
Dear friends and colleagues! 
 
I hope you are all safe and well! 
 
Since mid-March, we have worked from home and 
digitalized all meetings and activities in the Odette 
community. However, projects, TG- and board 
meetings and other activities has continued with 
almost normal pace. Also, new ideas for projects, 
evaluation of new technologies and other interesting 
things has emerged and will be shortly presented. 
It’s still not safe to meet in person however, I have 
made a few visits to both OEM and suppliers the last 
two weeks and experience that people respect the 
guidelines to keep distance very well. We also had a 
combined NAF/TC meeting in Odette Sweden, mostly to keep in contact and plan as far as we can for autumn 
but also to inform on the ongoing activities and proposals in the pipeline. 
 
As I mentioned in the previous newsletter, we investigated the OEM and supplier interest in starting a project on 
“Ramp-up Capacity Reporting” in the supply chain. There’s an interest in the group but we will have to postpone 
an application for the project until later this year, since it’s extremely difficult to reach relevant people at this 
time. 
 
All current activities in Odette International are also either postponed or transformed to digital meetings 
indefinitely and until we are sure it’s safe to travel and meet. All projects and other activities are however 
proceeding but via digital means. 
 
Please also note that the Odette Conference has been moved until May 27-28, 2021 and I will inform you all 
when registration is re-opened. Hope to see you in Prague then! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Current activities, Odette Sweden: 
 

NAF/OEM 
We have not met during the crisis 
and the lay-offs but are 
scheduling a meeting – F2F if 
possible – in early autumn 2020. 
Since there’s a lot of projects and 
activities in both Odette Sweden 
and International during Q3-Q4, 
there’s plenty to discuss.  
 
  

 
TC 
We had a combined NAF and TC 
meeting on June 4th, mostly as a 
debriefing after the worst of the 
crisis but also to establish the 
status and plan for autumn. 
Projects and activities in Odette 
International were reported as 
well as the upcoming Blockchain 
project in Odette Sweden.  

 
PLM 
PLM is on full hold since most 
people are laid-off short term. No 
meeting during the period but will 
also be debriefed immediately 
after summer vacation. 

 

New/current projects – Odette Sweden:  
 
Blockchain – General Automotive logistics and Lifecycle traceability on EV-batteries. 



 

 

 

Trainings: 
We are currently investigating the possibility to perform 
a variant of the EDI training (more basic) digitally, as a 
webinar. 
As for the MMOG/LE trainings, we are still waiting for 
the migration to MMOG.np and V5 to happen before 
we can schedule trainings. However, the process in 
Odette International, to harmonize training globally is 
more or less finalized. Meridion will continue to offer 
MMOG trainings together with Odette Sweden. 
  

 

Odette International TC – Web 
meetings: April 22-23 & June 2nd. 
Odette International Technical Group (previously 
Committee) had a two-day digital meeting in April 
22-23. An update to the GTL specification (GTL 
EPv2) was agreed meaning that the GTL can now 
also be used as a MAT-label with specific material 
information in 2D-code. The RFID project in Odette 
International was discussed and currently, all use-
cases has been identified. The Blockchain hype is 
far from over and Udo Thienelt from Hella reported 
from a workshop, Galia reported the same and from 
Odette Sweden side, we informed about the coming 
Blockchain project in Sweden. A rather long list of 
projects ideas was also discussed, such as: 
Exchange of packaging master data, Long Term 
Declaration on Origin of Parts, Operational 
Inbound Transport Control and Measurement of 
CO2 Footprint. Since then, the packaging master 
data has become a project. It was also reported that 
the project on Finished Vehicle Logistics (FVL) is 
in the final round and documentation published 
shortly. Also, a proposal from VW was discussed, to 
investigate EDI as API. 
In the meeting on June 2nd, we informed the 
international community that the Odette Sweden project on Blockchain will be launched and that will start in 
September. We found a use-case on lifelong traceability on EV-batteries and together with a more flexible use-
case where we will attempt to fins application areas to improve Automotive logistics, there was an interest from 
the international community to be updated on the project. We will have an administrative kick-off during W 28 
and start the practical work in September 2020. 
Volkswagen proposed a project to complement the existing EDI and XML solutions with an API solution. 
Members are requested to consider participation in such a project, and we will discuss it in the next TC meeting 
in Sweden.  
The APERAK message has been discussed for some time now and we can assume that it will be used more in 
the future. Currently, there is a project dealing with the code lists for the APERAK message and it was agreed 
in Paris, that the Volvo Cars, Volvo Group, VDA and Odette versions of the APERAK message will be 
consolidated into a new Odette version. As a result of this and the trend, I believe we will see an increased use 
of the APERAK message in the automotive industry. It was also decided to have another kick-off meeting in the 
international project on creating XML digital twins of the global EDI messages, since the project stalled. 
Currently, we are also commencing with a review of all global messages with multiple change requests on all. 
Next TG meetings will be held digitally on July 8th and on September 29-30 in London if possible or digitally if 
not.  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Future Odette International 
activities: 
 
Odette International:  
Odette International Management meeting will be held June 25th 
and the next regular board meeting is November 19th. 
 
TG (former TC) Odette International: 
2020 meetings: 
July 8th Web 
September 29-30 in London (if possible) 
 
Odette International Conference 2020: 
Next Odette conference will be in Prague on 27-28 of May 2021. 
Topics and speakers will focus on the transformation in the 
Automotive Industry. 
 

MMOG/LE – As mentioned above, we are still waiting for the migration to MMOG.np and V5 but if there is still a 
demand for trainings in Excel and V4, please contact me and I will check the possibilities to perform such a 
training. 

 

 
New/current projects – Odette International:  
 
XML full version – As mentioned before, Odette Sweden has proposed a project to generate XML twins of all 
Global messages. It took some time to establish a method for this work but on initiative from GEFEG, we now 
have a path forward and work is in progress. An assumption is that we will have XML specifications ready by 
the end of 2020, for messages DELFOR, DELJIT, DESADV and INVOIC. New kick-off shortly. 
 
MMOG/LE – MMOG.np and V5 questions are fully available and currently, over 35 OEM and Tier 1 suppliers 
use MMOG.np and V5 towards their supply chain.  
 
Packaging Management Guidelines: As mentioned above, the guidelines and EDIFACT specifications is fully 
published and some OEM’s in Europe has already started implementing. Even though the whole scope seems 
complicated, it’s possible to scale the scope down and to implement the concept step by step however, still 
gaining benefits from each step. The full scope takes eventualities into account, which are not necessarily 
there. 
 
Finished Vehicle Logistics (Digitalization of): 
Published shortly! 
 
RFID/Smartlabels: 
All use cases identified in the project group and practical work to commence in September 2020. 


