
 

PRESS RELEASE 
JANUARY 05, 2015 

 

 

Ericsson first to give 

smartphone users indoor boost 

with License Assisted Access 
 Ericsson technology innovation introduces LTE to unlicensed spectrum on small cells to 

deliver data-speed boost to smartphones – T-Mobile US, Inc. plans production trials in 

2015 

 Improves app coverage for all smartphone users, increasing speeds on LAA-enabled 

devices, reducing wireless network congestion and ensuring fair sharing between LTE 

and Wi-Fi 

 Efficiently combines licensed and unlicensed spectrum, addressing a key milestone on 

the road to 5G 

We spend more than 85 percent of our time indoors, but a recent Ericsson ConsumerLab 

study conducted with more than 47,000 respondents across 23 countries, reveals that only 

41 percent are highly satisfied with their indoor experience when browsing or accessing 

social networks. This drops to 36 percent for more data-heavy apps: watching video, TV or 

movies online. Addressing this app coverage challenge, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) is first 

to give smartphone users the benefit of concurrent access to both licensed and unlicensed 

spectrum, by delivering the first License Assisted Access (LAA) small cells.  

LAA is an LTE-Advanced technology that can improve mobile data speeds and reduce 

congestion, benefiting all wireless network users. Ericsson License Assisted Access, 

available in our small cell portfolio starting in fourth quarter 2015, enables carrier 

aggregation of licensed with unlicensed bands to effectively address growth in indoor data 

traffic. 

Neville Ray, Chief Technical Officer, T-Mobile US, Inc., says: “With our LTE footprint now 

covering 264 million Americans, we look to innovations like License Assisted Access to help 

us drive an even better, more differentiated wireless experience. There’s approximately 550 

MHz of underutilized spectrum in the 5 GHz Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure 

(UNII) band and LAA is one of the technologies we plan to develop and use in our 

continuing efforts to provide our customers with superior network performance. We are 

excited to be working with major infrastructure partners, like Ericsson, to bring this 

technology to our customers in the near-future.”     

Peter Jarich, Vice President of Consumer and Infrastructure services, Current Analysis, 

says: “In our discussions of future 5G networks, a number of themes are front and center: 
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network function virtualization, small cell architectures, use of higher frequency bands, and 

licensed-unlicensed band aggregation. The License Assisted Access that Ericsson is 

integrating into its small cell portfolio clearly foreshadows this 5G future. Ultimately, it’s all 

about optimizing the network to support diverse consumer applications, diverse user 

locations (indoors and outdoors), and diverse device types – including future IoT (Internet of 

Things) demands.”  

Using only 4 percent of the 5 GHz band, LAA can provide up to a 150 Mbps speed increase 

to smartphone users. Each additional 4 percent of available spectrum used will increase the 

smartphone data speed further. Ericsson LAA also incorporates fair sharing within the 5 

GHz band, to accommodate traditional Wi-Fi users. Fair sharing works on the principle that 

Wi-Fi and LAA users would have equal access to the spectrum. 

Thomas Norén, Vice President, Head of Radio Product Management, Ericsson, says: 

“Consumers, businesses and industries are all transforming through mobility, placing ever 

greater demands on finite spectrum resources. So, we are very focused on innovations that 

improve app coverage while making ultra-efficient use of spectrum. One of the great things 

about LAA is its ‘rising tide’ effect, increasing system capacity and making way for better 

service to all users in the area, whether they have an LAA-enabled device, or are using Wi-

Fi or cellular access.”  

By applying LTE standards to the 5 GHz spectrum also used for Wi-Fi, users enjoy the 

security, reliability and carrier-grade Quality of Service of LTE networks. At the same time, 

all available wireless resources are optimized.   

Ericsson is adding LAA to its indoor small cell portfolio including the Ericsson Radio Dot 

System for medium and large buildings and the Ericsson RBS 6402 Indoor Picocell for 

smaller buildings under 50,000 square feet. Ericsson LAA builds on our leadership in both 

LTE-Advanced Carrier Aggregation and Wi-Fi/Cellular Real-Time Traffic Steering. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

LAA media kit 

Business Users Go Mobile (Ericsson ConsumerLab, November 2014)  

Ericsson Mobility Report (November 2014) 

RBS 6402 

Radio Dot System media kit 

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in communications 

technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major telecom operator in the 

world allow people, businesses and societies to fulfill their potential and create a more 

sustainable future.  

http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/mediakits/laa
http://www.ericsson.com/news/141126-business-users-and-decision-makers-say-mobility-is-business-critical_244099435_c
http://www.ericsson.com/mobility-report
http://www.ericsson.com/ourportfolio/products/rbs-6402
http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/mediakits/radio-dot-system
http://www.ericsson.com/press
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Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 

are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase efficiency, 

improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With more than 110,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine global 

scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect more than 

2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over Ericsson 

networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our solutions – and 

our customers – stay in front.    

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2013 were 

SEK 227.4 billion (USD 34.9 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock exchange in 

Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com   
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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