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Deja vu in LutherCountry: what Martin Luther would 
recognize today 
 
 
Reformation Day on October 31st is a good time to think about 
“then” and “now”. In the region, where Luther lived and worked, for 
example, what would look familiar to the Great Reformer?  Aston-
ishingly, the answer is: “Lots!”  
 
LutherCountry, the German federal states of Thuringia and Saxo-
ny-Anhalt, still has much that Luther would recognize. And it is 
easy to find, from medieval houses along Germany’s Half-
Timbered Houses Route to cultural treasures, such as castles and 
gardens. But this part of Germany offers more than the distant 
past: it is the cradle of the Bauhaus design movement, which cel-
ebrates its centenary in 2019. And it’s all just a couple of hours 
from Berlin.  
 
Driving is a great way to explore LutherCountry. In the towns and 
villages, wide market squares and narrow lanes are lined with half-
timbered houses dating back to the Middle Ages. What could be 
better for an atmospheric selfie than a backdrop of buildings criss-
crossed with ancient beams and painted in blue, yellow or green? 
And knowing that Martin Luther actually saw them and may have 
eaten and stayed in them makes the experience extra special. To 
find them, follow Germany’s Half-Timbered Houses Route. 
 
One stop is Schmalkalden, with its Old Quarter. Among the maze 
of cobblestoned lanes is the Luther House, where the Reformer 
once stayed. Above the front entrance is a large white swan, part 
of Luther's coat of arms. Built in 1520, this is a fine example of the 
local style of half-timbered architecture. Other towns with impres-
sive examples of timber-framing include Mühlhausen, Stolberg, 
where Martin Luther preached, and Bad Langensalza, with its nat-
ural mineral spa. 
 
With its woods and meadows, LutherCountry is one of Germany’s 
greenest regions. Gardening has long been a passion here. As 
Luther, an avid green thumb, said: “In a delightful garden, sowing, 
planting or digging are not hardship but are done with a zeal and a 
certain pleasure.” Today, he would love Erfurt’s egapark, with Eu-
rope’s largest ornamental flowerbed, as well as the comprehen-
sive German Horticultural Museum. He would be fascinated by the 
magnificent 17th and 18th-century Garden Kingdom of Dessau-
Wörlitz. Covering 55 square miles, this UNESCO World Heritage 
site is dotted with palaces and gardens, many reflecting English 
horticultural influences. See it all by hiking and cycling, horseback 
riding, or even cruising along in a gondola! 
 

https://www.visit-luther.com/
https://www.visit-luther.com/travel-information/individual-travel/
https://www.deutsche-fachwerkstrasse.de/en/Homepage.html
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/schmalkalden/the-luther-connection/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/schmalkalden/the-city/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/muehlhausen/the-luther-connection/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/further-luthercities/northern-luthercountry/
https://www.visit-thuringia.com/travel-hotel-holiday-tour/bad-langensalza-102224.html
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/erfurt/the-city/
https://www.erfurt-tourismus.de/en/all-about-erfurt/places-of-interest/egapark-erfurt/
https://www.erfurt-tourismus.de/en/all-about-erfurt/culture/museums/german-horticultural-museum/?sword_list%5B0%5D=german&sword_list%5B1%5D=horticultural&sword_list%5B2%5D=museum&no_cache=1
https://www.luther-bauhaus-gartenreich.de/en/garden-kingdom-of-dessau-woerlitz.html
https://www.luther-bauhaus-gartenreich.de/en/garden-kingdom-of-dessau-woerlitz.html


 

For further information  

Please visit: www.visit-luther.com or  
 

                                          
 
 

 
 

 
Visitor information and Where to Stay 
Please go to: www.visit-luther.de or www.visit-thuringia.com 

Luther was not just a great thinker; he was an innovator. And that 
is typical of the “can do” attitude of the locals. Back in 1919, the 
Bauhaus School was founded in Weimar, before moving to Des-
sau. More than just architecture, the movement transformed atti-
tudes towards urban planning and domestic design, from chairs 
and lamps to chess sets. As part of the Bauhaus centenary cele-
brations in 2019, two new museums will open, one in Weimar and 
the other in Dessau. Both cities are UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites; both are where Luther lived and worked. 
 
 
 
 
How we can help 
Whether you are looking for suggested driving routes in and around Lu-
therCountry, looking for in-depth information on LutherCities, or need the 
perfect pictures, we’ll be happy to help! Please visit the “Press Area" on 
our website to get free access to a range of useful resources, as well as 
our latest Press Kit. And if you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch! 
 

 
 
About LutherCountry: Where you can walk in Luther’s footsteps 
Would you like to step inside the very room in which Martin Luther trans-
lated the New Testament into German, or admire the pulpits from which 
he preached and where pastors still preach today? Do you want to taste 
beer brewed the way Martin Luther liked it? Then come and visit  
LutherCountry, where you can explore Luther’s old stomping grounds 
and much more! 
  
LutherCountry is situated in the heart of Germany and has so much to 
offer, from fascinating churches and museums for the believers and  
history or culture fans among you, to beautiful landscapes that could be 
straight out of a children’s picture book. 
  
What do the places in LutherCountry all have in common? Centuries 
ago, they were the stage for Martin Luther’s tumultuous life and thus 
played a special role in the Reformation, which changed the way people 
thought about so many aspects of daily life. Martin Luther’s influence 
spread through Western Europe and, with European settlers, to the 
United States. 
  
Although Luther lived five centuries ago, his presence is still tangible 
today. Grab your suitcase and come experience the unforgettable –
LutherCountry is waiting to be discovered! 

http://www.visit-luther.com/
http://www.facebook.n2g34.com/e779llqb-r6si92sz-kx40llli-19t8
http://www.facebook.n2g34.com/e779llqb-r6si92sz-kx40llli-19t8
http://www.instagram.n2g34.com/e779llqb-r6si92sz-nex6jlzq-61
http://de.pinterest.n2g34.com/e779llqb-r6si92sz-pdpe55ba-kcj
http://www.youtube.n2g34.com/e779llqb-r6si92sz-tolr9lo2-hgt
http://www.visit-luther.de/
http://www.visit-thuringia.com/
https://www.gobauhaus.com/go-history/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/weimar/the-luther-connection/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/dessau/the-luther-connection/
https://www.visit-luther.com/luthercities/dessau/the-luther-connection/
https://gobauhaus.com/
https://gobauhaus.com/
http://www.visit-luther.com/press/

