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Verizon and Ericsson expand 4G LTE 

partnership, prepare for 5G launch 
• New 4G LTE markets awarded to Ericsson in United States  

• Deployment prepares markets for a smooth, cost-effective transition to 5G 

• Rollout includes latest Ericsson 4G and 5G-ready radio system  

Ericsson (NASDAQ:ERIC) announced today that the company has increased its U.S. footprint by 

expanding its 4G partnership with Verizon to include new markets . 

This extended partnership includes Ericsson Radio System 4G LTE equipment which, in addition 

to enabling the latest advances in 4G LTE capabilities, will provide a 5G-ready platform that will 

allow Verizon to rapidly transition sites to 5G when they deploy the service in those markets.  

The new markets will be deployed using Ericsson’s latest baseband and dual band radios, an 

optimized solution for widescale high-capacity deployment. The solution will be software 

upgradeable to 5G and will deliver CAT-M and NB-IoT for Massive Internet of Things use cases, 

as well as industry-leading network capacity. 

Verizon and Ericsson have partnered closely to drive the evolution of LTE by using LTE-Advanced 

features, enhancing capacity and speed on the Verizon 4G LTE network. In 2017, Verizon and 

Ericsson used these latest technologies to hit several industry milestones, including: 

• Achieved 953 Mbps by combining licensed and unlicensed bands with four-carrier 

aggregation, 4x4 MIMO and 256 QAM in a real-world network environment in Florida 

• Exceeded 1 Gbps speeds on the Verizon 4G LTE network using three-carrier aggregation 

Verizon and Ericsson reached another milestone in 4G LTE-Advanced technologies that will serve 

as a stepping stone to 5G by completing their first deployment of FDD (Frequency Division 

Duplexing) Massive MIMO (Multiple Input – Multiple Output) on Verizon’s wireless network in 

Irvine, CA.   

Ed Chan, Senior Vice President of Technology, Strategy, and Planning, Verizon, says: “We 

continue to be committed to bringing the best network to Verizon customers. Working with 

Ericsson allows us to deploy the latest technologies on our 4G LTE-Advanced network will be an 

important component of our rapid transition to 5G.”  

https://www.ericsson.com/ourportfolio/networks-products/radio-system
http://www.verizon.com/about/news/verizon-ericsson-and-qualcomm-reach-superfast-953-mbps-wireless-speed-dynamic-real-world
https://www.ericsson.com/en/press-releases/2017/8/gigabit-speeds-blast-1.07-gbps-in-north-america
https://www.ericsson.com/en/press-releases/2017/10/verizon-and-ericsson-team-up-to-deploy-massive-mimo
https://www.ericsson.com/en/press-releases/2017/10/verizon-and-ericsson-team-up-to-deploy-massive-mimo
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Yossi Cohen, Head of Customer Unit Verizon, Ericsson North America, says: “We continue to work 

closely with Verizon to expand the strategic partnership between our companies, enabling 

Verizon to unleash the latest in 4G technology and simultaneously prepare to launch 5G in these 

new markets.” 

This 4G LTE deployment will improve both spectral and energy efficiency, increasing network 

capacity for current devices in the market.  Further enhancements are expected as the 5G 

ecosystem evolves.  For customers, the result will be faster speeds for using apps and uploading 

and downloading files. 

To prepare for 5G, Ericsson has released its first commercial 5G RAN software, allowing operators 

to turn on 5G in commercial networks when ready. In addition, the installed base of Ericsson 

Radio System radios from 2015 onwards can run 5G NR technology with a simple remote 

software installation.  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit www.ericsson.com/press 
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ABOUT ERICSSON 

Ericsson enables communications service providers to capture the full value of connectivity. The 

company’s portfolio spans Networks, Digital Services, Managed Services, and Emerging Business 

https://www.ericsson.com/en/networks/offerings/5g/5g-platform
https://www.ericsson.com/en/press-releases/2018/2/installed-ericsson-radio-system-products-ready-for-5g-nr
http://www.ericsson.com/press
http://www.twitter.com/ericsson
http://www.facebook.com/ericsson
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson
http://www.youtube.com/ericsson
https://www.ericsson.com/en/news-and-events/latest-news
http://www.ericsson.com/news
mailto:media.relations@ericsson.com
mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com
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and is designed to help our customers go digital, increase efficiency and find new revenue 

streams. Ericsson’s investments in innovation have delivered the benefits of telephony and mobile 

broadband to billions of people around the world. The Ericsson stock is listed on Nasdaq 

Stockholm and on Nasdaq New York. www.ericsson.com 
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