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AT&T selects Ericsson for expansion of 5G 

network and C-band spectrum build 
• Ericsson will deploy its industry-leading radio access network (RAN) technologies such as 

Advanced Antenna System, Advanced RAN Coordination, Carrier Aggregation portfolio 

and Fronthaul Gateway 

• C-band spectrum is critical for the deployment of 5G in the U.S. and new architecture will 

support future network enhancements including Centralized RAN evolving to Cloud RAN 

• Five-year agreement supports AT&T’s goal of covering 70-75 million people with 5G over 

C-Band by end of 2022 and plans to reach 200 million by end of 2023 

Building on more than 20 years of collaboration, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and AT&T today 

announced a five-year agreement to accelerate the expansion of AT&T 5G. This deal helps 

support deployment of the service provider’s recently acquired C-band spectrum and the launch of 

5G Standalone (SA). AT&T is tapping into Ericsson’s leading network expertise as the company 

works toward its 5G network goals.  

Ericsson will help AT&T to bring its 5G network to more consumers, businesses and first 

responders across key industries – including 5G use cases in sports and venues, entertainment, 

travel and transportation, business transformation and public safety. 

AT&T’s network evolution is made possible in part by the Ericsson Radio System portfolio, which 

includes the Advanced Antenna System, Advanced RAN Coordination and Carrier Aggregation 

technologies. 

These deployments will support future network enhancements like Cloud RAN, which offers 

communications services providers increased flexibility, faster delivery of services and greater 

scalability in networks. 

The solution supports a centralized RAN architecture enabled by Ericsson Fronthaul Gateway, a 

new technology that will enable a more efficient transport of the fronthaul interface by converting 

it to packet (eCPRI).  

Scott Mair, President, AT&T Network Engineering and Operations, says: “As we continue to 

expand our nationwide 5G network, Ericsson’s technology offerings and 5G expertise will assist 

with our network evolution. This latest agreement provides the pathway for us to deploy 

Ericsson’s next-generation centralized RAN architecture, enabled by Fronthaul Gateway, with the 

ability to support future network enhancements, like the evolution to Cloud RAN.”  

Ericsson Cloud RAN is a cloud-native software solution handling compute functionality in the 

Radio Access Network (RAN). It complements the existing technologies in the RAN domain and 

https://www.ericsson.com/en/ran/radio-system
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allows for the adoption of leading practices to become a foundation for openness, enabling 

innovation in 5G. 

Ericsson Cloud RAN will enable communications service providers to seamlessly evolve towards 

cloud-native technologies and open network architectures to meet the demand for more 

deployment flexibility. 

Niklas Heuveldop, President and Head of Ericsson North America, says: “This agreement 

reinforces our long-standing partnership of innovation and execution with AT&T. 5G networks will 

enable unprecedented, sustainable and exponential growth, accelerating the digital 

transformation of industries and the public sector, for the benefit of consumers, enterprises and 

society at large. Ericsson is excited to join forces with AT&T to help make this vision a reality.” 

MORE INFO  

5G Carrier Aggregation and Advanced RAN Coordination is a blended solution that optimizes 

coverage, capacity, and latency of mid-band and high-band deployments. It enables 

communications service providers to maximize their spectrum assets when deploying 5G. 

Advanced Antenna System (AAS) is key to C Band deployment as it enables extended coverage, 

while providing tremendous throughput/capacity that can truly enable enhanced mobile 

broadband. 

Ericsson Fronthaul Gateway is a new technology that will enable a more efficient transport of the 

fronthaul interface by converting it to packet enhanced Common Public Radio Interface (eCPRI). 

Related links: 

Ericsson Radio System 

Ericsson 5G RAN 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

FOLLOW US: 

Subscribe to Ericsson press releases here 

Subscribe to Ericsson blog posts here 

https://www.twitter.com/ericsson 

https://www.facebook.com/ericsson 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson 

MORE INFORMATION AT: 

Ericsson Newsroom 

media.relations@ericsson.com  (+46 10 719 69 92) 

investor.relations@ericsson.com  (+46 10 719 00 00) 

ABOUT ERICSSON: 

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. The 
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company’s portfolio spans the business areas Networks, Digital Services, Managed Services and 

Emerging Business. It is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new 

revenue streams. Ericsson’s innovation investments have delivered the benefits of mobility and mobile 

broadband to billions of people globally. Ericsson stock is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on Nasdaq 

New York. www.ericsson.com 

http://www.ericsson.com/

