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Routledge publishes history of groundbreaking BBC Voices project 

Clive Upton, Susie Dent, David Crystal, Simon Elmes contribute to ongoing legacy and 
research applications of contemporary British dialects 

Why are we so obsessed with the English language? Launched in 2005, 
the BBC Voices project gathered thousands of contributions to draw a 
diverse map of contemporary British dialects. Eight years later, Voices 
continues to fascinate and its findings are informing a new generation 
of linguistic research. 
 
Edited by sociolinguistic experts Clive Upton and Bethan Davies, and 
drawing on new data from the high-profile BBC investigation, Analysing 
21st Century British English reveals the vibrancy of Britain’s linguistic 
variation – and why acknowledging British Englishes is more important 
than ever.  
 
The BBC Voices project, led by Upton, gathered contemporary English 
dialect samples from all over the UK and invited contributions from the 
public. Analysing 21st Century British English explores issues of 
ideology and representation behind the project, and the invaluable 
research uses of its raw linguistic data. With contributions from leading 
media and language commentators, and an interactive website 
showcasing a searchable lexis database and interpretive maps, Upton 
and Davies present the most important collection of quantifiable data 
on language variation and change in Britain today. 

Professor Upton said: “Before the BBC Voices project, no broadcasting organisation had ever collaborated with 
academics on a large-scale study of everyday English speech … in this book, the UK-wide project opens a window 
on local speech and on attitudes to language varieties, empowering communities in their use of local language and 
providing scholars with unprecedented insights into the state of English today.” 
 

Visit the project companion website here: http://www.routledge.com/u/RoutledgeVoices/  
 

978-0-415-69443-8 | £35.00 in paperback | May 2013 

Available for interviews and media features – contact Ilaria Parodi for a review copy (details below). 
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