
 

 

1 

Epiroc Group Center 

Epiroc AB 

Box 4015 

SE-131 04 Nacka 

Sweden 

 

Visitors’ address: 

Sickla Industriväg 19 

Nacka 

Sweden 

Telephone: +46 10 755 0000 

www.epirocgroup.com   

 

Reg. No: 556041-2149 

Reg. Office: Nacka, Sweden 
 

Press release from Epiroc AB 
November 14, 2019 

 
Epiroc and Orica partner to automate explosives charging  
 
Stockholm, Sweden: Epiroc, a leading productivity partner for the mining and infrastructure 
industries, has entered a partnership with world-leading commercial explosives provider Orica (ASX: 
ORI) to jointly develop a semi-automated explosives delivery system, enabling safer and more 
productive blasting operations in underground mines.  
 
As mines go deeper and ore bodies become more remote the case for blasting automation becomes clearer. 
The partnership will bring together the deep expertise and experience of two global industry leaders to 
address the growing demand from customers mining in increasingly more hazardous and challenging 
underground operations. 
 
“This promising collaboration with Orica is an important first step on an exciting journey toward automating the 
whole drilling and explosives charging process,” said Helena Hedblom, Epiroc’s Senior Executive Vice 
President Mining and Infrastructure. “It is a vital part of both Epiroc’s and Orica’s vision of making the mining 
operation as safe, productive and cost efficient as possible.”  
  
Angus Melbourne, Orica’s Chief Commercial and Technology Officer, said: “This exciting partnership with 
Epiroc will allow us to leverage our exclusive wireless initiating system, WebGen™, to deliver the critical first 
steps towards the automation of drill and blast operations. Automation is a key pillar of our technology 
strategy and supports our vision of transforming drill and blast to unlock mining value by creating safer and 
more sustainable operations.” 
 
Epiroc and Orica are the perfect combination to optimize the explosives charging process for underground 
mining. Epiroc is the industry leader in developing innovative underground mining equipment, including face 
drill rigs and production drill rigs. Australia-based Orica is the world’s largest provider of commercial 
explosives and innovative blasting systems to the mining, quarrying, oil and gas and construction industries.  
 
The companies aim to design and deliver the first prototype during 2020, with the first commercially available 
systems to enter service in 2021.   
 
More details on the collaboration and the technology will be communicated later. For more information on 
Orica, please see www.orica.com.  

 
The Epiroc and Orica automation partnership aims  
to redefine underground drill and blast operations. 

http://www.epirocgroup.com/
http://www.orica.com/
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For more information, please contact: 
Ola Kinnander 
Media Relations Manager 
+46 70 347 2455 
media@epiroc.com 
  
 
Epiroc is a leading global productivity partner for the mining and infrastructure industries. With cutting-edge technology, Epiroc develops 
and produces innovative, safe and sustainable drill rigs, rock excavation and construction equipment and tools. The company also 
provides world-class service and solutions for automation and interoperability.  Epiroc is based in Stockholm, Sweden, had revenues of 
SEK 38 billion in 2018, and has more than 14,000 passionate employees supporting and collaborating with customers in more than 150 
countries. Learn more at www.epirocgroup.com. 
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