Sweden and the UK.
www.holmen.com/boardandpaper

*) Holmen’s paper mills have a carbon footprint
benchmark that is around 800 kg lower than the
industry average per tonne of paper, according to
the Fisher Solve database for 2025 Q2, reporting
on a cradle-to-gate basis (OResourceWise).
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