Press Release

London Internet Exchange chooses Smartoptics’ plug and play open line
system
Oslo, Norway – 15 August 2019 – The London Internet Exchange (LINX), one of the world’s
largest Internet exchanges, has chosen Smartoptics innovative open line solution to expand its
service platform and increase bandwidth. The solution is based on 100G PAM4 DWDM
transceivers whose traffic is carried over Smartoptics’s DCP-M family of products for open line
systems.
LINX offers its service provider and ISP members peering services enabling them to reduce cost and
latency while increasing network control. The project with Smartoptics was triggered by a need to
update the exchange’s main core ring to address the ever-increasing need for more bandwidth.
“We are always on the lookout for new technologies that can help bring the total cost of ownership
down, so we can continue to deliver the best service to our members,” comments Richard Petrie, CTO
and Executive Director at LINX.
In cooperation with technology partners Juniper and Edgecore, LINX has implemented the
Smartoptics DCP-M40-ER Open Line System with PAM4 DWDM transceivers developed by Inphi.
As well as increasing capacity, the Smartoptics solution has brought cost savings. The compact
equipment takes up less rack space, uses less power and the purchase price is lower than alternative
active solutions. Another important benefit is the usability, allowing network engineers with limited
optical transport skills to deploy and maintain the solution.
“The attention to detail in Smartoptics’ new solution is fantastic. It’s the small, intuitive things that make
the Smartoptics solution so easy to deploy and use. The plug and play features of the product really
work as advertised and makes the implementation fully automated,” explains Richard.
Magnus Grenfeldt, CEO of Smartoptics comments, “We’re really pleased to be working with LINX and
to see our technology working under the challenging conditions of one of the busiest Internet
exchanges. I’m confident that we have provided LINX with a solution that will last for many years.”
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About Smartoptics
Smartoptics provides innovative optical networking solutions and devices for the new era of open
networking. Our customer base includes thousands of enterprises, governments, cloud providers,
Internet exchanges as well as cable and telecom operators. We have an open networking approach in
everything we do which allows our customers to break unwanted vendor lock-in, remain flexible and
minimize costs. Our solutions are used in metro and regional network applications that increasingly
rely on data center services and specifications. Smartoptics is a Scandinavian company founded in
2006. We partner with leading technology and network solution providers such as Brocade, Cisco,
HPE and Dell EMC and have a global reach through more than 100 business partners.
For additional information about Smartoptics, please visit https://www.smartoptics.com/
About LINX
“With over 880 ASNs connecting from over 80 different countries worldwide, members of The London
Internet Exchange (LINX) have access to direct routes from a large number of diverse international
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peering partners. Using LINX allows a reliable exchange of traffic with increased routing control and
improved performance. As a not-for-profit organisation, we focus on investing our service and
membership fees into strengthening all LINX network services. This ensures that our infrastructure is
as up to date as possible and that we remain at the forefront of the IXP industry. By doing so, we can
confidently provide our members with improved network performance, low latency and more control.”
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