
PRESS RELEASE

Page

1 (2)

Saab AB (publ)
Postal address Telephone Telefax Registered office VAT No
SE-581 88  Linköping
Sweden

+46 (0)13 18 00 00 +46 (0)13 18 72 00 Linköping SE556036079301

Registered No Internet address
556036-0793 www.saabgroup.com

IN
50

00
35

6-
42

3
Is

su
e

1
06

.1
1

W
or

d

Date Reference

26 August 2019 CU 19:060 E

First Brazilian Gripen E Completes its First Flight
Saab today completed a successful first flight with the first Brazilian Gripen E
fighter aircraft, 39-6001. At 2.41 pm CET on August 26, the Gripen E aircraft
took off on its maiden flight flown by Saab test pilot Richard Ljungberg. The
aircraft operated from Saab´s airfield in Linköping, Sweden.

The duration of the flight was 65 minutes and included test points to verify basic
handling and flying qualities at different altitudes and speeds. The main purpose was
to verify that the aircraft behavior was according to expectations.

“This milestone is a testament to the great partnership between Sweden and
Brazil. Less than five years since the contract was signed, the first Brazil Gripen
has conducted her first flight,” says Håkan Buskhe, President and CEO of Saab.

This aircraft is the first Brazilian production aircraft and will be used in the joint test
program as a test aircraft. The main differences compared to the previous test aircraft
are that 39-6001 has a totally new cockpit layout, with a large Wide Area Display
(WAD), two small Head Down Displays (sHDD) and a new Head Up Display (HUD).
Another major difference is an updated flight control system with updated control laws
for Gripen E. It also includes modifications both in hardware and software.

“For me as a pilot it has been a great honour to fly the first Brazilian Gripen E
aircraft as I know how much this means for the Brazilian Air Force and everyone
at Saab and our Brazilian partners. The flight was smooth and the aircraft
behaved just as we have seen in the rigs and simulators. This was also the first
time we flew with the Wide Area Display in the cockpit, and I am happy to say
that my expectations were confirmed,” says Saab test pilot Richard Ljungberg.

39-6001 will now join the test programme for further envelope expansion as well as
testing of tactical system and sensors.

39-6001 will be designated F-39 in the Brazilian Air Force and will have the tail
number 4100.

Click here for a video of the flight.
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For further information, please contact:
Saab Press Centre,
+46 (0)734 180 018,
presscentre@saabgroup.com

www.saabgroup.com
www.saabgroup.com/YouTube
Follow us on twitter: @saab

Saab serves the global market with world-leading products, services and solutions within
military defence and civil security. Saab has operations and employees on all continents
around the world. Through innovative, collaborative and pragmatic thinking, Saab develops,
adopts and improves new technology to meet customers’ changing needs.


