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Stora Enso with “license to operate” for CLT in the North American market

Wooden buildings are on the rise in the US and Stora Enso is able to enter the market with its
cross laminated timber (CLT) product complying with the International Building Code® (IBS)
that is necessary for the US American market as of 2021.

As one of the leading providers of wood-based solutions on the global market, Stora Enso has received
approval for producing and delivering CLT panels to the United States of America in accordance to the
International Building Code® (IBS). They can now be produced to be certified in compliance with the
North American CLT standard ANSI/APA PRG 320-2019, Standard for Performance-Rated Cross-
Laminated Timber.

The changes in the 2021 issue of this code now allow to construct buildings from mass timber of up to
18 storeys, compared with just five before. This clearly paves the way for a new market in mid-rise
wooden construction and fossil-based materials such as concrete and steel can be replaced to a much
greater extent in North American construction.

The CLT panels by Stora Enso will be manufactured in its biggest mill, in Ybbs in Austria. Stora Enso
plans to apply for the same certification for Zdirec mill in the Czech Republic, its 4" CLT production
facility with an estimated start-up in Q3 2022. The CLT panels from Ybbs can be produced with a width
of up to 9.68 feet (2.95 meters) and a length of up to 52.5 feet (16 meters).

Stora Enso is ready to deliver

Steve Lieberman, Business Development Manager for North America at Stora Enso comments:
“Previously, we have been restricted to buildings no taller than five storeys or special one-off
assignments, so this is a real game changer for us. This ‘license to operate’ is very exciting news for
the North American market and gives us the opportunity to provide CLT also to the US and Canada!”

“The mid-rise building segment has been traditionally using concrete and steel, but the certification
means that wood as a raw material has the possibility to reach the market in a much bigger way than
before. The massive-engineered wood element CLT is particularly useful for building wooden
constructions that go beyond five storeys”, he continues.

An eco-friendly solution for every occasion

This is not just good news for the environment, but there are countless other benefits for people’s
health and wellbeing when they are working, living and studying in wooden buildings. Studies have
shown that people show lowered stress levels and blood pressure as well as improved concentration in
interiors with wooden surfaces compared to ones with no wooden surfaces.

People are living increasingly indoor lives and have limited opportunities to connect with nature.
Exposing the natural wood within a building environment stimulates the important connection with
nature, increasing positivity and productivity.

The big picture

“We have proven already in other overseas markets such as Singapore or Australia that we can deliver
for big and small projects across the globe from our production facilities in Central Europe. We’ve had
some very successful and big projects such as The International House in Sydney or Library at the

Stora Enso Business ID 1039050-8
Kanavaranta 1 VAT No FI 10390508
P.O. Box 309

FI-00101 Helsinki, Finland
Tel: + 358 20 46 131
WWWw.storaenso.com



Stora Enso 2(2)

Dock in Melbourne or also the Singapore Management University. Expanding these activities to North
America is definitely another milestone in our vision to be a global leader of innovative wood-based
solutions”, states Gernot Weil3, Head of Business Line CLT. “We believe strongly in the growth of CLT
and the outstanding dynamic development of the North American market.”

The technical details

The ESR-4381 certification makes the CLT panels compliant with the 2018, 2015, 2012 and 2009
International Building Code® (IBC), making Stora Enso CLT panels acceptable for structural use in the
U.S. The ESL-1170 report states compliance with the National Building Code of Canada® 2015.

In addition, we have completed the ICC-ES Evaluation Report ESR-4381 supplements for the State of
California and the City of Los Angeles.

The ICC-ES Evaluation Report ESR-4381 and Listing Report ESL-1170 can be found on the ICC
website: www.icc-es.org

ESR-4381: https://icc-es.org/report-listing/ESR-4381/
ESL-1170: https://icc-es.org/report-listing/ESL-1170/

For further information, please contact:
Stora Enso Division Wood Products
Sabrina Bartl

Press & Communications Manager Global
press.woodproducts@storaenso.com

This is Stora Enso

Part of the bioeconomy, Stora Enso is a leading global provider of renewable solutions in packaging, biomaterials, wooden
constructions and paper. We believe that everything that is made from fossil-based materials today can be made from a tree
tomorrow. Stora Enso has some 25 000 employees in over 30 countries. Our sales in 2019 were EUR 10.1 billion. Stora Enso
shares are listed on Nasdaq Helsinki (STEAV, STERV) and Nasdaq Stockholm (STE A, STE R). In addition, the shares are
traded in the USA as ADRs (SEOAY). storaenso.com

The Wood Products division is a leading provider of innovative wood-based solutions. The product range covers applications
for construction, the window and door industry, as well as for the packaging and decoration industries. Pellets provide a
sustainable solution for heating. The offering includes service concepts such as Building Solutions and e-business. Our
solutions meet strict requirements regarding safety, quality, design and sustainability.

www.storaenso.com/woodproducts
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