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THE EDELSTAM FOUNDATION DEMANDS 
THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF  
PAUL RUSESABAGINA 
 
The Edelstam Foundation has today sent a letter to President Paul Kagame of Rwanda 
demanding the release of Paul Rusesabagina, esteemed human rights activist and board 
member of the Edelstam Foundation. Mr. Rusesabagina was kidnapped, held 
incommunicado for three days, and has now been imprisoned for more than 260 days. 
This takes place without an international arrest warrant or an Interpol warrant issued 
for Mr. Rusesabagina. Even more so, the government of Rwanda has repeatedly violated 
his human rights by subjecting him to torture as well as limiting his access to lawyers.  
 
For further information about the letter to President Paul Kagame: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieC6ToHD6hA 
 
Paul Rusesabagina is an esteemed human rights activist who saved the lives of over 1,200 
people during the Rwandan genocide in 1994. His story was told in the movie “Hotel Rwanda” 
(2004) and has later been told in his autobiography An Ordinary Man (2006). Since then, Mr. 
Rusesabagina has continuously advocated human rights and also founded the Hotel Rwanda 
Rusesabagina Foundation to aid victims of genocide and promote peace efforts in Rwanda as 
well as around the globe. In his work, Mr. Rusesabagina has regularly criticized the Rwandan 
government for human rights violations, which we believe has caused the Rwandan government 
to be eager to silence him.  
 
False charges 
Mr. Rusesabagina is accused of nine offenses, among them murder, armed robbery, and being 
part of a terrorist organization. An article published in The New York Times on February 16, 
2021, states that these charges pivot around Mr. Rusesabagina’s involvement in and 
management of the Rwandan Movement for Democratic Change (MRCD). Due to his 
engagement in MRCD, the Rwandan government has presumed that he was also the leader and 
founder of the National Liberation Front (FLN) and consequently also part of their alleged 
terrorist attacks. However, according to Professor Brian Endless, Senior Advisor to the Hotel 
Rwanda Rusesabagina Foundation, these two parties operate independently, and Mr. 
Rusesabagina did not become involved in MRCD until two years after the FLN had already 
been founded. Moreover, when the alleged attacks became public, Mr. Rusesabagina demanded 
a United Nations investigation into the events. More recently, on April 29, 2021, witnesses 
Herman Nsengimana and Marc Nizeyimana, stated that Mr. Rusesabagina had indeed not been 
in charge of the FLN forces. According to an article published by Courthouse News Service on 



April 29, 2021, the witnesses reported that they had received orders from General Wilson 
Irategeka.  
 
Abduction and Violation of Human Rights   
According to lawyer Peter Choharis, highly ranked Rwandan officials conspired to abduct Mr. 
Rusesabagina rather than following U.S. deportation practice, and this becomes evident since 
there has never been an international arrest warrant, nor an Interpol warrant, issued for Mr. 
Rusesabagina. In agreement with the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute 
(IBAHRI), the Edelstam Foundation too underlines the fact that the Rwandan government has 
violated Mr. Rusesabagina’s human rights. To begin with, he was held incommunicado for 
three days, and lawyers Peter Choharis and Kate Gibson report that he has also been subjected 
to torture. Furthermore, the Rwandan government has limited Mr. Rusesabagina’s access to 
lawyers as well as impeded both Mr. Rusesabagina’s and the lawyers’ preparations for the trial 
by confiscating essential documents.  
 
Violation of Nelson Mandela Rules  
The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Imprisonment, also called the Nelson 
Mandela Rules, declare that solitary confinement for more than 15 consecutive days is illegal. 
The Rwandan government has violated these rules since they have kept Mr. Rusesabagina in 
solitary confinement for as long as 260 days for 22,5 hours a day, according to Kitty Kurth, 
Senior Communications and Strategy Advisor for the Hotel Rwanda Rusesabagina Foundation. 
Furthermore, Mr. Rusesabagina suffers from a heart condition that requires prescription 
medication. According to his family, the Belgian Embassy delivered medication to where Mr. 
Rusesabagina was situated back in September, but the authorities confiscated it, which puts Mr. 
Rusesabagina’s health at great risk.  
 
Mr. Rusesabagina is a Belgian citizen as well as a permanent resident of the U.S. However, the 
support from the international community is also important because of the serious violations of 
Mr. Paul Rusesabagina’s human rights. Against this background, the Edelstam Foundation now 
addresses President Kagame directly and demands the immediate release of Paul Rusesabagina, 
board member of the Edelstam Foundation.  
 
The Edelstam Foundation 
The Edelstam Foundation administrates the Edelstam Prize awarded for outstanding 
contributions and exceptional courage in standing up for one’s beliefs in the Defence of Human 
Rights. Further, the Edelstam Foundation encourages civic courage in Ambassador Harald 
Edelstam’s spirit, works with formation of opinion and advocacy, education and information, 
research, and observation within the Defence of Human Rights. 
 
The Edelstam Foundation stands for a humanistic view, based on the values and principles that 
mainly are expressed in the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights from 1948, 
along with the conventions that followed and other generally applicable international law. The 
Foundation is a politically and religiously independent organization. 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Caroline Edelstam, Co-founder and President of the Edelstam Foundation 
Tel: +46 (0)706 98 72 23, e-mail: caroline.edelstam@edelstam.org 
Web: www.edelstam.org 


