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Saddle up and tell the grunts from the Saigon cowboys with             

Vietnam War Slang – a vivid reflection of life in wartime  

"In his wide-ranging, authoritative dictionary, Tom Dalzell, one of America's 
leading lexicographers of slang, has brought it all together: from mummy 
sacks to the long long duck's back and the remfs to the Arvins. This a unique, 
unrivalled take on a war that remains a key moment in modern history. Tim 
O’Brien has written about ‘The Things They Carried’; now Tom Dalzell brings 
us ‘The Words They Used.’" Jonathon Green, author of Green's Dictionary of 
Slang 

"Tom Dalzell’s extraordinary Vietnam War Slang invites us to look back 
through the words and meanings of the Vietnam era — fascinating in 
themselves — into the culture they signify. Each entry includes a 
contemporary quotation or two, illustrating use of the word in question, and 
thus the dictionary is an anthology of fading voices from distant decades 
amplified into the twenty-first century, voices we need to hear. It should be in 
every American library, on every word-lover’s bookshelf, and assigned in 
every university course about the period or the phenomenon of the Vietnam 
War." Michael Paul Adams, Indiana University, USA 

On August 7th, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson 
administration’s escalation of American military involvement in Southeast Asia and war against North Vietnam. 
Vietnam War Slang outlines the context behind the slang used by members of the United States Armed Forces 
during the Vietnam War. 

War has always been an incubator for slang; it is brutal, and brutality demands a vocabulary to describe what we 
don’t encounter in peacetime civilian life. The troops in Vietnam faced the usual demands of war, as well as several 
that were unique to Vietnam – a murky political basis for the war, widespread corruption in the ruling government, 
untraditional guerilla warfare, an unpredictable civilian population in Vietnam, and a growing lack of popular 
support for the war back in the US. For all these reasons, the language of those who fought in Vietnam was a vivid 
reflection of life in wartime. 

Vietnam War Slang lays out the definitive record of the lexicon of Americans who fought in the Vietnam War. It is 
an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their families, students and readers of history, and anyone 
interested in the principles underpinning the development of slang. 

978-0-415-83940-2  | $36.95 in paperback | July 2014 

For more information about this book, follow this link: http://www.routledge.com/u/vietnam_war_slang/  

Available for interviews, media features, and giveaways – contact Lisa Farkas for a review copy (details below).  
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 

 

Lisa Farkas, Marketing Assistant, Routledge Language and Linguistics 

Tel: 212-216-7898| Email: Lisa.Farkas@taylorandfrancis.com 


