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KDDI selects Ericsson cloud-native dual-

mode 5G Core  
• Ericsson to deploy cloud-native, dual-mode 5G Core, enabling the launch of 5G Standalone 

services in KDDI’s network 

• Deployment will enable KDDI to develop new 5G use cases for consumers, enterprises and 

industry partners 

• Zero-touch operation, including continuous delivery and integration processes (CI/CD), is 

enhanced based on the container-based microservice architecture and automation 

capabilities 

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) has been selected by KDDI to deploy cloud-native dual-mode 5G Core 

in its 5G Standalone network in Japan, paving the way to ramp-up 5G use case development and 

realization.  

The solution, consisting of Ericsson Cloud Packet Core, will support KDDI’s focus on accelerating 

the digital transformation of corporate customers.  

Operation automation, including continuous delivery and integration processes (CI/CD), will be 

further enhanced based on container-based microservice architecture and its automation 

capabilities. 

Ericsson’s dual-mode 5G Core will empower KDDI to support the development of new 5G use 

cases for mobile broadband users, enterprises and industry partners. It will also support KDDI’s 

recently announced enterprise-focused KDDI 5G Business Cocreation Alliance, of which Ericsson 

is a partner. 

Chris Houghton, Senior Vice President, Head of Market Area North East Asia, Ericsson, says: 

“Ericsson’s cloud-native dual-mode 5G Core enables mobile communications to reach new levels 

and society to benefit from digitalization in a 5G world. It will surely help KDDI to accelerate 

digital transformation and bring real 5G value to its customers. This great milestone was only 

made possible by our years of close partnership.” 

Partnership: 

Ericsson and KDDI have been cooperating on 5G core since 2018. They conducted workshops and 

studies as part of Ericsson’s early engagement program. With KDDI, the program evolved to 

include studies of common NFVI foundation and 5G core functions including CI/CD.  

KDDI selected Ericsson as a 5G radio access network (RAN) vendor in September 2019 and went 

live with commercial 5G services earlier this year. 

https://www.ericsson.com/en/digital-services/5g-core
https://www.ericsson.com/en/press-releases/2019/9/ericsson-and-kddi-to-deploy-5g-network
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Ericsson currently has 118 commercial 5G agreements or contracts with unique communications 

service providers and supports 72 live 5G networks worldwide. 

Related links: 

KDDI and Ericsson achieve 5G cloud-native CI/CD software pipeline breakthrough 

Ericsson 5G Core 
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ABOUT ERICSSON: 

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. The 

company’s portfolio spans Networks, Digital Services, Managed Services, and Emerging Business. 

It is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new revenue streams. 

Ericsson’s innovation investments have delivered the benefits of mobility and mobile broadband 

to billions of people around the world. Ericsson stock is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on 

Nasdaq New York. www.ericsson.com 
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