
 

 

 1/2 

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND,  AUGUST 2,  2019  

ABB wins first order of software  
solution for the electricity balancing 
market system from Hitachi  
Contributing to reliable and efficient power supply for Japan  

ABB today announced that Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501, “Hitachi”) placed an order for ABB Ability™ Network 

Manager Market Management System (MMS), a software solution for the electricity balancing market 

system. MMS, consisting of a set of advanced applications that support a wide range of market-related 

functions and a modern IT infrastructure, will be adopted according to the needs that are specific for 

the electricity balancing market, which TEPCO Power Grid, Inc. and Chubu Electric Power Co. are devel-

oping on behalf of the countrywide Transmission System Operators (TSOs). 

MMS will serve as a platform that enables market transactions in the electricity balancing market, which 

will be established in April 2021. There is an ongoing transformation within the electric power system in 

Japan and this advanced digital solution will be used by the utilities to enable efficient procurement of 

balancing capacity and energy. In addition to improving market efficiency, this system will also contrib-

ute to stable and reliable power supply.  

“Hitachi and ABB will through the deployment of ABB Ability™ Network Manager MMS, enable efficient 

and reliable operation of the electricity balancing market,” said Massimo Danieli, head of ABB’s grid au-

tomation business line in the company’s Power Grids business. “The strong partnership between the 

two companies will support the advancement of Japan’s electric power system and its digitalization 

journey to build a stronger, smarter and greener grid.” 

ABB's MMS has been accepted as a pioneering and innovative solution to  electricity balancing markets 

in Europe and North America. It is a proven solution that ensures efficient and sustainable operation of 

the system while maintaining the reliability of the electric power system. 

Hitachi and ABB have concluded a partnership agreement in December 2017 and started collaborating 

on multiple software solutions including MMS. Building upon this existing relationship, Hitachi and ABB 

are committed to respond to the need for digitization within the Japanese electric power system. In this 

partnership, the two companies bring their strength together to support utilities and energy companies 

in Japan. It’s a combination of Hitachi's technology and know-how that has been accumulated by provid-

ing a variety of electric power equipment and systems in Japan and ABB’s proven software technology. 

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader with a comprehensive offering for digital in-

dustries. With a history of innovation spanning more than 130 years, ABB is today a leader in digital in-

dustries with four customer-focused, globally leading businesses: Electrification, Industrial Automation, 

Motion, and Robotics & Discrete Automation, supported by its common ABB Ability™ digital platform. 

ABB’s market leading Power Grids business will be divested to Hitachi in 2020. ABB operates in more 

than 100 countries with about 147,000 employees. www.abb.com 
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For more information please contact: 

ABB Power Grids 

Head of Communications 

Roland Sladek  

Phone: +41 43 317 71 11 

Email: roland.sladek@ch.abb.com  

 ABB Ltd 

Affolternstrasse 44 

8050 Zurich  
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