
 

• NENT Group’s Viaplay streaming service to show all 48 matches from Rugby World Cup 
2019 

• Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland growing rugby markets 

• NENT Group shows more than 50,000 hours of the world’s best live sporting action 
every year 

 
Nordic Entertainment Group (NENT Group), the Nordic region’s leading streaming 
company, has acquired the exclusive Nordic media rights to Rugby World Cup 2019. Every 
match from this year’s tournament, which features 20 teams and will take place in Japan 
from 20 September to 2 November, will be available live for rugby union fans across the 
Nordic region on NENT Group’s Viaplay streaming service. 
 
First held in 1987, the Rugby World Cup is contested every four years between the world’s 
top rugby union nations. New Zealand are the current champions after defeating Australia 
in the final of Rugby World Cup 2015 – a competition that attracted a dedicated following 
among Nordic fans when streamed live on Viaplay. 
 
In addition to Rugby World Cup 2019, NENT Group also holds the exclusive Nordic media 
rights to the Six Nations Championship – the annual rugby union tournament played 
between England, France, Ireland, Italy, Scotland and Wales – up to and including the 2021 
championship. 
 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland are all growth territories for rugby, with World 
Rugby estimating that the Nordic region currently has 24,000 rugby players (9,000 
registered). Sweden has more than 820,000 rugby fans, the majority of whom are under the 
age of 34 and female, reflecting the sport’s ability to reach and inspire new audiences. All 
four Nordic teams took part in qualifying matches for Rugby World Cup 2019. 
 
Kim Mikkelsen, NENT Group Head of Sport: “Rugby union continues to grow around the 
world – Japan is set to host Asia’s first-ever Rugby World Cup and in the Nordic region the 
game is captivating more and more fans. Our coverage of the previous Rugby World Cup 
and the Six Nations has found an enthusiastic audience on Viaplay, and now NENT Group is 
showing all 48 games from Rugby World Cup 2019 live. Yet again we’re proving that, when it 
comes to the world’s best live sports, Viaplay is the only place to stream.”  
 
World Rugby Chairman Sir Bill Beaumont: “Rugby in the Nordic region has seen a marked 
uplift in fan and participation numbers in recent years. As the region’s leading streaming 
company, NENT Group will enable more people than ever before to engage with the 



 
tournament, reinforcing our belief that Rugby World Cup 2019 will be the most-viewed and 
most-engaged rugby event of all time.” 
 
NENT Group brings millions of fans closer to the sports they love – every shot, every goal, 
every touchdown, every putt, every punch, every lap, every time. NENT Group shows more 
than 50,000 hours of the world’s best live sporting action every year on its streaming 
services and TV channels, including NHL and KHL ice hockey, UEFA Champions League, 
Premier League, Bundesliga and Ligue 1 football, Formula 1, IndyCar, NFL American football, 
boxing, UFC, tennis, basketball, handball and golf. 
 

**** 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Nordic Entertainment Group AB (publ) (NENT Group) is the Nordic region’s leading 
entertainment provider. We entertain millions of people every day with our streaming 
services, TV channels and radio stations, and our production companies create content that 
is experienced around the world. We make life more entertaining by telling stories, touching 
lives and expanding worlds – from live sports, movies and series to music and original shows. 
Headquartered in Stockholm, NENT Group is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm (‘NENT A’ and 
‘NENT B’). 
 
Contact us: 
press@nentgroup.com (or Nicholas Smith, Acting Head of Public Relations; +46 73 699 26 
95) 
investors@nentgroup.com (or Stefan Lycke, Head of Investor Relations; +46 73 699 27 14) 
 
Download high-resolution photos: Flickr 
 
Follow us: 
nentgroup.com / Facebook / Twitter / LinkedIn / Instagram 
 
Privacy policy: 
To read NENT Group’s privacy policy, click here 
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