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Gene expression data from new analysis 
method supports that a larger proportion of 
patients will benefit from arfolitixorin 
GOTHENBURG, Sweden, March 30, 2020 - Isofol Medical AB (publ), (Nasdaq 
First North Premier Growth Market: ISOFOL), today announced that new 
gene expression data based on a validated method from TATAA Biocenter 
AB, which is significantly more sensitive than the pre-commercial method, 
shows that a larger proportion of patients, i.e. those with low ABCC3 
expression, could have significant better effect of arfolitixorin than 
currently used prodrugs (leucovorin) on PFS and ultimately on overall 
survival.  
 
The data from the optimized gene expression method validated by TATAA Biocenter AB, 
compared with data based on the pre-commercial gene expression method, shows an increase 
of the proportion of patients having lower ABCC3 gene expression i.e. 66.6% to 75%. The 
progression free survival (PFS) benefit for those with a high ABCC3 gene expression has 
increased by 1.1 months, now showing a 4.7 month difference from those with a low ABBC3 
gene expression. 

Ulf Jungnelius, M.D., Chief Executive Officer of Isofol, comments: “These new data have 
demonstrated that there is a large proportion of patients who have lower expression levels of 
certain folate relevant genes, hence, indicating that they do not optimally benefit from the 
current treatment with 5-FU/leucovorin regimens. Low expression of the ABCC3 gene has been 
linked to poor conversion of leucovorin into [6R]-MTHF, and therefore worse disease-free 
survival in these patients. This supports the hypothesis that our drug candidate arfolitixorin 
will be beneficial to these patients because of arfolitixorin being the active metabolite [6R]-
MTHF with no need of conversion.” 

 

For further information, please contact 
 
Isofol Medical AB (publ) 
Jarl Ulf Jungnelius, M.D., Chief Executive Officer 
E-mail: jungnelius@isofolmedical.com 
Mobil: +46 (0) 709 16 89 55 

Certified Adviser 
FNCA Sweden AB 
E-mail: info@fnca.se 
Phone: +46 (0)8 528 003 99 

 
The information was submitted for publication, through the agency of the contact person set 
out above, at 08.00 CET on March 30, 2020. 

mailto:jungnelius@isofolmedical.com
mailto:info@fnca.se


 
 
 

Isofol Medical AB (publ), Biotech Center, Arvid Wallgrens Backe 20, SE-413 46 Gothenburg, Sweden 

info@isofolmedical.com, www.isofolmedical.com, VAT no:SE556759806401, Place of registered office: Göteborg 
 

2 (2) 

About arfolitixorin 
Arfolitixorin is Isofol’s proprietary drug candidate being developed to increase the efficacy of 
standard of care chemotherapy for advanced colorectal cancer. The drug candidate is currently 
being studied in a global Phase 3 trial, AGENT. As the key active metabolite of the widely used 
folate-based drugs, arfolitixorin can potentially benefit all patients with advanced colorectal 
cancer, as it does not require complicated metabolic activation to become effective. 

About Isofol Medical AB (publ) 
Isofol Medical AB (publ) is a clinical stage biotech company developing arfolitixorin to improve 
the efficacy of standard of care chemotherapy for advanced colorectal cancer by increasing 
tumor response and progression free survival. Isofol holds a worldwide exclusive license 
agreement with Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany to develop and commercialize arfolitixorin 
for oncology indications. Isofol Medical AB (publ) is traded on the Nasdaq First North Premier 
Growth Market. Certified Adviser is FNCA Sweden AB. 
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