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Ericsson and UNICEF launch global partnership to
map school internet connectivity
Three-year initiative to identify connectivity gaps in 35 countries is a critical first step
in connecting every school to the internet
Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and UNICEF announced today a global partnership to help map
school connectivity in 35 countries by the end of 2023. Mapping the internet connectivity
landscape for schools and their surrounding communities is a critical first step towards
providing every child with access to digital learning opportunities.
This joint effort is part of the Giga initiative. Launched last year and led by UNICEF and the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Giga aims to connect every school to the
internet. Ericsson is the first private sector partner to make a multimillion-dollar commitment
to the initiative and does so as a Global UNICEF Partner for School Connectivity Mapping.
According to the ITU, 360 million young people currently do not have access to the internet.
This results in exclusion, fewer resources to learn, and limited opportunities for the most
vulnerable children and youth to fulfill their potential. Improved connectivity will increase
access to information, opportunity, and choice, enabling generations of school children to
take part in shaping their own futures.
“The deepening digital divide is one of the many inequalities that the COVID-19 pandemic
has underscored,” said Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Deputy Executive Director, Partnerships,
UNICEF. “School closures, coupled with limited or non-existent opportunities for remote
learning, have upended children’s education worldwide. Our partnership with Ericsson will
bring us closer to giving every child and young person access to digital learning
opportunities.”
In addition to funding, Ericsson will commit resources for data engineering and data science
capacity to accelerate school connectivity mapping. Specifically, Ericsson will assist with the
collection, validation, analysis, monitoring and visual representation of real-time school
connectivity data. The data generated through the mapping will enable governments and the
private sector to design and deploy digital solutions that enable learning for children and
young people. Ericsson will also engage its extensive customer base to further advance the
goals of the Giga initiative.
“Ericsson is uniquely positioned to be a key partner in helping address this important issue
due to our technology expertise, global scale, decades of experience in public/private
partnerships, and proven results connecting students and educators,” said Heather Johnson,
Vice President of Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility, Ericsson. “Working together
with partners like UNICEF, and the ITU, amplifies the potential impact of school connectivity
and is a concrete first step in helping bridge the digital divide globally.”
“ITU brings a history of technology policy advocacy and regulatory expertise to the vital
mission of connecting every school in the world,” said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director, ITU
Telecommunication Development Bureau. “We are thrilled that Ericsson will join Giga and
help build the mapping tools necessary to make connecting every school a reality.”

The UNICEF-Ericsson partnership also contributes to the Generation Unlimited Global
Breakthrough on Digital Connectivity that aims to give young people digital skills so they can
fully and meaningfully participate in the digital economy. Generation Unlimited is a global
multi-sector partnership to meet the urgent need for expanded education, training and
employment opportunities for young people. Additionally, the partnership supports UNICEF’s
recent COVID-19 Agenda for Action in which the organization called for global action to keep
children learning, thereby requiring the prioritization of internet connectivity in rural and
remote areas.
Follow our progress and see current school mapping efforts at www.projectconnect.world.
Or, for more information on this important initiative and how to get involved, please visit
www.gigaconnect.org.
RELATED PODCAST:
Listen to a podcast interview with Heather Johnson, Head Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility at Ericsson, and Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Deputy Executive Director for Partnerships at UNICEF, about how the partners are accelerating school connectivity:
https://soundcloud.com/ericsson-news-podcast/ericsson-and-unicef-to-accelerate-schoolconnectivity
NOTES TO EDITORS

About Ericsson
Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity.
The company’s portfolio spans Networks, Digital Services, Managed Services, and Emerging
Business and is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new
revenue streams. Ericsson’s investments in innovation have delivered the benefits of
telephony and mobile broadband to billions of people around the world. The Ericsson stock is
listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on Nasdaq New York. www.ericsson.com

About ITU
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the specialized United Nations agency
for information and communication technologies (ICTs), driving innovation in ICTs together
with 193 Member States and a membership of nearly 900 companies, universities, and
international and regional organizations. Established over 150 years ago in 1865, ITU is the
intergovernmental body responsible for coordinating the shared global use of the radio
spectrum, promoting international cooperation in assigning satellite orbits, improving
communication infrastructure in the developing world, and establishing the worldwide
standards that foster seamless interconnection of a vast range of communications systems.
From broadband networks to cutting-edge wireless technologies, aeronautical and maritime
navigation, radio astronomy, oceanographic and satellite-based earth monitoring as well as

converging fixed-mobile phone, internet and broadcasting technologies, ITU is committed to
connecting the world. For more information, visit www.itu.int.
About Generation Unlimited
Generation Unlimited is global partnership working to prepare young people to become
productive and engaged citizens. It connects secondary-age education and training to
employment and entrepreneurship, empowering every young person to thrive in the world of
work.
About UNICEF
UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most
disadvantaged children. Across more than 190 countries and territories, we work for every
child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone. For more information about UNICEF
and its work for children, visit www.unicef.org. Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
UNICEF does not endorse any company, brand, product or service.
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