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Airtel awards its first 5G contract in India to 

Ericsson  
• Ericsson has partnered with Airtel for more than 25 years, spanning every mobile 

generation 

• 5G deployment to get underway in August 2022 

 

Bharti Airtel (Airtel), India's premier communications solutions provider, today announced that it 

has awarded its first 5G contract in the country to Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC), with deployment to 

get underway in August 2022. 

Ericsson is Airtel’s long-standing connectivity partner and pan-India managed services provider, 

with a partnership spanning more than 25 years and covering every generation of mobile 

communications. The latest 5G partnership follows the close of 5G spectrum auctions in India. 

Gopal Vittal, MD and Chief Executive Officer, Airtel, says: “As our trusted, long-term technology 

partner, we are delighted to award our first 5G contract to Ericsson for 5G deployment in 

India. 5G presents a game-changing opportunity to drive the digital transformation of industries, 

enterprises and the socio-economic development of India. With our 5G network, we aim to deliver 

the full benefits of 5G connectivity, fuel India’s journey towards a digital economy and strengthen 

the country’s position on the world stage.” 

Airtel will deploy power-efficient 5G Radio Access Network (RAN) products and solutions from the 

Ericsson Radio System and Ericsson microwave mobile transport solutions. Ericsson will provide 

5G connectivity in 12 circles (geographical regions in India) for Bharti Airtel.  

In addition to an enhanced user experience for Airtel customers – spanning ultra-high-speeds, 

low latency and large data handling capabilities – Ericsson 5G network products and solutions 

will also enable Bharti Airtel to pursue new, innovative use cases with its enterprise and industry 

customers. 

Börje Ekholm, President and CEO, Ericsson, says: “We look forward to supporting Bharti Airtel 

with its deployment of 5G in India. With Ericsson’s unrivaled global 5G deployment experience, 

we will help Bharti Airtel to deliver the full benefits of 5G to Indian consumers and enterprises, 

while seamlessly evolving the Bharti network from 4G to 5G. 5G will enable India to realize its 

Digital India vision and foster inclusive development of the country.”    

With 125 live networks in 55 countries to date, and around 50 percent of the world's 5G traffic 

outside China now carried over Ericsson's radio networks, the company is at the forefront of 5G 

around the world. 
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Ericsson is independently recognized as a 5G industry leader, having recently topped the Frost 

Radar™: Global 5G Network Infrastructure Market ranking for second year in a row. The company 

was also named a Leader in the 2022 Magic Quadrant for 5G Network Infrastructure for 

Communications Service Providers report by Gartner.  

From setting up the first switch in India in 1903, to providing connectivity across 2G, 3G, 4G - and 

now 5G - Ericsson continues to play a pivotal role in powering virtually every facet of 

telecommunications in the country. 

Related links: 

Ericsson Radio System 

Ericsson 5G RAN 

Ericsson Mobile Transport 

Ericsson 5G 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

FOLLOW US: 

Subscribe to Ericsson press releases here 

Subscribe to Ericsson blog posts here 

http://twitter.com/ericssonpress 

https://www.facebook.com/ericsson 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson 

MORE INFORMATION AT: 

Ericsson Newsroom 

media.relations@ericsson.com  (+46 10 719 69 92) 

investor.relations@ericsson.com  (+46 10 719 00 00) 

ABOUT ERICSSON: 

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. The 

company’s portfolio spans the following business areas: Networks, Cloud Software and Services, 

Enterprise Wireless Solutions, Global Communications Platform, and Technologies and New 

Businesses. It is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new revenue 

streams. Ericsson’s innovation investments have delivered the benefits of mobility and mobile 

broadband to billions of people globally. Ericsson stock is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on Nasdaq 

New York. www.ericsson.com 

ABOUT AIRTEL:  

Headquartered in India, Airtel is a global communications solutions provider with over 480 Mn 

customers in 17 countries across South Asia and Africa. The company ranks amongst the top 

three mobile operators globally and its networks cover over two billion people. Airtel is India’s 
largest integrated communications solutions provider and the second largest mobile operator in 

Africa. Airtel’s retail portfolio includes high speed 4G/4.5G mobile broadband, Airtel Xstream Fiber 

https://www.ericsson.com/en/ran/radio-system
https://www.ericsson.com/en/ran
https://www.ericsson.com/en/mobile-transport
https://www.ericsson.com/en/5g
https://www.ericsson.com/en/newsroom/latest-news/press-subscription
https://foryou.ericsson.com/blog-subscription-center.html
http://twitter.com/ericssonpress
https://www.facebook.com/ericsson
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson
https://www.ericsson.com/en/newsroom
mailto:media.relations@ericsson.com
mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com
http://www.ericsson.com/


 

PRESS RELEASE 
August 3, 2022 

 

3 (3) 

that promises speeds up to 1 Gbps with convergence across linear and on-demand entertainment, 

streaming services spanning music and video, digital payments and financial services. For 

enterprise customers, Airtel offers a gamut of solutions that includes secure connectivity, cloud 
and data centre services, cyber security, IoT, Ad Tech and cloud-based communication. For more 

details visit www.airtel.com/ 

http://www.airtel.com/

