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Record number of European patent
applications from Finland — Nokia
behind the growth in applications

In 2025, Finland set a record for the number of European patent
applications, with a total of 3,457 patent applications filed at the European
Patent Office (EPO).

The number of applications grew by 44% from the previous year, which was the fastest
growth among the 30 largest applicant countries of the EPO. Finland rose to sixth
place in the EU and 12th place worldwide. Relative to its population, Finland was
second only to Switzerland, highlighting Finland's position as a strong country in
innovation.

Leading countries for patent applications 2025

°°40

2025 +/- 2024

1 United States 47008 -16% 15 Spain 2255 +29% 29 Luxembourg 374 +21.8%
2 Germany 24 476 -2.2% 16 Austria 2253 +5.0% 30 Portugal 368 +6.1%
3 P.R. China 22031 +9.7% 17 Canada 2113 0.3% 31 Czech Republic 267  +6.0%
4 Japan 21 304 +1.1% 18 Taiwan, Province of China 1618 +7.9% 32 New Zealand 248 +0. 7%
5 R. Korea 14355 +9.5% 19 Israel 1473 -14.1% 33 Cayman Islands 217 +56.1%
6 France 10932 D4% 20 Singapore 1184 +8.4% 34 Saudi Arabia 190 +32.9%
7 Switzerland 9914 -0.5% 21 Ireland 1179 +5.5% 35 Brazil 187 +0.5%
& Netherlands 7 006 “0.7% 22 Australia 938 +2.1% 36 Slovenia 1™ +3.6%
9 United Kingdom 5875 -3.3% 23 India 911  +8.8% 37 Hungary 129 -1.2%
10 Italy 4767 -1.8% 24 Hong Kong SAR (China) 832 -30.5% 38 Greace 123 +15.0%
11 Sweden 4724 -4.3% 25 Norway T26 -11.1% 39 United Arab Emirates 102 +21.4%
12 Finland 3457 +44.0% 26 Tirkiye 659 +21.6% 40 Lithuania 93 +274%
13 Denmark 2672 +52% 27 Poland 621 -10.3%

14 Belgium 2 548 -2.6% 28 Liechtenstein 430 +19.1%

The growth is mainly due to Nokia, which increased its applications by nearly 90% and
rose to fifth place in the EPO applicant ranking, behind Samsung, Huawei, LG and
Qualcomm. At the same time, Nokia was the largest patent applicant based in Europe.



Top applicants 2025

1 Samsung 5337 +4.5% @
2 Huawei | 4744 +98% @
3 LG 4464 +232% @
4 aualcomm [[NNENEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEE 2939 -25% ©
5 Nokia P 2242 +89.4% &
6 Siemens T 1653 -93% ©
7 Ericsson  — 1418 -3.0% ©
8 BASF | 1372 -142% ©
9 Microsoft |G 1363 +20.5% @
10 CATL . 1 1305 +12.2% &
B EPO states B United States M P.R. China R. Korea

European Patent Oifice 2028

Nokia accounted for nearly two-thirds of all applications filed by Finns in 2025. Among
the ten largest Finnish applicants, IQM Quantum Computers also stands out, being the
fourth largest patent applicant in quantum technology after Fujitsu, Alphabet and
Microsoft. Other companies, such as Kone, Stora Enso, Valmet and Metso, as well as
Finnish research organisations, continued to actively apply for patents.

The growth in application numbers in technical fields was driven by digital
communication and computer technology. Finland rose to become the world's fourth
largest applicant in the field of digital communication.
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Technical fields with most patent applications 2025

2025 +/- 2024
17844 +6.1% @)

1 :'_,:f Computer technology

2 [l Digital communication 17802 +11.4% 9

3 & Electrical machinery, apparatus, energy [ N NRNEEEBN" I 16997 +5.3% &)
4 @ Medical technology I 15905 +1.3% @
5 @ Transport g 9846 -18% ©
6 # Measurement | 9487 -1.2% 9
7 Wy Biotechnology 0 W 8203 -33%
8 Ma Pharmaceuticals I 7833 -6.3% 9
» Other special machines
9 9 from agriculture to 30 printing _ 6284 +0.4% 9
10 A Organic fine chemistry [ W 6000 -15% €
W EPO states B United States B P.R. China B Japan R. Korea Row

The number of European patent applications exceeded 200,000 for the first time,
highlighting Europe's position as a global technology market.

More detailed statistics can be found on the EPO website.
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