
PRH Director General Antti Riivari
continues as chair of EPO Committee on
Patent Law
Antti Riivari, Director General of the Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH),
has been re-elected as chair of the Committee on Patent Law at the European Patent
Office (EPO) for a term of three years, starting on 1 April 2021.

The Committee on Patent Law comes under the EPO Administrative Council. The
committee advises the Administrative Council on any legal matters concerning the
European Patent Convention or the implementation of the convention. The committee
also handles any proposal relating to the amendment of the European Patent
Convention and advises the Administrative Council on matters concerning the
international patent system if they affect the European Patent Convention.

“The main task of the Committee on Patent Law is to maintain the EPO’s regulatory
framework. Constantly evolving technologies, such as inventions based on artificial
intelligence and plant patents, are challenging the principles of patent regulations. On
global level, the harmonisation of patent regulations has not made any progress for
some time. These issues will be on the committee‘s agenda in the next couple of
years,” Mr Riivari says.

Read more about the European Patent Office and the Committee on Patent Law at the
EPO website.

For more information, please contact:

Mr Antti Riivari, Director General, tel. +358 29 509 5973

About us

We work for the benefit of companies and organizations.

We register companies, associations, foundations and other organizations and
corporations, as well as enterprise mortgages and LEI codes. We examine and grant
patents and register utility models. We also register trademarks for products and
services and provide design protection. We oversee and approve auditors and monitor
foundations and the collective management of copyright.

We offer our customers advisory services and courses. We give information about
companies, organizations, corporations and immaterial rights.

Our office is an International Searching Authority (ISA) and International Preliminary
Examining Authority (IPEA) for international PCT patent applications.

Our office comes under the administrative sector of the Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Employment (MEAE), and we negotiate each year with the MEAE on our
performance targets. Our office is subject to net budgeting, meaning that about 95% of

https://www.epo.org/about-us/governance/administrative-council/bodies.html
https://www.epo.org/about-us/governance/administrative-council/bodies.html


our expenses are covered by the income we make from our services.

Read more: https://www.prh.fi/en/presentation_and_duties.html
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