
       

 

QATAR AIRWAYS REVEALS AGGRESSIVE EXPANSION PLANS 
 

16 exciting new destinations including Tallinn, Estonia 
 

 
Doha, 7 March 2018 
 
On the opening day of ITB Berlin, the world’s largest international travel fair, Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive, His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al Baker, announced the airline’s aggressive expansion plans and 16 
new destinations for 2018. 
 
H.E. Mr. Al Baker announced a raft of forthcoming global destinations for the airline in line with its 
expedited expansion plans, including the announcement that Qatar Airways will be the first Gulf carrier to 
begin direct service to Luxembourg. Other exciting new destinations to be launched by the airline include 
Tallinn, Estonia; Cebu and Davao, Philippines; Langkawi, Malaysia; Da Nang, Vietnam; London Gatwick, 
United Kingdom; Cardiff, United Kingdom; Lisbon, Portugal; Valletta, Malta; Bodrum, Antalya and Hatay, 
Turkey; Mykonos and Thessaloniki, Greece; and Málaga, Spain. 
 
In addition, services to Warsaw, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Prague and Kyiv will increase to a double daily 
frequency, while services to Madrid, Barcelona and the Maldives will increase to triple daily. 
 
Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive, H.E. Mr. Akbar Al Baker, said: “Qatar Airways is tremendously 
excited to announce further expansion with a significant number of new destinations to be added to our 
extensive global network throughout 2018 and 2019. This is a direct reflection of our commitment to 
connecting travellers across all corners of the world in a way that is meaningful and convenient to them. 
We are committed to continuing our ambitious growth strategy, in order to be able to provide our 
passengers with as much choice as possible and to take them anywhere in the world they wish to go.” 
 
Qatar Airways currently operates a modern fleet of more than 200 aircraft via its hub, Hamad International 
Airport (HIA). Just last month, the airline welcomed the Airbus A350-1000, for which it is the global launch 
customer. 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About Qatar Airways 
Qatar Airways, the national carrier of the State of Qatar, is celebrating more than 20 years of Going Places 
Together with travellers across its more than 150 business and leisure destinations. The world’s fastest-
growing airline will add a number of exciting new destinations to its growing network in 2018, including 
Thessaloniki, Greece; Cardiff, UK and many more, flying passengers on board its modern fleet of more 
than 200 aircraft.  
 
A multiple award-winning airline, Qatar Airways was named ‘Airline of the Year’ by the 2017 World Airline 
Awards, managed by international air transport rating organisation Skytrax. It was also named ‘World’s 
Best Business Class,’ ‘Best Airline in the Middle East,’ and ‘World’s Best First Class Airline Lounge.’ 
 
Qatar Airways is a member of the oneworld global alliance. The award-winning alliance was named the 
World’s Best Airline Alliance 2015 by Skytrax for the third year running. Qatar Airways was the first Gulf 
carrier to join global airline alliance, oneworld, enabling its passengers to benefit from more than 1,000 
airports in more than 150 countries, with 14,250 daily departures. 
 
Oryx One, Qatar Airways’ in-flight entertainment system offers passengers up to 4,000 entertainment 
options from the latest blockbuster movies, TV box sets, music, games and much more. Passengers flying 
on Qatar Airways flights served by its B787, A350, A380, A319 and select A320 and A330 aircraft can also 
stay in touch with their friends and family around the world by using the award-winning airline’s on-board 
Wi-Fi and GSM service. 



 

 

 
Qatar Airways proudly supports a range of exciting international and local initiatives dedicated to enriching 
the global community that it serves. Qatar Airways, the official FIFA partner, is the official sponsor of many 
top-level sporting events, including the FIFA 2018 and 2022 World Cups, reflecting the values of sports as 
a means of bringing people together, something at the core of the airline’s own brand message - Going 
Places Together. 
 
Qatar Airways Cargo, the world’s third largest international cargo carrier, serves more than 60 exclusive 
freighter destinations worldwide via its world-class Doha hub and also delivers freight to more than 150 key 
business and leisure destinations globally with more than 200 aircraft. The Qatar Airways Cargo fleet 
includes eight Airbus A330 freighters, 13 Boeing 777 freighters and two Boeing 747-8 freighters. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Qatar Airways Group, Corporate Communications Department 
Tel: +974 4022 2200 
 
 

 
 


