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20 November 2002 
 
Lundbeck announces strategic alliance to market Cipramil™ and 
Lexapro™ in The People’s Republic of China 

 
H. Lundbeck A/S today announced that it has entered into an agreement 
with Janssen-Cilag International, Zug, Switzerland, to promote, sell, and 
distribute Cipramil™ (citalopram) and Lexapro™ (escitalopram) in China. 
Xian-Janssen Pharmaceutical Ltd, Beijing, China will market and sell both 
products and provide regulatory support. Both Janssen-Cilag and Xian-
Janssen are members of the Johnson & Johnson Group. 
  
The combination of the expertise and infrastructure of Xian-Janssen in 
China with the Lundbeck antidepressant brands create a strong foundation 
for the successful marketing of Cipramil™ and Lexapro™ in China. 
Cipramil™ and Lexapro™ will be promoted by an extensive group of Xian-
Janssen medical representatives in more than 200 cities and over 2,000 
hospitals nationwide.  
 
China continues with an annual growth rate of more than 10% to attract 
the interest of international pharmaceutical companies. The market 
growth is driven by a demand for better drugs, as China is attempting to 
modernise and improve the quality of healthcare. However, China remains 
a challenging marketplace with continuous changes in regulatory 
demands, hospital infrastructure and healthcare financing.  
 
Lexapro™, a second-generation anti-depressant, belongs to the class of 
selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) for the treatment of 
depression and panic disorders. Lexapro™ has demonstrated powerful 
efficacy and excellent tolerability in clinical trials. In addition, many 
patients taking 10 mg of Lexapro™ per day, demonstrated relief in 
depressive symptoms beginning as early as after the first week of 
treatment, which is not the case with other competing SSRIs. 
  
“Lexapro™’s unique product characteristics continue to result in a rapidly 
increasing rate of prescriptions in all markets where it has been 
introduced so far, building on the strong foundation created by Cipramil™. 
China is a strategically important market for us in for the future and thus 
we have recently been increasing our presence there,” said Mr. Stig Løkke 
Pedersen, Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs and Commercial 
Operations Canada, Latin America and Asia for Lundbeck.  
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“The agreement is in line with our Asian regional expansion plans and 
signals our intentions to make Cipramil™ and Lexapro™ the most widely 
prescribed antidepressants also in Asia," said Mr. Stig Løkke Pedersen. 
“Xian-Janssen’s strong presence as a leading pharmaceutical company in 
China makes them an ideal partner for Lundbeck”. 
 
Lexapro™, also sold under the trademark Cipralex™, has been approved 
in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, France, 
Ireland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Norway, Slovakia 
Switzerland, Sweden, The Czech Republic, United Kingdom and USA. 
Lundbeck is currently awaiting regulatory approval for Lexapro™ in a 
number of other countries. Cipramil™ is currently available in more than 
70 countries and has to date treated more than 50 million patients 
worldwide. 
 
The content of this release will have no influence on the Lundbeck Group’s 
result for 2002. The company expects an increase in revenue of 20-25% 
compared to 2001, while the operating profit is expected to increase by 
25-30% compared to 2001. 
 
For further information please contact Hans Henrik Munch-Jensen, CFO, 
tel +45 36 30 15 11, ext. 2660 or Steen Juul Jensen, Director of 
Corporate Communication & Investor Relations, tel +45 36 30 13 11, ext. 
3006.  

________________________ 
 
H. Lundbeck A/S is an international pharmaceutical company engaged in 
the research and development, production, marketing and sale of drugs 
for the treatment of psychiatric and neurological disorders. In 2001, the 
company’s revenue was DKK 7.7 billion. The number of employees is 
approx. 4,800.  


